of Brodie, E 


0 Be one of the Senators of the Col- 
of. Juſtice in 360 and 1658 (an 

* he accepted the laſt Time after 
much Reſiſtance and ny and a 
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Eis deviur Exerciſes in OS, to the State 
# of his own Soul, of his Family, and the Church 

of God: His Conferences with Meſſieurs 

Leighton, Blair, Durham, Rutherford, 
- - oben. Hutchiſon, . Lord Wariftoan, Sir 
ag obn Chiz/ly, 8c, concerning the Differences 
between the Proteſters and Niese £974 
His pious Care in the Management of his Fa- 
"wily, in educating the Youth about him, and 
_ engaging himſelf with his Friends and Neigh- 
bours to Stedfaſtneſs in the Ways of God. 
With ſeveral remarkable Occurrences in thoſe 
Times, and. en Reflexions upon ems 
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er to the Reader. 


HE Author of the following 
EST Diary deſcended from an an- 
tient and honourable Family in 
the County of Murray in the 
North of Scotland. He lived 
in Times of great Trouble and 

* Oy e In 1648 His native 
Country was divided into two Parties, very vio- 
| lent in their Oppoſition one to the other. The 
: firi& Presbyterians, headed by the Marquis of 
* Argyll, were utterly againſt having any Thing 
' to do with the Cavaliers in Duke Hamilton's 
| Expedition. The Hamiltonian Party were in 
Effet for reſtoring the King without any Terms, 
tho they pretended a great Veneration for the 
Covenant. Theſe were by the other afterwards 
called Malignants or Engagers. There were 
3 ſome indifferent to either Side. After Dunbar 
Fight, the Scots were divided and ſplit into 
many Parties and Factions. The ruling Party 
| was that which was for the King and Kirk ; 
tho theſe were again ſubdivided into Reſolutio- 
ners and Proteſters. The Refolutioners were ſo 
called, from their adhering to thoſe Reſolutions, 
* which were paſt by the Committee of Eftates 
and the Commiſſioners of the Kirk, That thoſe 
: who had made Defection, or had hitherto been 
too backward in the Work, ought to be admitted 

to make Profeſſion of their Repentance; and 
* Þ A 2 then, 


* 
| 


iv The Publiſher 
then, after ſuch Profeſſion made, might, in the 
preſent Eatremity, be admitted to defend and 


ferve their Country. Againſt theſe*Reſolutions 
ſome of thoſe two Bodies proteſted ; who, toge- 


ther with thoſe who adhered to them, were cal- 
leq the Proteſters. They alledged, That to take 
in Men of known Enmity to the Cauſe, was a 
Sort of betraying it; becauſe it was putting it 
in their Power to betray it That to admit them 
to a Profeſſion of Repentance, was a Profana- 


tion, and mocking of God ; for that it was ma- 


nifeſt they were willing to comply with thoſe 
Terms, tho" againſt their Conſcience, only that 
they might get into the Army Aud that they 


Army ſo conſtituted. 


could not expet# the 1. 5 of God upon an 

heſe Proceedings gave 
Riſe to another Faction, which prevailed chiefly | 
in the Weſtern Counties; where a great many 


met, and formed an Aſſociation apart, as wel! 
againſt the King and the Defection in the Kirk- | 
party, as againſt the Engliſh Army of Sectaries. 
Theſe were called Remonſtrators, from their pu- 
bliſhing a Remonſftrance againſt all the Proceed- 
ings in the late Treaty with Charles II. when, 
as they ſaid, it was vifible by the Commiſſion he 


granted to Montroſe, and when he took the Co- 


venant, they had Reaſon to believe he did it with 
a Reſolution not to maintain it ; fince, in his 
whole Deportment and private Converſation, he 
diſcovered a ſecret Enmity to the Work of God. 
They imputed the ſhameful Defeat at Dunbar to 


tion of Kirk and State Auguſt 13th 1650, they 
Aiſclaimed all the Sin and Guilt of the King 


ang his Houje, both old and new ; and that they | 
could f 


& 


their prevaricating in theſe Things; and conclu- 
fled, That therefore, according to the Declara- 
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to the Reader. v 
could not own him nor his Intereſt in the State 
of the Duarrel betwixt them and the Enemy, 
againſt whom they were to hazard their Lives. 
It ſeems the Proteſters, ſeveral of them at leaſt, 


fell in afterwards with ſuch Sentiments as theſe, 


For in the Conference betwixt them and my Lord 
Brodie (under June 34 1653) which is truly 
curious, tis plain, that as they were for taking 
none to defend the Nation but good Men, and 


* fuch as were of their own Principles; ſo they 
: would have no King but one of that Character. 


Our excellent Author has manifeſtly the better 
of them at that Argument, and ſhews, that 


their Scheme, how deſirable ſoever, was far 
from being feaſible. There was another Party 
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in the North, who were purely for the King, 
without any Regard to the Kirk. 
Thus were the Scots divided among them- 


ſelves ; and their Animoſities grew higher and 


hig her, till they became a Prey to Cromwell, who 


kept them in abſolute Subjection; and, as that 


excellent Perſon (Mr. Leighton) had foreſeen, 
their Kirk-judicatories, which they were ſo 
eager to maintain, were diſſolved. Theſe Things 
were to the good Lord Brodie (for ſo he is 


till named) Subjects of many ſad and ſerious 


Thoughts, and made him earneft in Prayer to 
God, that he might be directed what Part to 
alt or take amidft theſe Differences and Confu- 


ions of the Time. 


The different Opinions which then prevailed, 
concerning Toleration and the Magiftrate's 
Power circa ſacra, led him to enquire into thoſe 
two difficult Subjects. On the former he had 
read with great Care Edwards and Rutherfoord, 
from both which Authors he made Excerptions, 

| 8 which 


He had not the Weakneſs to be prejudiced againſt © 


vi The Publiſher 
which are written out with his own Hand in 
his Diary Book. In one Place he ſeems doubtful © 
how far Toleration was to be extended ; and in 
another ſcems to be of Opinion, that only thoſe 
Independents were to be tolerated, that held the 
fundamental Truths in the Confeſſion of Faith. 
As to the Magiftrate's Power over the Miniſters | 
of the Church, he thought, the Civil Magiſtrate g 
mig ht, at leaſt, take away the Stipend from ſuch 
as were immoral, and baniſh them the Kingdom. 
Neither the Engliſh Government, nor their 
Worſhip, was to his Mind. He ſaw too into 
the Unevenneſs. of the Condut# of ſome of the | 
chief Miniſters of the Church of Scotland: Jet 


Religion on that Account, but entertained a deep 
Concern for them, when threatned with any © 
Thing that was ſtraitning, as particularly with © 
being ſilenced if they continued to pray for the © 
King. 25 8 
Before Scotland was reduced by the Engliſn, 
our Author had been conſidered as a Perſon of © 
great Abilities ; for he was one of the Commiſ- 
foners ſent by the Scottiſh Parliament into Hol- 
land to treat with King Charles II. in 1649 
and 1650, in the latter of which Years be was 
made one of the Senators of the College of u- 
frice, being Thirty three Years old. 4 

My Lord Brodie was averſe to Cromwell's 
Uſurpation, and obſerved and lamented very 
groſs Corruptions both in Church and State, as 
great as before. So that when Cromwell ſent |* 
tim a Letter or Citation, which he received 
17th June 1653, to come to London July b 
that Year, he ſat the Summons, and did not en- 
ter again upon the Seſſion till 1658, the Year in 
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ö to the Reader. Vii 
” which Cromwell died, and even then after much 
* Reſiſtance and Reluctance. It required no ſmall 
Degrees of Reſolution, to be able for ſo long a 
Time to withſtand the Temptation from the Ter- 
ror of Sequeftration on the one Hand, aud Pro- 
miſes of Favour and the Solicitation of Friends 
on the other. It appears there paſt ſeveral Let- 
ters betwixt him and . ray on that 
Subject. The Inclinations, and Aﬀettions and 
* Paſſions are difficult to be overcome In ſome 
* Temptations they are particularly violent, and 
7 ſometimes ſucceſsful againſt the beſt Reſolutions, 
1 That the Temptation here was very ſtrong, is 
evident from Cromwell's being dreaded, not only 
y the Inhabitants of Britain whom he had ſub- 
dued, but in general by all the World. Cardi- 
nal Mazarine, prime Miniſter of France, durſt 
not deny him any Thing, and would change 
\ * Countenance when he heard bim named Co 
1 that it paſt into a Proverb in France, that Ma- 
zarine was not ſo much afraid of the Devil as 
F Oliver Cromwell. No wonder then that my 
Lord Brodie ſhould call Cromwell's Letter, com- 
manding him to accept of Employment under 
Him, the Goliath, the Prongef and greateft 
"Temptation ; and that, after a Refuſal of about 
Five Years Continuance, he ſhould yield at laſt. 
Cromwell 3s much commended for ſeeking out 
capable and worthy Men for all Employments, 
more particularly for the Courts of Law : And 
His inſiſting ſo much on Brodie's accepting a 
1 udge's Place in the Court of Seſſion, is an E 
vidence, if there were no other, of the Capacity 
and Integrity of the latter. 
Pm ſorry the Fournal of this excellent Perſon 
ould appear in publick under the Diſadvantage 
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vili The Publiſher 
of being imperfet# ; for it is plain from this, 


that he wrote another Diary Book. I hope, © 


whoever is poſſeſſed of it, if it be extant, will 
not deny the Publick ſo valuable a Preſent. It 
would, in all Probability, ſhed Light upon ſome 
Paſſages of that dark Period of our Hiſtory, 
and no doubt let us further into the Author's 
Life and Charafter. Hnwever, from what we 


have, which fell very accidentally into my Hands, | 
we may venture to deſcribe our Author's Piety, 
recommending it as an Example to others for 


their Imitation, in the following Manner. 


By a careful obſerving of the Tendencies of 
his Conſtitution, he diſcovered what Temptations 
needed moſt to be provided againſt. He was of a © 
ſweet and gentle Diſpoſition, of a natural Eaſi- | 
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tages in expoſing to Danger from the Impreſſions 
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no ſmall Advantage for recommending Religion 


of ill Company, ſo it fr this truly good Man 


to thoſe with whom he converſed. He was well 
beloved and well ſpoke of by every Body; and 
even this ſet him on his Guard. 

As he ftudied his own Temper, and which 


Way that moſt naturally and readily carried 


him; ſo he was careful in reviewing his State 
and Actions, whether the one was gracious, and 


the other done from right Principles and to good 
Ends. He frequently contemplated the eftabli- 
ing Motives of Chriſtianity, and by that 

Means made ſure of the Goodneſs of his State ; 


and by Prayer, and frequent Reviews of the 


Grounds of his Faitk, confirmed his Hope in 


0 
9 
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the Goſpel. 


He was eaſily and ſuitably affected with his 
own ſpiritual Concerns, had his Senſes exerciſed 
and 
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to the Reader. ix 
and ready to diſcern both Good and Evil, and 
was quick at diſcerning Duty and Danger, 


Mantis and Diftempers, the Way in which he 


ought to go, and the Temptations in his Way. 
His Heart would ſmite him upon recollecting a 


raſb and paſſionate Expreſſion or a proud Thought, 


and favour d no known Sin, and connived at the 
Omiſſion of no plain Duty. | : 
He made it his Buſineſs to acquaint himſelf 


* with the Word of God, and paid a ready and 
reverential Subjection to the Divine Authority 


in it, captivating every Thought to the Obedi- 
'2 ence of Chriſt. He was afraid of doing any 
* Thing which he doubted to be diſagreeable to the 
Mord of God, and was impreſſed ſuitably to the 
2 ſeveral Parts of Truth propoſed to him out of it. 
his particularly appears from his recording the 
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ha. . 


&. 


* 
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* Subftance of ſome of Mr. Hutchiſon's Sermons he 
© had heard, and his own Meditations on ſeveral 
| Paſſages of Scripture, which are truly raviſhing ; 


ſuch as thoſe on Iſa. viii. 12. x. 5. xxiv. 18. 
&c. on Pſal. xxxii. 8. Ixxviii. 40. & Prov. 


2? xxvill. 20. His Meditations on the Engliſh de- 
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ſtropiug his Planting, in the Way of thoſe of the 
pious Biſhop Hall and Sir Robert rw are al- 
ſo very edifying. He compared his Heart and 


| Life with the Word of God, as one ſuſpicious 
that he may have offended, and yi truly deſirous 
not to offend. —_ 


Like David, he was jealons of more Sin in 


* himſelf than he particularly knew. The Re- 
mains of Sin dwelling in him, tho he had 
Hopes that no Sin had the Dominion, gave him 


no ſmall Uneaſineſs. The Law in the Members 


— 


watring againſt the Law in the Mind, the Fleſh 
luſting againſt the Spirit, often occaſioned TOP n- 
| B 0 


* The Publiſher ; 
Complaint as that of the Apoſtle, O wretched | 
Man that I am, c. Even Suſpicion of Guilt © 
would carry him to the Mercy-ſeat, to ſupplicate 
Mercy. He durſt not indulge himſelf in any © 
Thing he apprehended diſpleaſing to God, tho” 
ever ſo common, or paſſing among Men for a © 
Trifle ; abſtained from the very Appearance of 
Evil; watched and prayed, that be might not 
enter into Temptation; was careful not to 
make Provifion for the Fleſh to fulfil the Luſts 
thereof, and kept his Heart with all Diligence. 
He was deſirous to underſtand the Voice of God © 

in his Providences, and endeavoured that his 
own Temper and Behaviour might comport with © 
the Providences he was under, whether proſpe- 
rous or affliitive. Under favourable Provi- 
aences, he was afraid of abuſing Divine Mercies, 
left he ſhould grow ſecure and forgetful of his 
Dependence on God, or his Spirit become vain _ 
and worldly, or he ſhould put the evil Day far 
from him, or give in to any criminal Indulgence © 
of his Appetites, or be lifted up with Pride. 
He entertained an awful Fear at the Apprehen- © 
fron of God's Fudgments, even when they were 
at a Diftance ; and much more when God's © 
Hand was viſibly ftretched out, or when there 
were many moral Signs that God was making a 
Way for his Auger Then the particular Pro- 

ſpet? of Calamities approaching excited him to 
prepare ſuitably to meet his God. TT 
All that he had was ſincerely conſecrated to 

the Honour of God; and every Thing in his 
Conduct, that might occaſion the Name of God © 
to be Llaſphemed, he guarded againſt, as willing 
to hazard his own Honour or Intereſt, or "Life 
itſelf, if God might but be glorified. He chiefly © 
lamented © 
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lamented the Diſponour done to God by Sin in 
himſelf and others, and mourned for the Abo- 
minations done in the Land, which he could not 
help, but was ready to bear Teſtimony againff 
in all proper Ways. Indeed, with relation to 
the Honour of God, we have an Expreſſion in 
his Diary, which by ſome may be thought liable 
to Exception For checking himſelf for what he 
had ſaid in Diſcourſe with the Millenaries, 
That it Chriſt were to leave the Father, and to 
dwell perſonally on the Earth, he would not 
come with him to get a Kingdom here; I ſay, 
animadverting upon this, he ſays, He would 
quit his own Glory and Salvation, and conde- 
ſcend to glorify Chriſt, were it to go to Hell. 
It ſeems very harſh to ſuppoſe, that God conld 
receive Glory from the Damnation of a righteous 
and good Man I therefore think my Lord Bro- 
die's Expreſſion is to be taken figuratively, other- 
wiſe it cannot be defended. Moſes's Dejire of 


being blotted out of the Book of Life, amounts 
only to a Submiſſion to a temporal ſudden Death, 
that his Nation might be ſaved from a temporal 


i 


5 
# 


ſudden Ruin. And Paul's Wiſh of being ac- 
curſed from Chriſt, is plainly an hyperbolical 


Expreſſion of bis great Affection to his Country- 
© men the Jews, and his Zeal for their Salvation; 
- which was ſo great, that, if it had been a 
hing reaſonable and lawful, he could have 
8 wiſhed the greateſt Evil to himſelf for their 


Sales. And therefore it is obſervable he does 


not deliver himſelf in the Form of a poſiti ve and 
abſolute Wiſh, but expreſſes his great Paſſion by 
a Figure, I could wiſh; which we are not to take 
as a ſtriſt and preciſe Declaration of his Mind. 

Some may be apt, tho with leſs Reaſon, to 


B 2 find 


xll The Publiſher | 
find Fault with another Paſſage of the Diary, 
where he records the Haraſſing of his own and 
Leathin's Ground by the Engliſh as the Accom- 
pliſhment of a Dream he had had ſometime be- 


fore. *Tis very certain, from the joint Teftimony | 
of Scripture, Reaſon and Experience, that in 
the Multitude of Dreams (as well as of Words) * 
there are divers Vanities ; yet I don't think the | 
Obſervation of them is wholly to be neglected by | 
a wiſe Man They may be either Indications of | 
Wickedneſs lurking in the Mind on the one Hand, 
or of the effetiual Operation of the Grace of God | 
on the other. But which is more to the preſent * 
Purpoſe, and of Inſtances whereof all Hiftory * 
antient and modern is full, to Men, eſpecially 
good Men, they are many Times Premonitions of © 
ſomething uncommon that is to befal them; and, 


when compared with the Event, are ſignal Proofs © 
of the Divine Providence and Government over 


all Things. 


Another Thing ſome may be apt to quarrel is, 
an Expreſſion of my Lord Brodie's on Occaſion 


of Glencairn and his Forces approaching, which 


put him to a great Plunge whether he ſhould | 


ay at Home, or retire South or North. Being 
in theſe Circumſtances, he prays, That God 
would give forth and fignify his Will, whether 
he fhould' tay or remove, as David ſaid of Kei- 
lah, Will they give him up or not? But Scri- 
pture-phraſes, *tis well known, may be uſed in 


Prayer, when the full and literal Meaning of [ 
Il 


them is not always intended to be expreſt. 

that my Lord Brodie ſcems to have meant is, 
That God would be pleaſed to direff him by his 
Providence what Courſe to take in the preſent 
Strait; @ Petition which no Man that believes 
a 
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a particular Providence needs ſcruple to put up 
to God Almighty. 5 5 | | 
But, notwithſtanding of any Imperfections, 
from which the beft of Men in this Life are not 


, 


exeemed, we have in this good Man's Diary a 


Y 


3 


4 '# 
LM - 
* 
* 
8 


Pattern of Humility and Self-denial ; of Zeal 
for God's Glory, and Compaſſion to Souls ; 7 
Contempt of this World, and Heavenly-minde 


2 neſs; of Patience under Suffering, and Reſigna- 
tion to the Will of God, to whom he prayed 

2 fervently in all Difficulties, and whom he truſted 

in all Dangers. | 


Like the Father of the Faithful, he com- 


manded his Children and his Houſhold after him 
2 zo fear and ſerve the Lord; and found the good 
? Succeſs of his religious Care in the happy Effects 
F it upon his Son and Succeſſor, who proved 
© alſo a Gentleman of diftinguiſhed Piety. 


; 
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Nor were his Endeavours this Way confined 
to thoſe of his own Family, but extended to all 
he had Occaſion to converſe with, particularly 


f his Friends and Neighbours, and the Youth 
under his Eye. He was ſenſible that the Ne- 


glett of the Education of young People was at- 


tende with moſt pernicious Effets, and there- 


ore exerted himſelf to have it removed, as a 


| chief Cauſe of the Growth of Wickedneſs, there 


being few that are not religiouſly and virtuouſiy 
trained up by their Parents that ever do well 


! afterwards. He obſerved the groſs Negle# of 


this and other Family-duties; and, for reme- 


| dying it, projected to have all debarred from the 


Sacrament that did not worſhip God in their 
Families. How happy were it for our young 
People of both Sexes, that they were under the 


Diſcipline of ſo good a Father and ſo good a 
Mafter ! 


xiv The Publiſher 
Maſter ! How happy for Society, as well as Ia. 
dividuals, that there were many of his Rank that 
had theſe Things as much at Heart as he had, 
In him was verified the Saying of the Apoſtle, 
That Godlineſs has the Promiſes of the Lite that 
now is, as well as of that which is to come. . 
miaſt all the Troubles and Cunfuſions of the | 
Times, he was preſerved ſafe and untouched ; | 
and, by the Zin of God upon his lauful In- 
duftry, he made. a conſiderable Addition to his 
paternal Eftate. If his Example were more 
ftudied and followed, we ſhould not ſee ſo many 
Families come is Ruin; the natural Effet of © 
their Luxury and Intemperance, and the juſt | 
Judgment of God upon them for their Oppreſſion | 
_ and Impiety. © | - 
 T would not have the Reader to imagine, that 
the following Book could only be the Production 
a Mind caft in the Presbyterian Mould : For 
Diary of Doctor John Forbes of Corſe, pu- 
Bliſhed by Doctor Garden, together with the 
other Writings of that Author, who was no 
Presbyterian, and ſuffered much for his Oppo- 
ſition to the Covenant, runs in the very ſame | 
Stratn. TA 2 3 
But, after all that has been ſaid, I am ſen- 
fible there are thoſe who would account it a 
hainous Reproach to be called Knemies to Reli- 
gion, who yet cannot hear of Dejeftions and 
Elevation of the Mind in Devotion, without 
branding them with a Mark of Enthuſiaſm + * 
But I doubt ſuch Perſons would be greatly 
puzzled to put a tolerable Meaning upon a great © 
Part of the Book of Pſalms, not to mention other 
Places of Scripture, without allowing ſuch Ex- 
erciſes of the Soul; yet ſome have turned theſe | 
znto © 


to the Reader. xv 
into Ridicule, as mere Mechaniſm and bodily 


3 Exerciſe. I will not deny but there may be 


Counterfeits in this as well as in other Caſes, 


and that the Workings of Melancholy in ſome 
may be miſtaken, either by themſelves or others, 
for the Exerciſes of Religion. Care likewiſe 
7 ought to be taken, that Occaſion be given by none 
that pretend to Devotion for the e, Cen- 
ſure of a great and good Man. 


me (ſays he) 
put all Religion in the Affections, in rapturous 


Heats and extatick Devotion; and all they aim 
at is, to pray with Paſſion, and think of Heaven 


2 with Pleaſure, and to be affected with thoſe kind 
and melting Expreſſions wherewith they acoſt 
their Saviour, till they perſwade themſelves that 
they are mightily in Love with him, and from 
2 thence aſſume a great Confidence of their Salva- 
tion, which they eſteem the Chief of Chriſtian 
2 Graces. Thus (continues he) are theſe Things 
which have any Reſemblance of Piety, and at 
the beſt are but Means of obtaining it, or par- 


ticular Exerciſes of it, frequently miſtaken ſor 
the Whole of Religion: Nay, ſometimes Wic- 
2? kedneſs and Vice pretend to that Name. Per- 
: haps in this he has a Fling at the Principles of 
the Calviniſts, and their Manner of conceiving 
f the Work of Grace in the Souls of Men; but 
* at the ſame Time he takes Notice of a dangerous 
* Miftake which ſome of them may be apt to fall 
into. This may appear from what the Lord 
: Brodie writes of himſelf (under Auguſt 4th 
1652.) The Lord diſcovered a deep Deceit of 


Heart to him, that there was and might be more 


Affection to God in a Duty of Prayer, than 
there was Holineſs in the Converſation; and 
: therefore Grace may not be aſſured by ſome holy 
Alffections in Prayer. In 


xvi The Publiſher, &c: 

In publiſhing of this Diary, Care has been 
taken to keep ftritHly to the Author's own Words, 
only the Syllabication is altered: Such of them 
as are now obſolete, are explained by Terms that 
are more modern; and ſuch as could only be 
gueſſed at, which are but few, put in a different 
Charatter. Nothing that could be read, ſo as 
to make a full Sentence, is omitted. Some Al- 
teration has been made of the Order of ſome 
Paſſages in the Fournal, according to that of 
Time ; only ſome ſhort Notes are put all together 
in the Beginning, as they iy in the Author's 
Manuſcript. 

I thought the Publication of it would not be 
unacceptable to piouſly diſpoſed Minds, eſpecially 
at a Time when our unhappy Differences are 
growing to a Height ; that, among other Things, 
we may learn from this good Man's Example, 
how we ought to be affected with and how to 
demean ourſelves in the Midft of them. I might 
enlarge on this Head, if the Subject were not 
diſagreeable. I Hall only put the Reader in 
Mind of the fatal Iſſue of the Diviſions that 
prevailed in the African Churches, who preſerved 
their Liberty longer than moſt others. The 
Breach was made by Donatius and his Followers, 
upon ſo inconſiderable a Point as, Whether Ceci- 
lian and his Ordainers had denied the Faith in 
the laſt Perſecution, or not? It grew to that 
Height, that almoſt in every Town of Africa 
there were divided Aſſemblies and ſeparating 
Biſhops upon that account. And this Wound 

was not healed but with the utter Ruin of thoſe 
Churches. I pray God this may not be the Fate 

of the Church of Scotland ! 
THE 


on 
ALEXANDER BRODIE 
of Brodie, Eſq; &c. 


AVID the elder, Son to Alex- 
ander Brodie of that Ilk, my 
Grandfather, was born in the Year 
1553, lived 74 Years, and died 
in May 1627. | 

David Brodie his Son, my 
Father, was born in the Year 
1586, and died in the 46th Year 

of his Age, 22d September 1652. 

(J) Alxander his Son was born on the 25th July 

1617. I was ſent into England in Amo 1638, being 
little more than Ten Years old, and returned in Ano 

1532, in which my Father of precious Memory deceaſed. 
Was married the 28th Offober 1635; my deareſt 

Wife deceaſed the 12th Auguſt 1640, when was Twenty 

* went into 8 twice for the King 


WWD 
in Arno 1649 and 1650; was entred on the Seſſion the 
ſame Year 1650; and again, after much Refiſtance and 
ReluQancy, I took that Place on me in January 1658. » 
Let the Lord turn it to his Glory, mine and his Peoples 
Grifſel Brodie my Daughter was born on ad October 
1636. _ (7 N | 
James my only Son was born 1 5th September 1637. 
William Brodie my Uncle died in September 1650. 
Ihe early Harveſt in the Year 1652; all ſhorn and 
in'd within the laſt of Auguſt, or thereby. 
The Engliſt came to Murray, and croſs'd ey, iſt 
December 1651. | 1 
Glemairn and the Highlanders begun their Inſurrection 
roth Auguſt 165 3, Lorn with them and Safort. 
Oh, the Works of God are ſtrange, marvellous and 
upright ! They burnt Zearhin's Land 2oth January 
* | 
The late Harveſt-and great Inundation of Water was 
Die Fab. 11th Spteinber 165 3. A great Speat. 
zoth Ofober. 2 Storm of So Ng Froſt. 
Grangehills Corns and ſome others were out. Earl Sa- 
fort declared for the King, and Kenmure. _ 
' Auguſt 1659. He ſwore to diſclaim the King and 
his Race, and for the Commonwealth. 72 
urch December 1655. A great Storm of Wind and 
Snow, which did much Harm. 
My Daughter was married 7th Sptember 1654. 
My Grandchild Katharine Dunbar was born on the 
7th Auguſt 1655. , 5 
1 [ _ Journey to Ryſneath on the 14th of that ſame 
Onth. a e 
Mr. ohn Brodie died 7th Zanuary 1655. 
The beloved Mr. 79% p died 27th Ofober 1656. 
My Grandchild Fhrence was born on the Day 
of 1 656. # | | 4 4 
I defire to note it among the remarkable Paſſages of 
the Lord's Providences towards me, That, in my Paſſage 


to Hlinburgh 6th December 1657, the Horſe falling in 
the Water of Tie in the Evening, where the Water was 
deep, the Froft fo great, the Difficulty ſo inſuperable ; 
that yet, 1. That ſame did not befal myſelf; for I was 
near to it, and why might he not have reſeryed it for 
me? 2, That the Boy who was at the fame Time on 
the Ice, and had that fame Horſe in his Hand, yet he 
was ſafe. 3. That the Beaſt alſo was ſafe; and bei 
on a Sabbath-day, and I travelling, it was a Matter that 
might give Offence : Purther, I looked on it as holding 
forth ſome to me in the taking Emplo t on 
me, that I ſhould meet with Exerciſe in it. Oh, keep 
both from Superſtition, Ignorance and Inadvertency! 
That fame Voyage I entred again on the Seſſion, but 
with much Reluctancy. | 
My Sickneſs, Ague and great Defluctions were this 
Year 1657. LW 
The welbeloved Laird of Tynes, my dear Father-in- 
law, did take his Cancer in the Month of Zanuary 1656. 
A oreat Flood of Rain was this Year, x" began 
about the iſt of Sprexber 1658: The Inundations were 
ſo great, that there has not been ſeen greater here this 
Age. 
a 5 3th Seprember 1658. I did begin my Harveſt. 
zd September 1658. Oliver Lord Protector died; 
and on the fame Day of the Month was Dunbar 
foughten 1650, and Worceſter in 165 1. 1 
" 15th November 1658. The old Laird of mes my 
Father died; and let his Memory and Name be had in 
ſweet and everlaſting Remembrance: He was buried 
upon the 19th of November. 
7th May 1659. Richard's Parliament was broken, 
and the enn, l Pu, 8 
y 1659, e King's id a or him 
under Gebert Major 1272 ind others, 1 


28th of July. My Son was married with Lady Mary 
Ker : And, on the 31ſt y 1659, ſhe did ſubſcribe 
her Covenant to and with God, and became his, and 


C 2 In 


* 


gave up herſelf to him. 
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In July this Year CI great Floods and 
2 of Water, wh dil du — much Pre- 
judice to the Land, _ to my own 9 * People. 
2 5th April 1652. He defired to be humbled under 
and rw the juſt Cauſe of Scandal and Stumbling 
that we give to Brethren, by tolerating in our Societies 
is external Wickedneſs, N. ty, Ignorance, Atheiſm, 

Grey ; and a Body of Congregations, Profeſſors, 
Members and Officers of our « Cong admitted to all 
Ordinances, which may give them a Lothing of us ; as 
well as their tolerating in their Civil Societies Men of 
corrupt Minds, againſt the Truth, and f ritual Wicked- 
neſs, and Hereſies and Errors, unp 

Oh, when will the Lord remove the one Cauſe of 
Stumbling and the other! Oh that our Magiſtrates did 
more, our Miniſters alſo, for reforming, purging 
and taking away Sin from a us! and that 
Miniſters and Magiſtrates al more for 


and purging out of W Lord open the Way! 


If Magiſtrates did more among us, Miniſters wou d 


not el to do ſo much about external, ſuperficial, * 


mal Satisfaction, and Penalties and Repentance, as we do 

The Cauſe for which the Lord has ſwept awa 
Rulers, becauſe they ruled not for the Lord, his Low 
was not dear to them: We tolerated Popery, and Join 
with Idolaters; maintained and countenanced e 
tion, Will-worſhip, Formality ; and we willingly fol- 
lowed after the Commandment : Much Profanity, Wic- 

kedneſs, unpuniſhed and praftiſed, | 
And ll he deal 45 with us, if we follow the 


like Ways? For this Cauſe we refuſed to cloſe with him, 


end admit him to Government. 

28th April. Ohl. That, as Arguments for Tolera- 
tion do inter and conclude a Forbearance to the rofſeſt 
Blaſphemies and Errors, ſo the Arguments againſt tole- 


ting of groſs Errors do conclude againſt the Toleration 
of all conſequential Errors, boy 


zd May. A Day of Humiliation. 
7, That the Lord would fit and furniſh hin 


21 | 
Suffering, if it pleaſe him to call me to it: And that 
I may not be letten take any wrong Door to go out at, 
or decline it. 

2. Thar the Lord [would] fit for the Participation 
of the Lord's Table, whereto he defires to a , for 
renewing his Communion with the Lord, getting 
ſome Increaſe of Light _—_ —— That he may be 
more rooted in Jeſus in the Truth, and 
abide in him, [be] ſecured thro his Grace agai 
all Snares and 'Temptations, and be made of 
Chriſt and all his Benefits. $3. That the Frothineſs, Le- 
vity and Unmortifiedneſs of his Spirit may be purged 
and fubducd * — yo 28288 Unbe — 

nſoundneſs, y, TO 1 , leaning to na 
Wiſdom, may be kekned and remedied | 

4. And that he may know and be taught the Lord's 
Mind in the preſent Diſpenſation. 

And ¶ Here is @ Blank much like what follows.) 


| morally bound 
to all the Subſtantials of Government, many whereof 
are common with us and Independents, againſt the Go- 
vernment of Anabaptiſts, Familiſts Papiſts, and 
others, who do maintain, That there is no Need of Or- 
dinances, or a diſtinct Office of Miniſtry, or Church- 
officers: For I conceive the Word Gofpel-way may in- 
clude all, and be extended to all, if the Magiſtrate fo 
pleaſe ; for he makes himſelf the Judge. 

2. Ido exprelly underſtand thereby the Aſſociation 
of Church-ofticers, Ordination by the Hands of the 
Presbytery ; for albeit I did to the conſtituting 
of Members and Officers ing to the Independent 
Way, yet I conceive it neceſſary, and of Divine Inſti- 
tution, that theſe Churches ſhould, as the Apoſtle ſays 
of the Spirit of the Prophets, be ſubject to the Pro- 
3 : And, if any Congregation of Ten or Twelve 


uld deny the Faith, or the one Half of them, f 
t 


22 
that the other could not take Order with the Deſection, 
or that one were cenſured or excommunicated by one 
of theſe Congregations wronghully for not conſenting 
with them in Evil, I do hold a Subordination neceſſary, 
and a moral Truth, without which it ſhould appear 
there were no Remedy leſt us of the Lord for redreſſing 
any ſuch Caſe: Which were a t Deſect and a Dero- 
gation from his Wiſdom to think. Nor do I think Non- 
communion, ' withdrawing Fellowſhip from ſuch a Con- 
gregation, ſufficient to ſuppreſs Hereſy, or rectify the In- 
jury done to the wronged Member of a Congregation, 
who otherwiſe hath not ſo much as Way for Appeal, 
or to have his Sentence tried again; but muſt live un- 
der it all his Days, without Su ination and the Au- 
thority of Synods- or Councils, for many Caſes which 
Now, the Word Gofpel-2vay will admit of Papal Go- 
vernment and Prelacy, and theſe Errors that the corrupt | 
Mind of Man hath not lighted upon, no leſs than all 
thoſe which are already broached : For, who does not 
pretend that their Way is the Goſpel- way? And Era- 
aniſm, that think the whole Cenſure of Scandals, de- 
— from Communion belongs to the Civil Magi- 
ſtrate, and that Church-officers have no Authority but 
to preach, Sc. And it is hard, if a Synod and Con- 
vention of the moſt godly and wiſe and grave Church- 
officers, Miniſters and Elders, be denied ſomething of 
that which a regation of Seven or Eight do aſ- 
ſume; and, if it be a Foundation and Ground of An- 
tichriſtianiſm, ſpiritual Tyranny in them, which is ex- 


erciſed ordinarily by a few. 
He is not to teach him that knows far more, and is 
more able to inſtruct. L022 
Truth is one; and one Goſpel-way to which we are 
morally bound. — | 
Nay, it will not be ſo effectual a Remedy as remain- 


That bo Sola try at what Diſtance he ſtands with 
ſpiritual Wickedneſs and Error, — 1 2 


. 


(23 -) 
Try whether, if the King had employed 
profane Men, forfeited the precious godly Men in Har- 
3 Whether would he have conſented to reſtore him 
to his Government? e e las 

Try whether, inſtead of the few Errors then broached 
under Epiſcopacy, there be not a Thouſand now ; for 
then were we feared. to be ſpoiled of the Truth, now 
J : 
Papiſts admitted and tolerated ; The moſt | 

and wildeſt Men pee : Malign Deputies of Shires 
| get Leave to plant Kirks, and reſtore theſe profane for- 
mal Miniſters that were depoſed. 

Can you rejoice in this, in all this done by a Law 
and Authority? None like to be the Object of their 
Proſecution, but theſe that fear the Lord and hate 
Evil. They go for the beſt, who go the fartheſt Length 

n iſtra 
| | aptiits would have no 1 . 
gg The Ellects of gathered be 

8 nn of a Church- member; or if 
ſi ei m in Sottiſþ or Engliſh Air, give a 
Wach to Bapeiin and to Cheb. wenberſhig ? q 

3. Whether a Magiſtrate for Scandal may not remove 
a Minſter from preaching, viz. for Drunkenneſs, Lazi- 
neſs ; or take away the Stipend at leaſt, and give it to 
a better Miniſter ? 

R. Congregations - ſhould chuſe their Miniſters, 
Magiſtrates de facto may take away the Stipends, 
baniſh Men out of their Land. 

What the Power of the Congregation is in Exer- 
ciſe of Diſcipline, chuling Members, admitting to Fel- 
lowſhip, Ordination? Cc. 


23d May. 1. To conſider the Abuſes and . 
ſions committed by Sheriffs, how to be Lone wag 
2. How to reſtrain their unjuſt Gain, and how to 


improve their Power and Office moſt for God. Lord, 
for Light and Strength, not to partake of other Mens 
Sins! 5 = 

. To have the Laws in Harland ratified and eſta- 
a bliſhed, and Judges to judge by them. Lord, 


- andall of Wic 


( 44 ) 
Lord, if thou leadeſt me to an 7 Endeavour of Duty | 


Abuſes in 8 ive Strength and 
— ts Snares, and that he conſent not to 


a May. He defited to be bumbled under the 
Want of Love to the Lord Jeſus : That Love ſets him 
not on Work to Duty, but natural Conſcience, 2. He 
about Duties in his own and natural Abi- 
ty, and not humbly and in the Grace of Chriſt. 

He hath no Delight in his reiz; as indeed, where 
* is no Love, Ns Tha be no Deli ight. 4. He 
thirſts not for his Gl r the Salvation of others, 
and gaining them to 5. Much Ignorance, Va- 
nity, Preſumption and Inconſiderateneſs in his Writing. 
Oh Lord, for Pardon and Grace in Jeſus Chriſt! 
6. Unſctrlodnel and Indi ere; no Love and Zeal for 
the Truth ; wavering, unſettled. 

zoth May. He defired to be further humbled under | 
theſe, and under a ſecret Declining and Decay of Com- 
munion with the Lord, and that his Heart is eſtranged 
from the Lord, and he reſts in a mere Formality of 
ſome outward Performances, without Zeal, or Life or 
Power, or clear diſtint Knowledge. 

So under the Lord's hiding his Face from his People 
through the Land, eſpecially from the moſt precious 
of his Servants in the Miniſtry, who as yet are 3 
a Cloud, and know not his Mind, are detained and 
kept under with Diviſion, Darkneſs, Prejudice, Snares, 
ſecret Pride, Formality, Unhumblednefſs. 

There is meikle [much] Wrath on the Spirits of Men; 
while they bs — re ſee not. Oh the . In- 
breaking of Idolatry, Blaſphemy, Su tion, 

eV wy i Ani lle Growth is 
there of Piety or Godlineſs ogg the Land. 

He defires to be humbled under the Objections which 
Major-General Deans made to me againſt Coercion. 
Whoſe Conſcience ſhould the Magiſtrate follow in re- 


ſtraining or puniſhing ? as preſently in the Matter of our 
Difference about the Aſſembly ; while each Party Lie 


(. 35 


) 
' tends to the Word of God for his Warrant, 4 ependents 
and Pre: theis 


„ ee alſo; Who ſhall be judge 
2 

Lord, grant Light to anſwer, or ſtoop. 

He ſaid to the Major-General, That thele who agreed 
with us in the Fundamentals of Chriſtian Religion, and 
Confeſſion of Faith, ſhould be forborn : Theſe who de- 
nied and differed in the Fundamentals, and in the Con- 
feſſion of Faith, and held Doctrines contrary, ought 
not to be tolerated :- Particularly, ſimple Independents 
or Anabaptiſts holding nothing contrary to the Confeſſion 
of Faith, except in the Matter of Infant-baptiſm or 
Government. He ſees not the Conſequences of yielding 
to this Toleration, nor yet all the — of re- 


20th Zune. This Day he deſires ſolemnly to ſet him- 
ſelf to ſeek the Lord, and to be humbled under the con- 
tinuing Anger of God, which doth as yet burn. There 
18 no or Meaſure of our Diſſentions and Differen- 
ces; our Darkneſs is increaſing, and we are all in Dan- 
ger to be ſcattered one from another : 'Therefore to 
eek that the Lord would return and cauſe his Face 
to ſhine upon us. We are ſtumbling and like to break 
our Neck ; that he would prevent, and make up our 
Breach, and open to us the Way he would have us to 
walk in, and find out an Overture to unite the Hearts 
of his People in and for himſelf, 

Oh Lord, look on our preſent Confufions, anent the 
Civil Government, anent the late Aſſembly, anent pre- 
ſent Duties, purging of our Societies, Miniſtry, Elder- 
ſhips, Admiſſion to Ordinances and Church-tellowſhip, 
Aflbciations ! - 

In particular, he deſires to deal with the Lord for 
a Bleſſing on the Meeting betwixt him and his Brother 
James; that it may not be a Means to inſnare and in- 
tangle either of us by other, but for Diſcovery of Cor- 
ruption, Darkneſs, Miſtakes, and for clearing our Minds, 
and bringing us to the Acknowledgment of the Truth 
in Jeſus, and to be confirmed in * Faith and Love * 

E 5 


(36 :.};5..: 
of to his Praiſe 3. that we be not ſhaken, nor removed, 
nor blinded. 
21ſt Pune 1652, Memorandum with Mr. A, | 
To confider my laſt Letter, and correct an 
ſion in it anent Church- members their Qualification, 
and reſtrict it to Admiſſion to the Sacraments, = 
2. To ſee how far he agrees with me in theſe Thing 
I write ol. 
. To ſhew that, ſince my laſt, my Mind is much 
alicnaed with General Deans's Diſcourſe : Therefore, 
uire how can we conſent or ſubmit to Rulers 
of Fig Principles. 
ne n the Gel. Aſſembly, and the 
ot 
5. What Overtures of Peace or Agreement are fallen 
upon, for theſe in the Weſt, and others with the - 
* .Er and P ho 
o conſider their Pa ropoſitions, how 
8. 0 ee and can cloſe. Fi 
7. What Way they ſettle the Government, Seals and 
Juſtice ? The Elections in Burgh and Shire? 
8. Walter Cochran. 
9. The Money which we reſt to the Men of Camp- 
vere, how to be relieved ? 
To ſee the Acts, and borrow the Book. 
1. What he takes to be the Cauſes of the Loule De- 


parture ? 

| 1 What he takes to be the reſene Sig det; ; 
3. What is incumbent, and the ſpeci of the 
Time (beſide ſeeking of bim) and what * ed Du- 


ty is he calling us unto ? 


4. What Corruptions i in Worſhip and Ordinances does 
he obſerve ? 
5. What takes he to be the Cauſes of the bitter Dif. 
ferences and Divifions which are {prung up among the 
_ > N He wa , : bad raiſed 
20 1652. _ e 1 
on the 20% of July bree and the 
Proteſters within . my . . 
16 


| 27 
He beſeeches the Lord for Light to underſtand that 
great Providence, and believed in the Name of the 
rd Jeſus for an Ad vantage and Good out of that 
Matter; were it, by taking away the Aſſembly and 
che = | Ing, to make up a Work of Peace 
and Union among his People. 3 
His Heart was not duly affected with it; and therefore 
he ſought the Lord for Grace to underſtand this, and 
„ | 
Young Leathin loſt Mr. David Dick | ſon s Letter 
which was ſent to me; help me to know that. 
Lord, help him to ſome Scripture-ground for every 
In tion of thy Providences. 
1652, His Soul defired to be humbled un- 
der the Lord's Deſertion, and under his procuring of it, 
by Earthly-mmdedneſs and too much Care and Seriouſ- 
neſs in nouriſhing theſe worldly Thoughts, and taking 
3 in them, and 1 — — in emoying 
worldly Greatneſs and mi the Creature; and con- 
-fiders not how much he is deceived and beguiled in that 
LE For little Matter of Delight or Comfort 
is in them, but Vexation : *Tis his Bleſſing only that 
adds no Sorrow. Lord, mortify theſe Thoughts, and 
guard the Heart by thy Grace againſt this violent pre- 
vailing Temptation, which is ſo near to him, and hath 
at this Time Occaſion to inſnare and undo his Soul: 
Let the Heart and Mind be kept free and unpolluted 
-unto thee thro? Jeſus Chriſt ; and let the Love be unto 
thee alone, and to no Creature. | 
Oh that I could take up, in his Strength, Reſolutions 
againſt this Temptation hence- forward! 
Lord, I deſire to be humbled under my Unſenfible- 
neſs of thy Anger againſt the Land, and againſt thy 
Church and People that are under great Darkneſs and 
Diſtraction and Diviſions; and not taking up thy Mind, 
nor the Land's Sin and Guiltineſs, which hath kind led 
this Anger; nor do I take up my own or thy Peoples 
Duty: Put I am ſecure and at Eaſe. Oh Lord, pity 


and help me to look in into this, and grant Light and 
ad: 52 D 2 Un- 


| ( 28 ) 
Underſtauding according to thy Word, to diſcern gt 
thou art about, and-what thou art calling us untol 

Help him, Oh Lord, to be more exerciſed in and 
about theſe Things, and leſs about other Things Grant 

him the Spirit of his 0 — he may be rightl 
allected with the Signs Anger aginit the 
and againſt us thy Pole wad againſt himſelf and his 
Family, and theſe in whom he has near Relation; 5 in 
whom he is ſmitten and ſpoken unto. 

12th September. This D Day many of the Con 

tions of the Land are humbling themſelves 8 
Lord: And he deſires to join Sith them, and that le 
Soul may be throughly and duly humbled under his 
own and the Land's Goiltineks and under His Rods and 
Judgments lying on himſelf and on the Land. 

1. Thy Hand: hath been, and is yet ſtretched out 
againſt People and Rulers 3 and who among us doth lay 
It 0 Hearts All are aſlecp.and ſecure ; nay, and ev 
one laying the Blame on others, and none taking wi 
their own Guilt as the Cauſe of the Provocation. 

2. Much Fainting, Remiſſneſs, 5 N off from 


ſeeking the Lord; Formality, H bong. ſpiritual 
depo Lay nk 3 every one themſelves 
to © 


3. Much Blindneſs and Dulneſs, none taking up the 
Voice of the Rod. | 
4. Much Incorrigibleneſs, Ulighting of the Word, 
undervaluing the Goſpel. 
yth November. 1652. Under the Senſe and Dn 
henfion of the Lord's Deſertion and 
him, he deſired to be humbled, and to K his Fre 
again. and [that he] would rcetu n. 
Cauſes of this Deſertion. 
1, Unmortified Covetouſneſs, Earthlineſs, and inor- 
dinate Deſires after Riches and Eſtate in the World. 
2. Other ſecret Luſts nouriſhed ; ſuch as Self-conceit, 
Pride, Carnality, and following earthly Wiſdom, Man- 
picafing, grieving his Spirit thro? incautious Walking. 
3, For Family-fins unmourned for, the Sins - _ 


** „ 
Land unmourned for, the Sins of Children, and the 
Wrath of e _ 77 not 172 15 
Not wi e Judgments on che 
9 God's Diſhonour; Tang in theſe Times of 
Trial rather to ſave himſelf than to be innocent, and 
preſerve himſelf from Pollution, Guiltineſs and Snares. 
Oh that he. could this Day cry loud unto the Lord 
with ſtrong Cries and Tears, and that he may be heard 
in that which he fears! 
- 20th. March 1653. I obſerved the Lord's croſſing 


i ng Providence, laying an we Bhs in his Wa g 
ufa his South . about * 
while they that grow up in their — we in the very 
ſtant are diſcover! 2 have the Wrath 4 
and to be put on Work to ſearch the Cauſe, and to 
mourn for the Sin more than for the Puniſhment or the 
Smart: That the removing theſe ſeems to be from the 
Evil to come; I ſay, to come upon us of this Family, 
and upon this [Land and People.] | 
———There ſeems no leſs than — of tis dear 
Wife, who was his Se earthly Comfort, and did fore- 
run much Calamity 11 and Wo, which did 
befal on his Fache, Children and the Family. Lord 
help to confider the taking away of ſuch. 
| obſer ved the taking away of Mr. William Strachan 
that pt 4 05 and a vehement Promoter of the Af: 


ſembly, pe Area 
. Wend . ie Evil or 


Error ſhould 4 in N more, or Formality' prevail; 
but that it be an Advantage, and no Hinderance to the 
Truth and Godlineſs ! 

And obſerved ſome ſtrengthni 7 = nf 
dences and Comfort, after my Refuſal of TE 

from the Engliſh. 

The Earl o Murray died 4th March 1653, when 
he had fold and bar 2 for a great Part of his Eſtate. 
lime his Son did fall fick, and could not come to 
his Burial, which was on the 22d March. 

I obſerved the Death of the Prince of Orange, and 


It 


( 30 J 
it ſeemed to be as the cutting off the King's Right hand; 
and the Ruin of his Affairs in StotlanJ and Agen did 
immediately follow there 


_ e.. 
King's Family, that a Princeſs brought forth a poſthu- 


and gave {ome Ground of Expectation in 
gon 700. oe. - 


3 in che Midtt of his Days, 
full of gteat Hopes. and they fruſtrate. 

Ü have called to mind the ſad deſolate Condition of 
Germany, and the Churches there, both of old and at 


82 which ſeems to repreſent much of our Condition 
e Lands: It will be no Marvel that he ſcatter, 


Humble and abaſe us, as he hath done thoſe who 
#fſed the Truth in e Lan their Covenant was 5 
aſide allo. © 

ault Merch, "The Lady Duffus died, being married 
on the 13th ve fan, ſhe lived two Months and 
little more in is was a new Im 


in my Journey; at he Earl's Burial we got Advertiſe- 
ment to 70 hen. 

24 March 3 653- A publick Day of Humiliation, 
-wherein all the ions of the Land deſired to 
mourn and lament him, who hides his Face from 


us, and lets out his Wrath ; as appears not only 1 ghar] 


Sufferings, but in our Darkneſs and 
Unconvincedneſs of the Cauſes of his Anger. 

That the Land hath reſted in a bare Proſeſſion of 
Rel not walking anſwerably to it, but diſhonour- 
ing Our Profeſſion by the overflowing of Profanity, Un- 

godlineſs, Pride, Violence, Formality, Unhumb ednefs, 
Cura; aol Loking of be CPD I. H ily, Fa- 
4 Unjuſtice, Deceit. 

To ſeek his 1 * to the Land, and to ourſelves; 
and that be would turn away his Anger, and diſpel. our 
Cloud and Darkneſs; and, Abeit he umble and ſmite, 
that he would not do it in Wrath, nor take away 
55 Love and K indneſs from us. 

That he would ſanctify our Troubles, until 75 Lee an 


ue, 


CF) 
— make known his Mind ; that we may not 


from him when he ſmites us, but 
E. ht home. 


That he would behold our Confufions, and order 
them to Goody ach ws how to walk under them, 


and not ſtart even] albeit it t get us Deli- 
. that we may not ſtudy LE. > | 


leaſe Men, but the Lord. | 

Thar he . the wag 1 of his 

e, 3 * . i yranny, or 
Confuſion, or ] at 


be reſtrained, 
born down, and. driven _ 
That he * would raiſe up N 


wille fun him; and chat in kn Run ag do it = 


in Wrath, but there may be Mercy eople in theſe 


Revolutions and 
This Day d Soul AR as to be humbled under 
the Land's Sin, Guiltineſs and Danger, and to ſeek the 


Lord in their Behalf ; ſo to be hum led under his own 
Unclearneſs, Unſtableneſs, and Unthankfulneſs, and 
Nr mas ge au and to beſeech way gp = 
| Lon) dom in, 
for preventing Kim als. Oh r 
dApecialbhy en” Go 
Stu at the Lord's 5 
Ceres, Delights ; and would tura away the 
Wrath that appears in thele Rods which the Lord is 
, ing, both in taking away and removing his Siſters | 
Lom Evil to come on the and us. 

17th April 1653. — ge ſtrong in the Lord, and in 
the Power of his Grace or Might : Put on the whole 
do Wi of ts 131 againſt 


I 

rainſt , Eier. geen ng the Rub 
arkneſs of this World, and againſt ſpiri Fees 

— in 4 Places, W. — you the 

Armour of God, that ye may be able to ſtand in 


the 
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the evil Day, and having _ all 70 fland, and, &c.— 
Reſolve in the Lord's Strength from this Day forward 
to ſeek him for himſelf. That he 7 lot by its 
Believing was never out of his Wa this thou 
wouldſt ſeem to be all him. Of 21 then how 
inexcuſable is he! But if thou hadſt made ev Act 
of Believing to produce an Affliction and a Crols, yet 
Believing had been his Duty, and the Jeaft : But mei 

„55 to hire him, and to pay him 
for it. n if this be ound ! 
Thy Wad f fays, ey ſhall not be confounded; and 
for thy own Clu thou wilt not have any do an Act of 
Service to thee for nought, nor wilt thou be in their 
Common. Oh _— more, and confirm me 
in Believing, albeit I ſhould not ſee a | preſent making 
good of . or a Reward. | 

A. Lord, teach me. to try how long my Obedience 
or Tenderneſs will laſt, even when Jong and Strait and 
Hazard is over, that he may ſeem to be out of zheir 
Reach. 

D. People may attain to a preat deal of outward 
Performance of Duties, and flouriſhi — and 
yet the Heart not be right in God's Sj 

Oh Lord, this Doctrine diſcovers b of | 
the Devil in his Heart! Meikle Unſoundneſs indeed is 
there under his fair we Profeſſion. This is a Day for | 
Humiliation and Supplication, and for believing in 
Chriſt Jeſus, both for tance, Remiſſion and San- 
ctiſication. Thou loveſt Truth in the innermoſt Parts: 
Let him be filled with that which thou loveſt! There 
is a Promiſe for this End, He will build on it another 
Heart, another Heart. 

Tho' a Heart go on in a Courſe without Contradiction, 
it does not argue * 1 rar 4 

Lord, does not this ſpeak to my Holes in reference 
to Profeſſion, Love to the Lord, 7nd his Cauſe and 
his People, in theſe Limes? 

Here will be his Snare, and Sin, and Jadement; if 
thou preventeſt not, and purgeſt 5 and redeemeſt oo, 


ticular. 


[i Bok 
and ſaveſt not. Save ; for he is thy Servant : He FR 
fires to be humbled, and to believe in thy Name, for 
inward thorow Sanclification | mm in his Par- 


\.-"- his: 55 

I. A Heart touched for the Straits, and ade fr the 
Cauſe of the Straits: Sin is not the Burden, but Af⸗ 
0 by 2 f 

2. Ev 2 ot Þ e e 
changed ma _—_ by 

3. When the Principle of our Earneſtneſs is not right : 
When it ariſes from Self-love and Rev or Fear of 
Calamity to come; and not out of Delight in God, 
and Anget at ourſelves for grieving him. 

D. It is Merey that our Duty is laid on by way of a 
Covenarit : He might have laid it on fimply, and out 
of his abſolute Sovereignt 

D. A fincere Heart SY find not only a Neceſſity to 
3 and mourn; but to bind and lay Qbligations oc on 
1 

A ſincere Heart will be convinced much of their ow 
Unſtedfaſtneſs: They cannot truſt themſelves without 
an Engagement, nor when they have engaged and ſworn. 

Men that lay by our ſolemn Covenants, will find 

themſelves j in a wrong Cloſe one Day ; no Article muft 
be laid by. Oh for Grace to difern, and walk ten- 
derly i in this Matter, * not to credit his own Jealouſie 2 
Suſpi icions, Doubts | My Heart has been faſt and | 
with God : Oh Lord, ike ns | | 
Oherv. God [doth] not ſo much look what we are 
in the preſent Senſe, or Fit of Repentance or Mourning, 
as what we are in the ſubſtantial Duties of covenanted 
abſolute Obedience; the one will Wear miſlippen us 
than the other. 

If ſubſtantial Duties are neglecded or ſlighted, it is 
a ſhrewd Suſpicion, be the Repentance what it will, 
that it is not right. Lord, diſcover thyſelf in theſe 


Duties of the Time, and every ſubſtantial Duty, and 


help me on in Chriſt Jeſus ! 5 
5 E Eye 
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Eye the Reward in Dock but not as a Covenant of 
Works: Hang not the Weight of our Well-being on 
the Duty, but on Chriſt by Faith. 

D. The Lord doth not ſo much take Notice of a 
People not coming under the Covenant, or total Barren- 
nels, as he doth of their Unſtedfaſtneſs in it and Want 
of Uprightneſs, and Sm and Duty. 

D. Men, when Trials are over, are ready to lay by 
their Weapons, and to become more loge than when 
they were in the Strait. Lord help me to try, mourn 

A | | 

The Lord lets Trials ly on, and rids us not ever when 
we cry; becauſe he ſees that his People are not ſo ſic- 
card ¶ ſtedfaſt] to him, as they would bide [abide] by 
him if they wanted theſe Trials. 

Let us have much to do with God, beſide particular 
Difficulties. Let the Love of, and Delight in himſelt, 
ſet us on to ſeek him, when we want Straits or Diffi- 
culties. 

Self. denial, join'd with Faith, helps much to Perſe- 
verance: When we want Difficulties to exerciſe, then 
be exerciſed in ſeeking the Light of his Countenance and 
his Favour, and to be ſatisfied and delighted in him, 
tho' we wanted Trouble. | 
Oh, Lord, for Grace to ſanctify thy Name in the 
Faith and Application of thy Word! This Day ſome 
complain of a dead, fome of [a faint] Heart, ſome of 
a flinty Heart: But, Oh Lord, beſide the great Meaſure 
of all theſe, Oh what a Deceitfulneſs, Unſoundneſs, 
Wavering, Doubleneſs, Unſtedfaftyeſs, Diſobedience, 
Formality, Deceitfulneſs! Hearts are unchangeable and 
82828 if thou employeſt not thy Power and thy 
race. | | 

' Ob. The Death of good Mr. Ephraim Mebvil, a 
Loſs much to be lamented and not 1 The taking 
away a Man ſo precious at ſuch a Time and in ſuch a 
TY ee 5 4 
Ihe taking away of Mr, 7ames Fleming, Ar. 
Rollack in Perth. : * 

Off. 


RM 0 
Oh The Kything [Appearing] of the Grace of God 
in Elder and young Ones fo Booſie ; the Perſecu- 
tion in Frelamd of godly Men and Miniſters by Anaba- 


If this be not a Ground for me to forbear, and keep 
"This Ereaing be gage for the Sub 

is Evening he prayed for the ſetting up of the 
Lord's Work in the ed Norts.Country z that a 
good Miniſter at Oldearn, and a Family at Leathin, 
might be a Means for this End ; and that he might not 
cloſe with theſe that were the Inſtruments of his Peoples 
Perſecution. 2 | 
On 20th April 165 3, General Cromer diffolved that 
Parliament. Lord, ere he gather, let him firſt be pre- 
. and furniſhed, Lp he may 0 inconſiderately or 

Ay interprete, or pals Judgment on any of the 
Lord's Works, 9 e | 11 W 

Meikle [much] of the Righteouſneſs of God in it. 
How much Confuſion appears in the Lord's depriving 
us of all Rulers or Governors, is evident. Oh! pray 
that the Lord would make us underſtand and take up 
theſe great Works of his, that we may adore them. 


Guard againſt the Temptations that may ariſe from 


this, either Allurement, or Threatning, or Force: Fair 
Temptations are moſt dangerous. 
Iiſt May. | 

1. He did ſet the 1ſt May apart a Day of ſolemn 
Humiliation in the Cauſe foreſaid, that he may under- 
ſtand and not ſtumble at his Dealing: By the Word of 
thy Lips that I may be kept from the Paths of the De- 
ſtroyers, and uphotden in thy Paths. Pal. xvii. 4, 5. 
Concerning the Works of Men, &c. | 

2. To be humbled under the Darkneſs of his Mind 
in the Matter of the Proteſtation and publick Reſolu- 
tions, that Difference of Judgment may be removed. 

3. That the Exhortations from Wariſtoun, and his 
Letters, and the Prayers of His People, may be heard 
in this: That in thy Name may be his Glory ; and 
that he may not either think Shame, ſhrink, or run 
E 3 from 


4 
* 


| (- 236 
thee by carnal Policy, Reaſoning ; ſtudy to pre 
8 and ſave himſelf, or avoid . 15 N 5g 
That with all Boldneſs he may bear thee Witneſs, even 
in that very Cauſe which they maintain, ſo far as thou 
alloweſt : That ſecret Ignorance, N Slackneſs, 
Reaſonings, may be removed; and he may be clearly 
taught by the Word and thy Spirit. He ſpreads their 
Letters, Papers, and Prayers and Quotations before 
thee: Let him not reſiſt, but diſcern thy Spirit, and 
wholly yield up himſelf to it, | 
Lord, fave him from ſwaying to any Way or Party 
on that Ground of Favour or Good-liking to himſelf! 
He defires to chuſe that Way which thou approveſt, al- 
beit it lead me to croſs and contradi theſe that would 
ſhew me moſt Favour ; Let me not fail by that Com- 
paſs z it will beguile my Soul, if thqu preventeſt not. 
Iſt May. His ordinary, Ja. viii. 11. The Lord 
ſpake wa me with a ſirong Hand, and inſtructed me, 
that I ſhould not walk in the Way of this People. It 
was the Way that moſt of them went, common, uſual, 
Lord, a ſtrong Hand is needful to keep from ſuch 
Ways; not a Word only, hut thy Hand! Such is the 
Duty, ſuch 18 the Sin and Snare, that he is ſeeking to 
be inſtructed in this Day, either anent complying with 
£Exglifh Sectaries or Scottiſh Malignants, the Body of the 
Land. Oh Lord, what ſhall he ſay to this? It is one 
of the Particulars of the Day. 4 
Say not, A Confederacy, to all to whom this People 
ſay, A Confederacy. They were ready to contract and 
join with any Body that ſeemed able to help them, and 
not to the Lord. . 
There was more Cauſe of Fear (ſays Myculus) 
% a, ecchfia malignantium Jehudæ, quam ab Aſſyriis, 
e Syris vel Iraelitis, profeſſis piorum hoſtibus ; from the 
the Church of the Malignants of Judah, than from 
** the Afſyrians, Syrians or Hraelites, the avowed Ene- 
mies of the Godly,” ft 
They cannot ſanctify the Lord in their Hearts, that 
in Time of Danger run to the Arm of Fleſh, we the 
333 $6243) 
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Power of Men, love this World or the Things in it, or 
that go to his Enemies for Protection. Blin makes 
Stumbling, vo ny 2 4 Peo N 8 
and reject the Lord; but when wi e ins t 
milk os hear his Words, but have their — — £4 
zied to falſe Teachers. 

After he went to the uy woe was his Complaint 
that the Lord hid his Face from him : He asked at him- 
ſelf, What if the Lord ſhould not hear him this Day? 
The Conſequent would be Deſertion, and to be given 
up to Deluſion, Miſtake, Snares, carnal Ways, i 
the Holy Ghoſt, and Perdition in the End; to be bh 
ned in Sin, and ſo to add one Sin to another. Oh 
forbid, forbid, good Lord! Haſt thou ſo oft ted, 
and wilt thou not prevent, and deliver this once? What 
Pleaſure haſt thou in his Death? Wandering and Miſ- 
carrying is his Death. | | 

Albeit the Lord this Day would condeſcend to clear 
him anent the one and the other, and tell him what he 
ſhould chuſe, and what he ſhould refuſe; yet that 
would not ſuffice, nor do his Turn. Oh Lord, re- 
member in the Morning what thou didſt to thy Prophet. 
Thou didſt not only ſpeak, but with a ſtrong Hand 

tells him, 


thou taughtſt and inſtructedſt: But his Heart 
he would refuſe, and oppoſe, and refiſt, and reaſon 
againſt this ſtrong Hand. Lord, he cannot anſwer that 
Objection, if thy Grace be not ſufficient and effectual 
enough. Oh, there is more in this than can be ſpoken 
or believed ! he gs Retractorineſs - a carnal unbe- 
lieving Heart; Who can exprels it? It were Mercy in- 
Foes be delivered dem fb a Plague, 28 
It is the very Purpoſe of this Day, to be humbled 
under the Senſe and Fear of ſuch a Plague, and to de- 
recate it. He is now as it were between two Milſtones: 
not the one or the other fall upon him. If he be 
deceived, let the Lord deceive him, if he may [ſo] 
ſpeak with Reverence. 
Thou requireſt meikle [much] at his Hands; and 
this is the Day in which he deſires to n | 


l 
reſts, and to renew Surety, and tranſact with thee, and 
to give thee a new Bond. It is owing to thee, put 
whoſe Name thou willeſt in the Band. He deſires not 
to be loofe, but to be tied and bound and engaged to 
the particular Duty on the Terms of thy Covenant of 
Grace. | 

He will. m thy Light, and thy Strength, and thy 
Name, defire to give up himſelf to thee this Day, and 
to follow thee in the very Way that thou ſhalt point 
out to be thine, thine, thme ; and to renounce the Way 
of Man, be what it will. As for the Works of Men, 

the Words of thy Mouth, thou wilt preſerve me 
Por e Paths of the Deſtroyer. 
He is (chou knoweſt) an empty, unſtable, unſound 
Creature; impotent, blind, c It were thy ſhor- 
teſt Work to deſtroy him, as a withered, rotten, uſeleſs 
Stick, that no Uſe could be made of. 

Lord, caſt not away; it is and Wonder in- 
deed, and no Reaſon can be given it, not to caſt 
away ſuch a one as he is: Let it be to thy Glory. 

Diſcover Idols and Corruptions that have been hid 
and ſeeret: And, when thou looſeſt Corruptions, let 
tem not be his Death; but purge them out, and rid 
of them for thy Name's Sake : For diſcovering and con- Þ 
vincmg will not do the Turn! Oh make * Heart 
perfect in thy Statutes unto the End. 

Mr. Hurchiſon, on Hoſea vii. | 
Men that begin to decline, will not get the Mediocri- 
ty of Declming kept that they think. | 

Good Motions cannot be kept in with all our Care 
and Watchfulneſs, and are ſoon extinguiſhed : But evil 
are ſtill burning, and cannot be extinguiſhed. 

An ill ordered Church will ſoon make a tottering E- 
ſtate and Civil Government. They devoured their 
Judges, and their Kings are fallen. 

Sedition, Fumult, Mutations, Couping [Overturning] 
of Rulers, ariſe from burning Lufts. 

It is great Stnpidity, under ſuch Confuſions, not to 
ſeek to the Lord. 
* Lord, 


Wo 

Lord, help me to make Application, that I never 
begin to decline; for, alas! I will not get a Medio- 
crity kept, but depart farther and farther from thee, un- 
til i periſh : "Therefore prevent, and guard againſt the 
firſt Motion. 

Alas, Lord! I cannot diſcern nor foreſee Evil: 1 
am not ſtedfaſt for thee, and valiant. 

The Diſorders in Church have made England rec} 
and Scotland alſo. O ſettle the Ark of th Strength 
among us, and then we ſhall be a ſettled Elan ! 

Pity, Lord ! while theſe Lands have devoured their 
Judges, and couped [overturned] them: 80 that we are 
in ſuch Confuſion, that we know not what to do. 

Lord, were our firſt Mutations from Luſts? And 
are theſe from our Luſts? Reſolve him, and let him not 
be ſtupid in theſe Times; but that he may in the 
1 of theſe ſeek to God aright, and with all his 

Afternoon. He defired to look on the Doctrine of 
the Compaſſion, as the Fountain whence all our Good 
does ſpring. | 

His Compaſſion led him not only to forgive the Sins 
of the Godly, but of the Nation alſo, ſo far as not to 

deſtroy, but turn away his Anger. | 
* 'Tho' he had condemned, and ſaid, I will caſt thee 
off, it hinders not from pleading his Compaſſion, Lord, 
I am undone then: And the Weapons that ſerve to con- 
demn us at Juſtice' Bar, plead for us at this: Sin, in- 
numerable Evils compaſs me; my Sin is very great. 
Oh ſtrange Arguments |! | | 
Lord, thou haſt laid out thy Compaſſions this Day 
that he might lay himſelf and his Sores and Wants and 
Miſeries at thy Door : Compaſſion can cure all, when 
there is no Worthineſs. | 
That the Lord would, out of his Compaſſion, forgive 

and heal and lead him: He is full of Sores and Filthi- 
ne and mage 26 Joly 3 his Wiſdom _—OY 
and complying wi en, is a running 
Lord, for thy Compaſſion dry it up. 


He 
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He is a reeling, unſtable, ering, unſettled, luke. 
warm Creature. Now, for thy Compaſſion, forgive and 
heal, warm, fſtabliſh and enlighten, and draw and he 
ſhall follow. 

He is double-hearted, unſound, naught, faithleſs : 
Lord, purge, and fill with believing. 

He is perverſe and blind, and ready to miſcarry and 
| thro' the corrupt AﬀeRions in him, Self-love, 
ſs in his Judgment, Fear to confeſs thee, or ha- 
zard himſelf, or his Eſtate and Peace. ook; 

This Day he confeſſes the Filthineſs of theſe Sins: 
Oh Lord, out of thy Compaſſion waſh and make 
him clean ; create a new Heart, enlighten, confirm, 
convince and draw ! ä 

He will believe on this Attribute of thine, this ex- 
cellent Attribute; and, were he caſt away, he would 
look to it. f 

Remember, Lord, the Work of his Spirit this Day; 
the Work that he has tabled before thee this Day: 
hear, and let the Words of thy Lips pteſerve him from | 
every evil Way. | 

The Defign of the Heart is not to preſume or put 
himſelf in high Duties ; but to pray that his Heart give 
thee not the BP» when thou <afteſt him to confeſs thee | 
in a ſolemn difficult Duty, whether upon the one Hand 
or the other : Lord, put to thy Seal that thou haſt 
heard him, and heard them that ſeek unto thee for | 
him; and that his Soul may thrive : That this Day 
there may be ſome Aſſurance, that nothing ſhall pre- 
vail ſo far with him, no Temptation, as to make him 
refuſe to part with his Life, Eſtate, Family, Friends, 
Reaſon, Credit, for thee. Lord, is his Heart right in 
ſeeking ? Oh, if it were, thy Heart would be toward 
him to grant it! it is juſt that he ſeeks: It becomes 
not a Beggar to boaſt and extort his Anſwer. Lord, 
Mercy, Compaſſion, thy Faithfulneſs. O thy Love and 
thy Clo , and the New Covenant is the Ground of his 
Supplication and his Confidence : May he ſay, Thou 
wilt hear! Oh good News ! His Soul ſhall bleſ thy 
| Name 


„ 

Name for ever and Sr, He dare not queſtion but 

thou wilt forgive and hear. 
| Ere he come to Glory and his Journey's End, he will 
ſpend much of thy free Grace ; what in oning, 
what in preventing, what in convincing, what in en- 
lightning, what in ſtrengthning and confirming and up- 
holding; what in watering and making him to grow; 
what in Growth of Sanctification, Knowledge, Faith, 
Experience, Patience, Mortification, Uprightneſs, Sted- 
faſtneſs, Watchfulneſs, Humiliation, Fruitfulneſs, Re- 
ſolution, Self- denial, diſcerning of Snares and avoiding 
them ; what for the Publick, what for the Private, 
what for the Family; what againſt Snares on the right 
Hand-and on the left : Oh Lord, he can conceive thy 
Grace to be above and beyond his Needs and Wants. 
Lord, forgive; Lord, let him ſee the Sufficiency of it. 
But, alas! he is already off of his Feet: Familia- 
rity with Men, and Affairs and Engagedneſs in Em- 
ployments, are like to ruine him. Lord prevent, and 
take him from the Temptations, or the Temptations 
from him; and let not Nature and Wiſdom miſcarry 

him: Prevent what he fears. | 

zd May. He deſired to come under 4 daily Obſer- 
vation and recording of the Lord's Providences and 
of his own Ways. Oh Lord, teach him how to go 

about this Matter aright ! 
ad May. He went to Dalkeith to ſee Colonel Til- 
burn : His Heart trembled, remembred Daniel his re- 
fuſing to eat of the King's Meat, leſt this and the like 
Familiarity ſhould be a Snare to him: He prayed to 
- Zo free, and to have his Heart eſtabliſhed with 

ge. 

Mr. Moſſey came in at Night and fup'd with him: 
As that Man's Heart is to thee, Lord, ſo do him good 
in the inward Man, in diſcovering Snares that he 1s in, 
and in delivering and ridding him, for thy Name's Sake. 
This Day, 3d May, he went down to Leith anent 
my Fees, and did meet with neither of them; by 
9 F | which 
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which the Lord feems either to diſappoint, or to make 
me more indifferent in the ſeeking or getting them. 

4th May. The ordinary Morning, 1/a. x. 5, &c. 
where he obſerves Man's Corruption, 'and the Lord's 
Challenge to be about this, aſſuming and aſcribing Suc- 
ceſs, Wealth, Sc. to themſelves, and not unto the 
Lord: It is no new Thing for the Lord to leave or 
give up his People unto the Hands of tyrannous and 
vile Men; while their End is to ſpoil and devour, his 
End is to humble his People, and to take away Droſs, 
and to prepare them for Deliverance. The Time of 
Deliverance is, when the Lord hath done his Work 
upon Mount Sion, and no fooner : Oh Lord, when 
will thy Viſitation produce this on the Spirits of thy 
People in theſe Lands! 

It is true, becauſe of Succeſs Men do prefer their 
Cauſe to ours, as if their Way were more pleaſing to 
thee : Lord, vindicate thy Holineſs. 

Let not his Heart rejoice in the Day of thy Peoples 
ſuffering, albeit himſelf were free of ſuffering. 

Lord, ſanctify to my Soul all the Ways of thy Pro- 
vidence 1n external 'Things, whether Private or Publick, 
Croſſes or Comforts, Loſſes or Gain: Thathis rejoicing 
may be in thee, and not in Creatures, or in any Abun- 
dance. Let no outward Things be a Snare to him. 

5th May. This Dav Mr. 17/ey came and took me 
out: We read, and made Obſervations on the Teſti- 
mony which the Proteſters gave him, and prayed; de- 
bated on Toleration and their nouriſhing of Error. 

He told me, Lillumm ſaid, he would ſee, if the Aſ- 
ſembly ſat again, by what Authority they ſat. 

15th May. After I came from ＋ ; his Soul 
was caſt down under this, that he did not give unto 
the Lord the Glory due to his Name, in his profeſſing 
and confeſſing of him, in his worſhipping and drawi 
near to him 1n holy Services, in his . ents and 
Cares, which took up his Heart and Spirit and Thoughts, 
to the grieving of the Lord's Spirit, andthe interrupting: 
his Communion with him, and expoſing him unto, = 

. 
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involving him in, many Snares: He deſired to be caſt 
down under the Facileneſs and Plauſibleneſs of his Na- 
ture, by which he labours to pleaſe Men more than 
God; whence it comes that the Wicked ſpeak good 
of him: Mo be to you wwhen all Men ſpeak good of you. 
For ſtrict fincere walking cannot conſiſt with the Good- 
liking of carnal godleſs Men ; for he would defire to 
hate and be hated, if it were for and in the Lord, rather 
than to purchaſe their Liking with the Lord's Diſlike 
and Diſpleaſure. 

He deſired to be caſt down under his Unſenſibleneſs 
and Uuburdenedneſs with the Eſtate of the Lord's 
People and his Sanctuary, which he lays not to Heart; 
his own Darkneſs, Unconvincedneſs, Self-approving, 
Contentedneſs with an eaſy Condition to himſelf, not 
caring how it with the Lord and his Glory. This 
Day he is to beg from the Lord, to be helped thro' 
his Grace in Chriſt Jeſus againſt this Temptation; and 
that a Spirit of Diſcerning and Light, and a Spirit of 
Tenderneſs, Zeal, and his Fear, and of a found Mind, 
may be poured out upon him, for right conſidering and 
laying to Heart the Condition of the Lord's People, and 
his Dealing and his Glory: It is not enough to ſee and 
confeſs and apprehend, but to have the Heart duly and 
deeply affected with it, and to be ſtrengthned by his 
mighty Power with Grace in the mward Man to do 
what he calls to. | . 

Lord, keep him from leaning to his own Underſtan- 
ding; but fill with the ſaving Knowledge and Under- 
ſtanding of thy Law : Stir up, and giant this Spirit 
of Strength, not only to confeſs, be convinced, deter- 
mine and offer, but by thy effectual Grace to be born 
through, that he fail not nor faint not, or come not ſhort 
in a real fincere Endeavour and Aim at every Duty ; not 
at one only, but to have Reſpect to every Command of 
m5 RT 2 5 2 Os 

He deſires to mark and note the Matters which 
ſhould burden and affect his Spirit, 

1. The Land's Sin and Provocations, which brought 


F 2 | on 
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on the Wrath both upon Prince and People; meikle 
[much] unacknowledged, unrepented-of Guiltineſs in 
the King and his Family ; and not that only, but much 
Corruption, Defection, Uncleanneſs amongſt us allo, 
even among us, Lord. | | | 
2. 'The Judgments which have befallen, whereof 
many are ſpiritual ; ſuch as Darkneſs, Diſappointment, 
the Lord's turning away from us, the Confuſion on the 
Land, on the Spirits of his People in the Matters of 
Religion and Government both Civil and Ecclefiaſtical. | 
We are compaſſed with manifold Snares on every Hand ; | 
and there is an Outbreaking of Wickedneſs by the Al- 
lowance of theſe Governors, as hateful and abominable, 
and diſhonourable to God, as any or all the Evils which 
he did deliver us from; albeit, as to Injury againſt the 
Perſons of his People, there be more Freedom. 

3, Irapurity in our Societies, Fellowſhip, and Admi. 
niſtration of {ſpiritual Ordinances and Diſcipline ; where 
we have almoſt nothing but Formality and a Vizard. 

4. The general Corruption of all Eſtates, and a Ten- 
dency to Defettion, Looſneſs and the favouring of Ini. 
| quity, } 

5. Our Differences, Bitterneſs, Implacableneſs to one 
another, Unconvincedneſs, and not taking with Guilti- 
neſs, no mourning for Sin in the Land, Unſtableneſs in 
the Truth, following our own Spirits ; and no Under- 
ſtanding to diſcern and try the Truth ard the Spirits, 

but following and mingling in every Purpoſe much of 
our own Spirit. : i 

6. It would be enquired into, Why our Miniſtry and 
Watchmen and their Aſſemblies are thus? Why his 
People ſhould be thus ſcattered and driven and broken 
in Judgment? N | 

7. He defires to be humbled under the Land's and 
his own baſe, ſinful, corrupt creeping under and com- 
mitting Whoredom with the preſent Power that for the 
Time rules, without reſpect to the Lord; as if our 
Sentence were not from him. 

This was the Sin of us and our Fathers, in * 

| wil. 
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willingly after the finful Command of Rulers 3 immo- 
derate ſeeking their Face, and Lothneſs to contradict, 
oppoſe or tellify againſt them. Oh that there were a 
Spirit of Courage and Wiſdom poured out on us, that 
we might be valiant for the Lord and for the Truth! 

Let thy Word abide in me, Oh Lord! This is my 
humble only Suit. And rid my Soul out of Snares ; 
this is the Trouble and Wo which he fears. 

He deſires to mourn for this, that Men have not done 

for reforming and purging the Houſe of the Lord what 
they ought to have done, but letten his pleaſant Garden 
turn into a Wilderneſsand Confuſion, and a Place of Dra- 
gons and wild Beaſts ; Wilt thou not ariſe for this, and 
put on thy Zeal? Wilt thou not raiſe up the Inſtru- 
ments? 

Lord, he is like to ſtumble at the Differences of thy 
People, and to count the Zeal of all Men for God to 
be wrong; and therefore to fall in a Temper of Indiffe- 
rency and Coldneſs: And deſiring to avoid Contention, 
Oh Lord, he will let the 'Truth go, and diſpenſe with 
Duties, and condemn Duties: And this is a grievous 
Snare and a fearfu] Danger, not ſeen, not ſeen ; and this 
Day he deſires to be prevented. 

Many, many Fears is he under, and many Snares, and 
meikle [much] Guiltineſs. This Day he defires to 
look unto thee in Chriſt Jeſus, and to beheve in his 
Name for Mercy, Pardon, Sanctification, Wiſdom, Pre- 
vention; let him not be confounded: And thro' the 
Covenant, that is in all Things well ordered and ſure, 
even in all Things, to look for Help in all theſe Caſes, 
and other Caſes beſide, which are known to thee. Let 
him not be diſappointed, nor put to Shame; for he 
truſts in thee. 

Lord, his Soul will not paſs by nor diſpenſe with 
any one Particular this Day; but defires thro the Blood 
of the Covenant that is everlaſting [to] be anſwered 
thro' his Name, and born through. 

Let not falſe Reaſoning and — — and 
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draw away the Heart: For thy Law do I love; in thy 


Laws I delight, according to the inward: Man. 


— ___—__,c, H. (L.) 
1 y from God 1s a Plague and Judgment enough 
« in itſelf, tho' there were no Puniſhment following it. 
It raiſes an ill Report of God, as if he were not 
<* to his own, or worth the keeping, but to be fled fron 
© as from an Enemy. What Evil have your Fathers 
« formd in me?” Oh Lord, I flee from thee in many 


Things, and know it not; or am blinded, and will not 


know. Lord correct; he had never a Fault to thee : 
And therefore is the more inexcuſable, if he flee from 
thee ; from his Life and from his Light, and from his 
Guide and from his Father. | | 
Any Caule, tho? never ſo deeply contrived, tho' never 
fo wiſe, which leads from the Lord, is but Sillineſs and 
Folly. Lord, print this on my Heart, and convince the 
of Sin, and my Soul of Sin and Sillineſs and 
Folly! Silly Dove! Simplicity cannot bear us out in 
thar which is evil; if it be not ſeaſoned with holy Wiſ⸗ 


dom, it cannot but inſnare and miſlead us. Lord, 
guard and pity my poor Soul then. 


Succeſs ſhould be rightly and wiſely conſtrued: When 
we conſtruct Providence or Judgment wrong, to confirm 
us in an evil Way, it is to ſpeak Lies againſt the Lord, 
and to father Wickedneſs upon him; — he takes no 
Pleaſure in any Thing that is evil. Much of this Kind 
of Lying and Miſconſtrumg ſeems to be among us. 7 


Lure redeemed them, and they have lied againſt me. 


Carnal 82 or leaning to Cr ter and miſ- 
knowing the „is a great Degree of A ſy : 
They . never mourn 5 Sina the Fans bs 
of their own Soul, that ſee not the Hainouſneſs of them 
beyond the Sins of any other. Oh that I could take 
up Sin rightly, and every Thing that aggravates it, and 
be duly burdened wich it! 

It is right with God, when Men walk out of the 
Way, to make their own Way a Snare to them. 

(A) We, poor Creatures, aro commanded by rr 
: | A LC 
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Aſſeckions and Paſſions; they are not at our Command: 
But the holy One doth exerciſe all his Attributes at his 
own Will; they are at his Command : * are not 
Paſſions nor Perturbations in his Mind, cho' they tran- 
us. Were my Affections and Faculties at thy 
mmand, I would not ſeek them at mine: But, when 
I would hate, I cannot; when I would love, I cannot; 
when I would grieve, I cannot; when I would deſire, 

I cannot when I would. 

It is the better for us, that all's as he wills: And 
we need not marvel why he hides, and does not manifeſt 
Love ſometimes; for he knows the Prejudice which it 
might do to us. | 

he Lord will never let forth more Anger than may 
conſiſt with the good Pleafure of his Will, and his Fi- 
delity, and oak —— rey his People; or that 
may hinder his Sympathy with their Sufferings. 

Goodneſs 1 appears, [as] in forbearing 
to ſtrike, ſo in moderating when he ſtrikes, and laying 
| leſs on us than we deſerve : He ſuffers their Manuers. 

are cruel to themſelves, that put the Lord to 
ſtrike : He ſmites not willingly. Not obſerving his oft 
preventing Mercy in holding off Wrath, is great Un: 
thankfulneſs to God, and r to ſtrike. 

Uſe. To theſe that have not been ſmitten in the com- 
mon Calamity; ſee that Immunity from the Stroke be 
not the ſaddeſt Stroke: Turning away Anger, and the 
Manifeſtation of it, may prove the pouring out of 
greateſt Anger. c | 

Let us not fo much grumble at that which is upon 
us, as wonder that there is not more inflicted on us. 
We oft-fin in not ſhewing forth our Thankfulneſs in 
acknowledging the Mercy in our Afflictions, whilſt we 
complain. 55 | 

When Afflictions are a-dealing, let us not refuſe to 
take our Share with the Lord's People ; tho? oft they 


get the firſt, yet never the ſereſt: Join with whom we 
ror "= ſhall-taſte more of the Dregs than his Church 
. h : . 
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22d May. His Soul deſired to ſeek the Lord, and 
to be caſt down under the Looſneſs of his Spirit, and 
Unſavourineſs in this Week that's paſt eſpecially his 
Unwatchfulneſs, Carnal-mindednefs, Formality in draw- 
ing near to thee, Others are this Day renewing the Seals 
of their Aſſurance, Peace and Communion with the 
Lord in his Ordinance, and getting Strength and Grace 
renewed, while he is ſitting fin them come good 
Speed, and let my Drought and Barrenneſs be helped in 

e Lord Jeſus! 
Let my Soul live, and be prepared to receive more 
of that Life that is hid with Chriſt in God ; and be 
more of all Superfluity and Naughtineſs, that it 

may live by Faith ! 
is Forenoon he read the 32d P/ahn, 8, 9. J will 
inſtruct thee, and teach thee in the Way that thou ſhalt 
go: I will guide thee with mine Eye. Be not ye like 
=> Horſe, or like the Mule, that have no Underſtanding, 


Lord, this does deſcribe the very Condition of my 
Heart; I am like a Brute Creature that has no Under- 
ſtanding: May he not pray that thy Admonition, Be 
not, may be a Command? Be not thou, Thou ſhalt not 
be as the Horſe. May he not pray and believe in thy 
Name for making good the Promiſe to me, even to me 
alſo, that thou wilt i and teach me the Way that 
IT. ſhauld go, and guide me by thine Eye? He defires 
to have the Faith of this Promiſe in his Heart, and to 
exerciſe the Faith of it, and [that] I may not let it go. 
He waits on thee ; thou art his Rock, his Strength, his 
Houſe of Defence : 'Thou wilt know my Soul in Ad- 
verſity ; and for thy Name's Sake lead me and guide 


m 

Oh Lord, print on my Heart P/al. xxxi. 6. to hate 
theſe that N lying Vanities: My Nature is not 
bent to hate Evil with that Indignation that he ſhould. 


What Profit is there in my Blood, when I go down 
into the Pit? In thy Favour is Life. Let me diwell in 


thy Temple; there every one ſpeaks of thy Glory. 
T hou 
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T hou wilt keep me alive, that T go not down into the 
I Let me not be aſhamed ; for I have called upon 
Mee. | 

Oh Lord, meikle Sweetneſs in theſe Pſalms : Teach 
me to draw 1t forth, that I may be prevented. 

= Hoſea vu. e 

This Day he heard that many Things might fall iu, 
that we are apt to reſt upon in the Matter of Repentance; 
as Conviction, legal Work of Terror, ſome external 
Duties: That there may [be] meikle Din and Praying 
with little Subſtance. They cried, but not [to] the 
Lord with their Heart. | es : 

When our Cry aroſe only from Self, and Fear of out 
external Calamity, we were no better than Brute Beaſts ; 
howPd like Dogs. | | 

There is no right Turning to God, but when he is 
taken up to be the moſt high God. | 

Nothing will { ſurely or ſuddenly bring on Judg- 
ment, as defending ourſelves in Sin, and not taking with 
our Sin, and the Puniſhment of it. 

Our Repentance muſt not be like a deceitful Bow. 

Prayer and an orderly Converſation muſt be joined to- 
gether, or elſe it is Rebelling againſt him. 
| Dam Ixxviii. 39. * 5 
We oſt partake of the Fruit of his Compaſſion, and 
know it not; therefore we would not taſte and ſee his 
Compaſſion in any Thing. 5 
The choiceſt of Men are frail and nothing, Fleſh; 
and as the Wind it paſſeth away and returns not again. 

Ceaſe from Man, whoſe Breath is in his Neſtrils ; 
for wherein is he to be accounted Pe © 

Uncontentedneſs with our Eſtate, and lifting up our- 
{elves againſt God, ſhews we know not our Original. 

Tho” Man be frail and nothing, yet, alas! I eſteen 
over mieikle of Man, even more than of God; for 1 

fear and am over loth to offend him. 
Me ſhould not complain on our Condition here as 
bard: When we are under Croſs, we think we were 


( 50 ) | 
well if this were over; and yet we may change our | 
Croſs, but not our Condition. 

Let us not build much on outward Comforts ; they 
will not laſt nor continue. Changes will trouble us the | 
leſs, that we reſolve with them before-hand, and think 
not on building Tabernacles to ourſelves here 

Men are Atheiſts in the Point of their own frail mor- 
tal Condition here, and Atheiſts in the Point of Eter- 


nity. 

E that we know not ourſelves how frail we 
are. 1. If we be not evermore in Mercy's Common. 
To one that knows his own N the Lord's 
Mercy is never taſteleſs; he finds it in approaching to 
God, and then cries out he abhors himſelf: In Delive- 
rances and Benefits, he is leſs than the leaſt of his Mer- 
. | 
2. When we expect or dream of Contentment below 
in the Creatures. He that knows himſelf, cannot be 
beguiled of the World, or diſappointed: He is prepared 
for the worſt it can do, and is not allured nor E with 
the beſt of Creatures. | 

2. Boldneſs to Sin, an Evidence we know not our- 
ſelves. -1. Meddling with God's Truth and Worſhi 
may ſeem a cleanly Sin, Cc. 2. To fall in Sin, whic 
the Word preached does often challenge. 

4. Pride and Inſolence under Proſperity. They at 
Times think themſelves God, or not in the common 
Condition. of Men, but ſingular. Make them know 

themnſehves to be but Men. 
5. They think never to meet with Eternity, and never 
to part with the preſent World. Lord, diſcover this, 
and purge away my Droſs. 
23d May 1654. I have reſolved and determined, in 
the Lord's Strength, to eſchew and avoid Employments 
under Cromwell : I fay, Tis in the Lord's Strength. 

24th May. I ſpoke with Mr. Zeighton: He did 
ſhew me, that the compoſing of our Differences was 
not a harder Task than the finding out the Lord's Mind 
by them, both the procuring and final Cauſe, 
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He thought Holineſs, the Love of God and our Bre- 
thren, was the chief Duty God was calling us unto, and 
Sobriety and Forbearance to one another. | 

He knew not if it were not from his natural Temper, 
or ſomething of the Engliſh Air; but he thought it 
was the ſafeſt to incline in mitiorem parte. 

Much Perſecution was there upon our impoſing upon 
one another, as if we were infallible, allowing none that 
differed from ourſelves in the leaſt Meaſure, 

He thought the Lord would break that which we 
would fo fain hold up, our Judicatories: He had ob- 
ſerved ſo much of our own Spirit in them theſe many 
Years paſt, that he had lothed them for the moſt Part, 
and wearied of them. I faid indeed, I thought that 
our Judicatories theſe three or four Years were much 
deſerted, and without that Preſence of God in them 
which ſometimes was obſerved. 5 

Our Differences were [the Cauſe.] That the Lord 
might not be traced in his Way, and that none may 
come after him ; therefore he darkens our Mind. 

Now, Oh Lord, guard my Heart againſt that which 
I incline unto, even Indulgency and counting light of 
Errors and Hereſies! And, Oh Lord, guard alſo, upon 
the other Hand, againſt that blind Spirit of ſinful U; - 
tenderneſs! Help him to be making a right Uſe of all 
thy Works of Judgment and Mercy, and to be thorowly 
acquainted with thy Will, and No Duty which thou 
calleſt me unto. 5 

Mr. Leighton ſaid, Theſe Differences ſhould make 
the Hope of Heaven the ſweeter. I ſaid, Tis true; 
yet ſo as not to weary here, or be haſty. He ſaid, It 
was the more venial Extreme, if any were venial, and 
better than any Love of the World. I ſaid, One Gram 
of the World's Love was more burdenſom and worſe 
than a hundred Grains of untimeous Deſires after Heaven. 
He ſaid, Deferred Hope breaks the Heart. 

He ſaid, If the Saints knew the Advantages and final 
Cauſes of their Differences and Trials, they would ra- 
ther Trials. And —_—, think the ſweet Fruit 7 
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ſanctified Trial is to ſee Mercy in it for correcting our 
Quarrelling, and Advantage; which would make us 
love the Lord the better, and to ſay, In Faithfulneſs 
thou haſt affiicted me, and, It was good for me, &c. 

Tho' we may not love the Sin, yet we may admire 
and love and adore him that can extract Good to us, 
and Glory to himſelf, out of our very Infirmities aud 
Sin. | 

25th at Night. It was the Night that the Proteſters 
and the Aſſembly's Commiſſion came to Town. | 

27th May. . Blair, Mr. ames Durham and I 
went to the Proteſters in Waritoun's Chamber, and ex- 
horted them to Ways of Peace and Union. Mr. Ru- 
therf2ord retorted, That he heard much of Peace with 
Men: But would like better to hear of a Peace with 
God, and taking with Sin, that his Wrath may be turu'd 
away; without which a patch'd Peace would be little 
effectual. 

M ariſtoum ſaid, He hoped to ſee the Day that all Eng- 
zand and Hotland ſhould yet take with their Sin in 
Deion and Departing from the Lord; and could not 
but exoner himſelf to us, that he thought either 
they were right of the Aſſembly or the Proteſtation, and 
that the Truth was on the one Side or the other; and 
therefore the Neutrals were as far wrong as any of them: 
And therefore exhorted us to conſider. 

Mr. James Durham ſaid, That many in the Weſt 
were weary of theſe Contentions, and would fain be at 
che Shore. | 
Mr, Robert Flair ſaid to me, he had as much En- 
largement and Senſe of Preſence of God, and Joy and 

Raviſhment in his undertaking the Journey to Neu- 
Hugland, as ever he had, or any Man had; yet he found, 
ere the Journey was half-done, that it was not the 
Lord's Mind, but was forced to return and quit it ; and 
und a more clear Warrant that it was not the Lord's 
Mind that he ſhould go, but rather that he ſhould ſtay 
| at home. | | 9 | ; 

25th, I went to Lilburn to ſpeak ancnt the Cle 
90 
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of the Shire, and obtained nothing. vir. Colonel 
Tomkins, Deniz Bond, Alderman Elan, Bradfſpaw, and 
the Lord Gray of Burlie, Alderman Fftwwick Sheriff 
of London, and Sir m Lenthal Keeper of the White- 
Lion Priſon ; the exceeding Growth of their Wealth; 
Purſuers lying in Priſon and 3 and enjoying 
their Eſtates, and their Creditors 
to be redreſt. 1 

28th. We had a Meeting with the Brethren of the 
Proteſtation, and ſpent an Afternoon in Jangling with- 
out any Fruit. 

We met with Mr. Douglas and Mr. Hutchi/on in the 
Morning, and found there was much Heat and Preju- 
dice in his Spirit: Under the Colour of Godlineſs, 
there was much Knavery among them. And he had 
defended ſome of theſe young Men in Linkthgow Preſ- 
bytery, becauſe he thought they had good in them: 
But, Cc. 

Gh Lond. his Soul deſires to mourn under this Di- 
ſtemper which he ſecs on the Spirits of Men, and 
theſe dear to thee. 

29th May. He deſired to deal with his own Heart, 
to be ſenſible of this Judgment, and to enquire from 
what Root it ſprang, and to beſeech the Lord to pluck 


ing: This was 


at up. 

This Day he read Variſtoum's Paper about Soul-cove- 
vanting with God, and deſired to yield up his Spirit 
and Soul, Mind, Conſcience and Affections to the 
Lord, to be his in a prrperan Covenant and Donation 
thro' Jeſus Chriſt, as being not his own, but his; and 
therefore ſhould (as he deſires Grace to do it) live to 
the Lord, 

[L.] Upon Hoſea viii. Lecture, Mr. Hutchiſon. 

['They] pretend, Thou art our God, we have known 
thee : Theſe Pretences will not bear out. 

It is a woful Thing when the Lord refutes theſe Pre- 
tences and Deluſions by rejecting our Prayers. Oh Lord, 
help me to know, when refuſing Prayer is a Refuting 
of pretended Intereſt in thee ! Shall thy poor * in 

: . 
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. 5 4. | 
Scotland take thy refuſing of their Prayers as a Refuta- 
tion of their Faith and Intereſt in thy Name? Oh Lord, 
forbid ! | 3 
A real Intereſt in God, is a ſure Conſolation in Time 
of Trouble. „ 
D. Tho' we were not under Covenant with God, 
or would retract our Promiſe, yet that frees us not from 
Obligation and Ties; for we are bound to him by a 
Law. | | OT 
D. Profeſſion and Practice muſt be joined together; 
for it ſuffices not to fay, My God, we have known thee, 
while we caſt off the Thing that is good. 3 
D. No Obligation or Tie can bind them that have 
no Principle of Grace. They had a Covenant and a 
Law : Yet, &97r. IR. : 
Croſs Diſpenſations ſhould not diſcourage thoſe the 
Lord minds Good-will to; and proſperous Diſpenſa- 
tions ſhould not make them ſecure that walk in a wrong 
Way, diſpleaſing to him. Oh for Faith and Diſcer- 
ning to apply this to theſe of England, and to theſe 
Things that are [in] Difference among thy People in 
Scotland ! for we neither defire to f j good or ill to 
. ourſelves or others of our own Kind bra by thee and 
thy Word. pak on | 
The more Grace, and the more Doing in Religion, 
"Chriſt gets the more ado. It is good, whatever befal 
us, that we be drawing nearer God, and eſchewing 
Evil: Let Men ſay what they will, the beſt Way in 
— World, and the beſt for us, is to follow the Lord 
ill. N 
EKRKeſting on a ſtanding Intereſt in God, and a convin- 
ced Mind of Sin and Duty, doth beguile many in the 
taking up of their own Eſtate. 
Our Good and the Lord's Glory arc ſo linked toge- 
ther, that we cannot caſt off our Obedience, but 
are we refuſe and forſake our own Mercy. We have 
Reaſon to ſuſpect all our Counſels and Ways and Af, 
fections ; for, if we be left, we would chuſe that which 
is not good to ourſelves, but Ruin. 
P/al. | 


1 
Dual. Ixxvin. v. 40. 

God's Compaſſion takes from our very Frailty a 
ſtrong and forcible moving Argument to ſpare, and to 
do us good : Praiſe, praiſe, praiſe. This muſt be 
made uſe of with much Submiſſion, Humbleneſs, Won- 
der, Love and Thankfulneſs. 2. This belongs to them 
that fear him : It is his Prerogative-royal to reprive 
from Juſtice a convict and condemn'd Creature: None 
but he that is above Juſtice can do this. = 

When we have no other Defence, Frailty may be a 
Ground of not giving over Dependence upon God. 

As if he ſhould ſay, What ſhould I win [gain] by 
deſtroymg them? I would but miſs my great Purpoſe 
of ma 6. i and ſaving a People and Church to myſelf; 
for there is not one of them better than another in this. 

2. Or, as if he ſhould ſay, It is natural to Man to 
Sin, and therefore I muſt deſtroy them all, if I ſhould 

o upon this Ground to puniſh and undo them when 
icy fin againſt me. I have ſeen His Ways, and will 
heal him: Oh ſuch ſweet Arguings ! 

3. Frail, ſinful, filly Creature is below me, that I 
ſhould ſtrive or contend with ſuch a Worm: It is a 
ſmall Vaſſalage to me to deſtroy a Flea, a dead Dog, 
as he ſaid to the King of J/zael; dry Stubble, ſays 
Job; or a Leaf of a Free, a Shadow. 

4. As if he ſaid, Poor Man in his beſt Eſtate has 
Miſery enough; tho I ſhould not ſuddenly deſtro 
him, his Day will ſoon come. They are ſhort and fall 
of Sorrow ; Why ſhould I cruſh him then ? 

5. By this I will give a Proof that I am God, and 
not like them. They are like themſelves, witleſs, frail, 
ſinful; and I muſt be like myſelf, without Spot, for- 
giving Iniquity, bearing with poor Creatures; and ſo 1 
get more Glory than if I deſtroyed them: For any 
Names Sake IT will refrain. 

Uſe. You ſee that Man's Preſervation is of free 
Grace : Many Billows go over his Head, and one 
would ſoon ruine pogr Man, if he did let out all his 


Anger. 
2. Theſe 
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2. Theſe that have not another Argument to plead 
with God, but their ſinful, helpleſs Condition and 
Frailty, deſpair not; uſe that ſame Argument well, 
and it may prevail: Be not diſcouraged ; it is a forcible 
Argument with God, if we have an Intereſt in the Co- 
venant of Grace : For we muſt not look to ourſelves, 
what we are; but at the ſame Time we muſt look to 
God, what he 1s. 

Oh that we knew theſe two Things aright ! 

Even when they cry down themſelves, and abhor 


themſelves moſt, he caſts none away for their low, baſe 


Condition in their own Eyes. There is no ſuch Hin- 
drance as a Conceit of any Things in ourſelves. *Tis 
Pride that would hinder us from being in his Common. 

D. Whatever Compaſſion we meet with; in particu- 
lar, of ſparing, pardoning, delivering, providing; let 
us ever have an Eye to Eternity. Our Breath ere long 
will go out, and not return: Eternity will try the 
Reality of our Grace, | 

D. Nothing ſo much exalts Compaſſion as his over- 
coming the Sinfulneſs and Provocations of the Creature; 
1. Confidering that pure Juſtice is put to Silence. 
2. Nothing betwixt the Sinner and uttter Miſery, but 
his mere Compaſſion : Were this taken up aright, we 
would not quarrel with him as a cruel Enemy, albeit it 
far'd not with us as we defire ; but we would rather ad- 
mire and wonder that we are thus ſpar'd, and that he 
forgives as he does. This Forgiveneſs is a great high 
Mercy, but we prize it not: *For who rejoices in the Þ | 
Faith of it, and delights himſelf in and in the 
Hope of Glory ? | 

We have not ſeen the Deſert of Sin; and therefore 
we quarrel, when we ſhould adore and admire, and 
ſanctify and love his Name in our Hearts. 

Let us daily take a View of Sin and Frailty, that 
we may, without Formality or Flattery, ſay, How great 
are thy Compaſſions! or elſe I were undone, undone : | 
This would keep our Spirits from Diſtemper. 11 

This Evening his Soul found ſomething of the Ver- 

tus 
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tue of the Covenant, encouraging and confirming iti the 
| Faith of theſe Things he prayed for; and he renewed 

tis Acknowledgments and Engagements to the Lord. 
{ He found, in the Trial of his Intereſt in the Lord, 

that there was no Queſtion of the Intereſt and Covenant- 
right to him, in regard of his frequent, renewed, reite- 
rated Promiſes, Dedication and Oblation of himſelf, 
and all that he is, to the Lord; if there were any Que- 
ſtion or Unclearneſs, it was in the Lord's being and be- 
coming his, even his God: He could not ſay but he 
had Grounds to believe the Lord's Condeſcenſion and 
Conſent to it alſo from his Word by which he has 
tied himſelf, and from ſome ſmall Experience, Oh 
Lord, confirm my Soul more and more in the Faith 
of this, that he may believe perfectly without ſtagge- 
ring, and be eſtabliſhed, and receive the Effect of Ay 
| Promiſe and Covenant, according to thy Truth and 

Mercy, and plentifu] Compaſſion in Chriſt Ude in 
whom all the Promiſes are Tea and Amen! I deſire to 
| open the Mouth wide, that thou mayſt fill it. 
On Mark{s], Afternoon, of a Soul that had found 
| the Lord's Compaſſion in pardoning. 1. They loved 

the Lord meikle. 2. Prized Pardon meikle. 3. Won 
dered at his Compaſſion meikle. 4. Lothed themſelves 
meikle. 5. Saw their own Vileneſs more than ever. 
5. Mourned and watched and repented, [and] feared 
him becauſe of his Goodneſs. 2 

1{t Zune 1653. My Brother Wariſtoun told me of 
James Nisbet, and the Lord's wonderful Diſpenſations 
to him; what ſenſible Appearances of God he finds in 
his Labour about ordinary Employments. 

Confirmations againſt the Engliſh, and complying 
with them: Jf thy Eye be ſingle, the whole Body is 
| full of Light. Againſt his praying in that god leſs Fa- 
mily: He enquired into a Calling and Warrant for 
every Thing he undertook. | 

He ſhew'd him Colonel Ker's Letters relating to 
providential Concurrence of the Word preach'd, Rom. 
iv. 9, and Word read, 1 Chron. xvii. 23, 24, 25. ne 
| what 
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So 


what Witneſs was born to his Spirit, that his People in | 


Scotland were ven of him as Philadelphia. 
Mariſtoum. That they were about the Duty of Soul- 
covenanting with God. 2. And Miniſters enquiring 


domatim into the Soul's Condition of their People. 
Alas! fo ſhould Maſters into the Condition of their 


Families and Children. 


James Nisbet farther aſſured him, that the Lord Þ 


would [yet] ſet up Judges among us from ourſelves. 
zd June. The Malignants and the Governor of Lin- 
lithgow did beat and abuſe the Presbytery of Linlith- 


gow. They came to me, and defired me to go with 


them to Colonel Lillurn. Albeit, in the Cafe of Dif- Þ1 
ference, I was not clear; yet thinking it was their Lord Þ 
they ſuffered for, I did go: But met not with Lillunn; 


only delivered the Errand to Mr. Clerk, and he did 
promiſe to write to the Governor of Linlithgoꝛv, that 


they might be admitted to live peaceably, and exerciſe Þ 


their Calling. 
Lord, teach me what may be learned out of this 
Providence, and all that I have met with in it. 


3d une 1653. Mr. Rutherfoord and Sir John e 
_ Chiefy were ſent to me from the Brethren for the Pro- 


teſtation. 
Mr. Rutherfoord ſaid, They were come to lay claim to 


me in the Lord's Name, and deſired me to appear for 


the Way wherein the Lord had led us and bleſt us for 
many Tears. 1 

I anſwered, That I behoved to ſay with Shame, 
That I was never forward nor 1 in any Thing 
that was good; and, if in any Thing I was dark, I 


could not be truly humbled under it, until the Cloud Þ 


paſt over. 

Mr. Rutherfoord, &c. ſpoke to the Aſſociation and 
the Sinfulneſs of it, and that the Word did not hold 
out a Difference betwixt Conjunction and Aſſociation in 
defenſive and offenſive War; that what was unlawful 


iin the one, was unlawful in the other: [7gel for Self- 


defence might not take Idolaters, Sc. 
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I anſwered, and acknowledged, That in that I dit. 
fered ; for I could not find any Word or Warrant from 
God to bind w the Hands of Men from their own 


Vefence, when their Liberties, Life, Eſtate and deareſt 
natural Intereſts were invaded. | | 


| Chriftian Man; he has ſomething dearer to him than 

theſe : When Religion and the People of God could 

not be preſerved but with the Loſs of Mens natural In- 
| tereſts, the one muſt give place to the other; otherwiſe 
| excommunicate Men, and Papiſts and Idolaters, could 

not be debarred. 5 

; . Chigſiey. All Men admit, that ſome, even 

þ 5 ” e Caſes, ſhould be reſtrained, and will not admit 

| ZBſ[rodie.] I anſwered, I could not condeſcend what 

Cautions [and] Limitations were neceſſary upon this 

Law of Nature ; but the Hazard or Conſequence to the 

Work or People of God, might not be a Ground to de- 

bar from a natural and moral Duty. 

' Rutherfoord. The debarring theſe and ſuch Men is 

a moral Duty, oppoſite to that Light of Nature, of 
Self-defence. 

Sir Join Chieſey. Who dare fay, that we may 
7 - a ſafe Conſcience ſet up wicked Perſecutors to the 
Helm? 15 
V. I do acknowledge, it is a perpetual and eternal 
Truth and Duty, for us to labour to ſet up the beſt of 

en as Rulers over us: But where either there are not 

uch Men, or where we have not the Phyſical Power and 
alling to ſet them up, as among Heathens, or the Ge- 
terality of a corrupt People or Land; there it were 
ur Duty to vote and endeavour to chuſe the beſt of 
he Society: But, where we cannot it, I hold my- 
If bound to chuſe and aim at the beſt ; but to reve- 
tence and ſubmit to the Ordinance of Government, al- 
eit Providence in the Call or Election ſhould ſet up 
icked Men unfit and unworthy to govern, 

| would conſent, if I _ among Pagans, to chuſe 
| 2 a 


Rutherford. Light of Nature is no Rule for a 


| 60 
a Pagan Ruler, where I could attain no Chriſtian Ruler, 

rather than live without Government, and ſo living | 
among wicked Men. | | 

Sir John Chie/tey and Mr. Rutherfoord aſſented to the 
Caſe of Pagans, but were not clear with me in the reſt, F 

I ſaid, Wherein the Commiſſion of the Kirk did vary] 
from this Rule and Duty, in conſenting to the Choice] 
of wicked Men, or in taking away the Reſtraints which 
| held out wicked Men, they finned, How far their] 
Hand was 1n this, I knew not. 

Next, I ſaid, I was diſſatisfied with the Bulk of pu- 
blick Proceedings: The Scum of Men were gotten up] 
to Places of Government ; and, had they proſpered, 
we might have looked for fore Days to the Work and 
People of God in both theſe Lands, for moſt of them 
had Enmity at all Appearance of Godlineſs. Nay, to 
tet up theſe again by French, Dutch, Iriſh, &c. 1 durſtf 
not conſent to it, nor deſire it of God, but rather 
beſeech him not to grant Men their Luſt or Defire in 
this; for, if Matters be ill now, it would be worſe. Þ 

Rutherfoord ſaid, That was all they deſired. 

T {aid, The Commiſſion of the Kirk, and ſome of their 
chief Members, did diſavow the Proceedings of Parlia. 
ment in this. 

Rutherfoord. What did they againſt it? Did they 
8 Ert Lord's Mind in it? I ſaid, They declare that 
they did, 

Rutherfoord prayed to be kept from cloſing with 
Malignants or the preſent Power. Who would go un. 
der a Houſe when it was falling? So many 'Teſtimonie 
cf their Ruin and thy Anger againſt them And ſhal 
we involve ourſelves in their Sin, and ſo partake of ther 
Judgment? God forbid. 

5; He prayed the Lord to declare who ſought him in 
Truth and Singleneſs of Heart; to be kept from joining 
with Zutherans, &c. E 

Aſter Prayer, I ſaid, As to the Buſineſs you ſpoke 
of to me, I ſhall fay this; Albeit I differ and come 
not up to lee fo clearly in theſe Things as other Mc, 
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it is my Burden ; yet my Heart is with you, I ſhall be 
loth to be 5 a contrary Side: I muſt wait. And 


in the mean Time, not for my Cauſe, but for the Lord's 
Name that's call'd on me, be inſtant with him on my 
Behalf, that I may be to his Praiſe in my Generation, 
and may not deny his Name or Truth. | 

Sir Yohn Chieffey. It would much rejoice us, that 
you would write to them, and teſtify what you ſaid to 
us, that you diſlike the Bulk of Proceedings. 

Rutherjoord. Tho' you differ in ſome Things, as 
there is [Difference] among ourſelves anent, 1ſt, The 
Nullity of the Aſſembly; 2dly, Defence, c. Yet, i 
you be ſatisfied in the chief Things, it were a great 
Honour to. the Lord to witneſs for one Truth of his. 
B. I anſwered, God willing, with the firſt Occaſion 
I ſhall declare all that I have Nur to you, both to 
any of your Number and to theſe of the Aſſembly. 

Sir on ſaid, He had been much preſs d to ſeek the 
Lord . my Behalf, and he looked the Lord would do 
me good. | 627 -.« 

en It was my: chief and only Defire, that 
my Tongue, Heart, Hand, Pen, Life and All might 
be to his Glory: I did count it my greateſt Honour ; 
but I knew not if ever he would honour me to be for 
him all my Days. 

When they went away, I bowed down before the 
Lord, and confeſſed, for the Wrongs I had done to him, 
it were juſt with him never any more to do me good, 
or honour me to honour him: I defired Light and 
Strength that I might not deny him: I ſpread the Caſe 
before him, and thanked him that had ſent them to me : 
1] defired he would either clear me that it was not his 


Truth which they maintained and preſs'd, or elle fave 


me from denying him in that Truth. If he thought 
not fit to hear me in either, I ſought Grace to bear, For- 
giveneſs of my Ignorance, and Wiſdom from above, to 
order my Converſation aright; not carnal, politick, 
time-ſerving, ſelf. ſaving Wiſdom: Oh that were to give 
over to the Devil, But ſpiritual Underſtanding, 7 
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bide in his Trath, and that his 'Truth -might abide in 
me; and that I be not forſaken, but be brought through 
in the Strength and Grace of Jeſus Chriſt. | 
' 4th Fame. Swintoun defired me to dine with him: 
He told me, That he thought Presbyterians in England 
apprehended a Diſadvantage in this e; and that 
one Motive was (as the General ſaid to him) a Fear of 
a Deſign to introduce Presbytery. . * 

As to the Peoples Liberty and Freedom to elect, he 
thought there would be little in that, till they were 
fitter for it: And People would offend leſs [i. e. be leſs 
offended | that a ſupreme Power ſhould rule over them, 
and to want their Liberty, rather than to have a Liberty 
reſtricted with ſuch Qualifications debarring three Parts 
of the People; and there would be leſs Favour, Emu- 
lation, Heart-bunuing, Oc. F 

5th June, the Lord's Day. He deſired to know 
what ſhould be the expreſs, particular, ſolemn Errand 
of the Day, wherewith to come before the Lord. 

Anent Aſſociation. To that Objection, That, by 
putting Power in the Hands of wicked Men, we gave 
them Occaſion to overturn the Work and Cauſe of God, 
and to perſecute the ay e of God. 

 Anſaver, That was but a Conſequence: If it was 
a moral Duty to defend themſelves, they ſhould not be 
prohibited to exerciſe that Duty for the Land, and for 
their own deareſt natural Intereſts. 2. Were a wicked 
Man our Son, our Brother, nay, a Stranger, purſued 
by a Company of Robbers ; Whether were it good Ar- 
ing, He is a wicked Man; he muſt not d him- 
ſelf, nor draw a Sword: wy [ will not help nor re- 
lieve him, nor endeavour to do it; becauſe he has done 
and may do meikle Miſchief, if he eſcape? 

I ſuppoſe the ſame of a mad Man: If he be in Dan- 

er, ſhall we not help him ? It we be in a Society where 
* are Forty wicked Men, and Two godly, and all 

uniſhed alike; Shall we not permit the Forty to de- 
End themſelves? Muſt not the Two godly undertake 
to defend themſelves and the Forty? 


Next 
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Next it came in my Thought, my poor diſtracted 
Brother: For his Wickednefs, I may not negle& any 
Means for his Recovery, albeit I ke little Hope that 
ever he ſhall do good, if he were recovered: | 

Next the Condition of Proteſtants in Germany and 
France: Shall they not join in common Defence of their 
Country with Papiſts, Eger ? Have they ever re. 
fuſed to join in Armies on this account, for oppoſing 
the Turk or other common Enemies; or in a Lan where 
the Twentieth Part is not Proteſtant or Chriſtian, and 
Nineteen Parts Idolaters ? Yet dare I not, till the Lord 
inlighten more, juſtify the taking Papiſts m the Arn 
or Idolaters in this Land, 3 the Conſtitution a 
Government ſettled is Reformed and Proteſtant. The 
Caſe is otherwiſe where the Government 1s as yet con- 
ſtitute Popiſn. Mraels Caſe. Vide Fune 12. 
lt may be a Matter to exerciſe Chriſtian Prudence, 
how far to make uſe of the Body of the Land in a 
common Invaſion ; but that there is a Prohibition to 
the contrary, appears not. 

Oh for Light in this, and for Grace to avoid a Snare, 
that he be not letten [ ſuffered ro] reaſon himſelf 1 _ a 
Pit that he ſees not! Let not his Lips open to juſtify 
defend Iniquity ! Let not his Underſtanding be that 12 
far — or blinded thro' Ignorance, or corrupt Af- 
feections, or carnal Reaſoning! Oh for Grace and Lighr 
this Day! 

15 Forenoon, P/al. xIv. 7. Pſal. xl. 

T hou loveſt Ri ig hteouſneſs, and hateſt 12 ickedneſs ; 
therefore God, even thy God, hath anointed thee with 
' the Oil, &c. and reſpeFeth not the Proud, and ſuch as 
Turn aft de to Les. 

Oh Lord, I deſire to examine my Love and Hatred. 

Is this a Cauſe of thy pouring of the Oil on thy Son? 
Lord, pour of this fame Oil on his poor Member, that 
believes in him for Ri teouſneſs, Sanctification and 
Strength, to hate and refuſe Evil, and to diſcern it, and 
to know, chuſe, love and embrace that which is good; 
and por reſpet? rhe Proud, nor, &cc. 
| P/al. 
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C1. 
Pal. xliv. 3. But, 1. Thy Right-hand. 2. Thy 
Arm. 3. The Light of thy Countenance. 4. Becauſe 
thou hadſt a Favour to them. May not my Soul make 
uſe of theſe Inſtruments and theſe Arguments for their 
ſpiritual Deliverance and Conflict, and for the Salvation 
and Deliverance of thy People? No other Reaſon can 
be given, but becauſe thou haſt a Favour to them. We 
have nothing to boaſt of; all Boaſting is ceaſed : Neither 
any Thing to lean to, but thy Right hand, thy Arm, the 
Light of thy Countenance. 
Lecture, Hoſea viii. 4. 

They have ſet up Kings, but not by me; Rulers, but 
T knew it not. | 

Oh that great Truth! The Lord may determine and 
permit many Things to come to paſs, which Man brings 
ſinfully to 2 ; as this Defection from the Houſe of 
David in the Days of Jeroloam. 

Prediction and Providence cannot juſtify a Perſon or 
a People in [a] wrong Way; only to the Rule, the 
Word and the Teſtimony. 

Devils may boaſt of Providence in all the Succeſs 
which they get. 

Changes in Civil Government oft involve the Actors 
in Sin and much Guiltineſs. 1 

Change in Civil Government ordinarily, as a Conſe- 
quent, draws Corruption in Worſhip after it, the one 
to maintain the other. „ 

Corrupting the Worſhip of God is a fearful Sin, and 
of itſelf ſufficient to ruine a People or a Perſon. 

The Holineſs or Quality of = Perſon will not ex- 
cuſe Error: An Angel cannot warrant it; Sin preſcribes Þ 
not. God reckons with J/7ae} for the corrupt finful | 


Foundation of their Civil Government many Years after. 


A Way of corrupt and falſe Worſhip ſhall lead Men 


in a Strait that incline to it. | 


That Policy or Security which is founded on a ſinful 


Ground, to the Hurt of Religion, or in Unrighteouſ- 


neſs, ſhall prove little to their Comfort that take it. 
Lord, teach me the Application of theſe 'Truths at 


this 


1 1 
this Time, that in the Faith of thy Word he may get 
his Steps ordered aright, nay, and his Thoughts as well as 
his Ways, without miſtaking! What is he, that he ſhould 
not miſtake? Every Man Vanity, how ſhall he not mi- 
ſtake? Can Man, unclean as he is, be without Sin and 
Ignorance? Oh no! Teach me to walk humbly under 
Darkneſs, and to depend on thee for his Light, that he 
{tumble not to thy Diſhonour. Flexibleneſs, natural 
Goodneſs, Dutifulneſs, Pliableneſs, Want of Edge a- 
gainſt Evil. is like to be his Snare and Burial, the very 
Grave of his Soul. T hou wtlr deliver from the Grave, 
and his Eyes from Tears, and his Feet from falling. 
Sermon. ” 

Suddenneſs adds much to the Aggravation of Sin. 
Alas! after Mercy, and after Correction, how apt at all 
Times has my Heart been to decline, and to provoke 
and forget thee (I may fay) in a Moment? This is my 
Shame. | 

It is a fearful] Thing when no Diſpenſation can do a 
People or a Perſon's Turn, neither Proſperity, nor Trouble, 
nor Trials, nor Kindneſs, nor Severity. 

The Sight of the Lamb, who is the moſt bleſt Sight 
to his People, ſhall be the moſt terrible and blackeſt 
Sight to the Reprobate. 

It is a great Exprobration, when the Lord ſays, Wha? 
have I done unto thee ? What Iniquity found your Fa- 
thers in me? Ko. 
Eſpecially Mercy ſhewn in a Strait. Better they had 
periſhed and conſumed in the Strait, than unthankfully 
' abuſe a Mercy. Oh, oh! | 

Now, for Remedy, 

I. Put the moſt deſperate Caſe in his Hand. 2. Seek 
not only to be freed of the Plague and Judgment of a 
declining Heart, but moſt earneſtly ſeek to have the evil 
Heart taken away, and that Seed of Unbelief and Un- 
ſtedfaſtneſs. 

A gracious penitent Heart [Soul] does not look at 
the preſent Failing, but all the Sores open; he looks 
with a mourning Heart at all the Slips and Paſſages of 


3 bt Un- 
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Unthankfulneſs throughout his Life. 1. Men oft for- 
bear Sin, not out of Hatred or Grace, but becauſe the 
Occafion or Temptation is withdrawn : As ſoon as the 
Spark meets with the Flax again, it burns. 2. Men 
{ee not the Sinfulneſs of Sin; Sin and Wrath are to 
them but a Contemplation. Affliction is a Candle to 
ſhew Sin; but it is not well if we have not another 
clearer Candle. 3d Cauſe of Apoſtaly, When Men 
mourn for the Act or Qutbreaking, but not for the Root 
and Fountain of Sin. 4. Spiritual Pride, ariſing from 
an Endeavour at Humiliation and Repentance. 5th 
Cauſe of Apoſtaſy is, Idleneſs, Want of W ork to hold 
our Spirits in Exerciſe, and giving Chriſt meikle to do. 

Frequent Sinning 1mports, 1. That no Bands can 
hold or ſecure them. 2. This ſays, Diſpenſations will do 
their Turn. 3. New Sins waken all the old Sores, like 
the digging of unripe Graves; it makes them all bleed. 
4. It hardens more. 

Have high Thoughts of God's Compaſſions; for they 
never fond them, nor have Right to them, that have 
low Thoughts of them. 

A Man may find Proofs of God's Compaſſions, and 
yet find a ſad Sentence from him : He had Compaſſion 
on them oft, forty Years, and at laſt fexwore they ſhould 
not enter into his Reſt. 

Jaume 5th 1653. Lord, this is a Time when man 
are falling away from thee into Error, into Looſneſs, 
into ſome Kind of Apoſtaſy or other; and others are 
ſaying, Jig in vain to ſerv? God, his Servers are ſo 
broken, divided, aſhamed : Therefore he counts it is 
his Duty to cleave the faſter to thee, and to determine 
and reſolve, in thy Strength, never to depart, never to 
turn aſide, nor juf. after another Idol, or a falſe god, 


or a falſe Way, that thy Ways may be in his Heart: 
Whatever Danger they may bring me unto, yet they 
ſhall be his Choice and his Wiſdom, before all the 
World. This, and not carnal, ſelf-ſaving Craft, and 
'Time-ſerving, is the Wiſdom which he craves : But, 


Oh Lord, how far is he from it? For thou ſeeſt how 
— OY cor- 
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corrupt, unſound, fleſhly, double, vain, his Heart is, 
and how ſoon he will turn away, if thou preventeſt him 
not. Go from thee when he will, he will never do fo 
well ; he will never meet with the like of thee. 

Oh! the Deceit lies in the Particulars; there's the 
Snare: No Man will take with Defection, till thou 
convinceſt. Much of this is requiſite in the Land a- 
mong thy People, and great Defect of it in his Heart. 
Lord, looſe the Heart from Love of himſelf and Crea- 
tures, and unite it unto thee, that he may fear thy 
Name: In thy Light let him ſee Light, even the Light 
of Life: Thou art the Way, and the Jie, and the 
Light, and zhe Truth; and all this, all this, even to my 

or Soul. . | 

7th Zune. N ariſtoum ſaid, T would either come a 
Step nearer them, or ſtep further from them to Defe- 
Aion. Lord, he ſees this Evil ready to break out: 
Prevent, prevent, prevent, thro' thy Truth and Cove- 
nant, that he be not forſaken or turn aſide. No better 
will come of him, if thou upholdeſt not. 

Let him fee in Perſons what to love and what to 
hate, and in Ways of Men, that he may chuſe the 
Good and hate the Evil, and not halt ſinfully. 

Lord, deliver from ſinful politick Moderation; that, 
whether Wiſdom or natural Goodneſs, all may be ſan- 
ctified to the Lord, to the Lord, or elſe it is curſed. 

1/a. xxiv. 18. to the End, ſeems to hold forth our 
Times, and Reeling and Confufions: The Earth is 
broken and diſſolved, and moved exceedingly; reels to 
and fro like a Drunkard, or like a Cottage, G . 
le is puniſhing the Hoſt of the high Ones that are 
on High, and 'Things of the Earth upon the Earth : 
They are gathered together as Priſoners in the Pit. 

Oh the Promiſe that follows, that it may be fulfilled ! 
The Lord may reign in Mount Sion, and in Jeruſalem, 
ard before his Ancients glortoufly. 3 

Lord, he deſires to be humbled under his preſent 
Diſtance from thee. Oh that he had as much Diligence, 
Forciceing and Care to 1 * ſpiritual Snares, as helps 
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to compaſs Buſineſs ! Then ſhould he by no Earneſtneſs 
grieve thy Spirit, and make haſte to other 'Things. 

8th Zune. I hear of Major-General Deans's Death 
by Sea. 

12th Zune, at Kirk of Clatr. 

The Lord did put it in his Heart this Day to be exer- 
ciſed in acknowledging the Sinfulneſs of his natural 
Temper, in Want of Fervour for the Lord and his Glory, 
and Want of Zeal and Hatred againſt Sin; that it is 
not abominable, hateful, lothſom, deteſtable enough to 
bim; that he can agree and comport with any Wicked- 
noſs, or wicked Men. This Moderation is not of the 
Lord, ſprings not from Holineſs ; but is contrary to it, 
aad will cut the Throat of Holineſs, and turn all Re- 
ligion to Nature: And the next Step will be, to hate 
thoſe that are zealous and fervent for the Lord's Glory, 
and in hating of every Wickedneſs and Evil; for he 
muſt neceflarily condemn theſe that are not of his own 
Temper. Hence it is, that the World, wicked Men, 
ſpeak good of him and love him, becauſe he teſtifies 


not againſt their Wickedneſs, complies with them, lets 


them live in their Sin. Wo, wo, wo to ſuch a Tem- 
per, when all Men ſpeak good of him; it is not for 
nought, it is a dear, dear bought Approbation. Let 
me be hated, perſecuted, torn in Pieces by the World 
and wicked Men, ere I ſinfully keep Silence at, conſent 
unto, approve or comply with, any Wickednels ! 

Oh that he may be at the Staff 's End with [a due 
Diſtance from] every Thing that thou hateſt, to hate 
it perfectly, not to regard theſe that turn aſide to Va- 
n'y! Striving at Civility and Humanity may, if the 
Lord prevent not, coſt him the Loſs of thy Favour, 
peril his own Soul, and caſt him into the Pit of Death. 

This Day he is to ſet himſelf againſt this Temptation, 
and to beſecch the Lord, thro' the Covenant of Grace, 
char he be not overcome. Reaſon will ſway much in 
fivour of the Temptation; Lord, ſubdue it! Let him 
be unres ſonable to Man-ward, when Reaſon is againſt 
thee end his Duty! 


Teach 
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Teach him to apply Chriſt for kindling and blowing 
upon his own Fire, that the Affections may be his 
wholly, fincerely, totally, indivifibly, abſolutely, folely 
his, without Reverſion. 

Thou, Oh Lord, broughteſt to Hand and leddeſt 
him upon Mr. Love's Sermons this Day anent a zealous 
Chriſtian, Zhe Violent take it by Force. He thanks, and 
bleſſes, and adores, and worſhips thee, and defires to 
believe in thy Name for Grace; thou art his all-ſuffi- 
cient Lord God. Print the Differences, Marks, Cau- 
tions, Inſtructions, Uſes, Reproots, and every Truth of 
this Day upon his Spirit deeply ; that they being mingled 
with Faith, he may change his Mind, and he be tranſ- 
formed, and the Word be not ineffectual. Oh grant, 
grant in Jeſus Chriſt! 

| June 1 2th. 

He had Thoughts for juſtifying Aſſociation. 
The Lend is incorporated and aſſociated, by Divine 
and Human Laws, into one Politick Body and Eccle- 
ſiaſtick. 

2. Otherwiſe we muſt diſſolve all Bands of Commu- 
nion with them, as with Infidels. 

3. Aſſociation conſiſts not only in perſonal Preſence 
and Aſſiſtance, but in Contributing of Men, Money 
and other Things, Cc. So that we muſt not take their 
Men, nor Money, nor Arms, c. | 55 

4. It were a Favour to theſe Men to exeem them; 
and no Favour to other Men to be burdened, and they 
eaſed. Vide 5th June. 

I2th June. | 

This was a Day at the Kirk of Clatt, coming from 
Druninour, in which he was exerciſed with much vio- 
lent Temptation of Luſt, Covetouſnels, Ambition, with 
much Strength and Force. 

In the Cloſe of the Day, the Lord ſeemed to viſit 
him, and incline towards him, in diſſolving his Soul 
into Defires and Aﬀections after his Name, Cr ſo pre- 
cious Name, that then was more fragrant and ſweet to 
him than Roſes or any coſtly Ointment or Perfume. 


The 
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The Sabbath. days Purpoſe and Suit was ſet on 
Foot, That he _ diſcern and hate perfectly every 

ppearance of Evil. He was caſt down under his na- 
tural Lothneſs to diſpleaſe Men, or undertake difficile, 
imitating Duties. This aroſe either from Policy, natu- 
ral Diſcretion, or Care to preſerve himſelf: And Satan 
was in all theſe, if Grace did not ſeaſon and ſway. 

Let his Soul be led forth in Zeal for the Lord, and 

for his Glory, and for his Truth, and for his People, 
and on his Side. 
I yhbe granting this would decide the Doubts of Civil 
Government, Aflociarion, army epd My 
Soul deſired that there might not be one Grain of his 
own Wiſdom or natural 1 in theſe, but to love 
or hate perfectly, as the Lord loves. 

Oh that the Lord would ſubſcribe, and ſay Amen! 

14th Jung. I came to Prodie ; and on the 15th 
my [Soul] was humbled under the carnal and fleſhly 

ions. 

17th Zune. He look'd on that poor Wane pet 
Fraſer, and ſaw her great Pain and Sickneſs, and deſired 
to be humbled under it, and to be inſtructed by it; 
and that the Rod might be ſanctifiedd both to the poor 
Creature and to us; and that He would take off or mi- 
tigate the Pain, or bear her up and ſtrengthen her un- 
der it. 

This Day, on the Deſertion and Deadneſs in bis ap- 


nor: and in reading! He read P/al. 
xvii | Sap as it was all lock'd up, and he prayed and 
mourned deeply before the Lord. 


17th Zune. He got Oliver Cromwells Letter, or ra- 
ther a Citation and Summons to come to London. 

4th y. Oh Lord, he has met with the Lion and 
the Bear before, but this 1s the Goliath; the ſtrongeſt 
and greateſt Temptation i is laſt. 

Upon the getting of it, he did communicate it unto 
Mr. W. Falconer, Mr. 25 eph and Mr. John Brodics, 
Nic. Guthrie, ant Brodte my Siſter, and David Bro- 
die; and defired them to {et themſelves apart for 1 

Sceking 
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Seeking of the Lord on my Behalf, for the Saturday 
and Sabbath. day following; and to deal with the Lord 
that this Citation may not be a Snare to him, but that 
he might be led out of the Temptation. 

He is not a Man of Courage, but faint and feeble 
and unſtedfaſt, wavering, unclear. ſighted and impure, 
Now, by the Covenant in Chriſt Jeſus, he ſeeks to be 


| holden up, and [that] the Lord his God thro' Jeſus 
| Chriſt may be forthcoming to him for Light and Strength 
and Diſcerning, and Courage and Faith in his Name: 


He will wait to ſee what God the Lord will fay. 
My Soul defired to ſearch, whether his performing 
0 


of Duties did ariſe from the Knowledge and Love 


Chriſt, or from natural Conſcience: And if Mortifica- 


tion of Luſts of the Eye, or the Fleſh, or Pride of 


Life, did ſpring from this Fountain, or from natural 


Light. Oh help to examine this deeply, that in thy 
Light he may ſee Light, and be ws 


ormed into thy 
Image from Glory to Glory; and tho' he cannot bear 
Witneſs of himſelf, yet he deſires to bleſs, praiſe, exalt 
and magnify thy precious Name for ever and ever. It 
is good and precious, and he has found it 16. 

But now his Soul defires to return to trace after the 
Lord's Steps in the Letter or Citation from Cromwell. 

1. He remarks, That this comes to him immediate- 


ly after he had ſet himſelf to ſeek diſcerning Grace, 


and keen Affections of Hatred againſt all that he hates 


perfectly, and after his Humiliation under the Senſe 


of the Sinfulneſs and Impurity of natural Gentleneſs and 


Goodneſs. This ſeem'd to be ſome Antidote againſt 


| this Temptation: But, Lord, help him yet better to try 


and examine. 


2. He obſerved the Report of the great Victory by 


Sea obtained at ſuch a Time, and what that imported 
as to us, in accepting or rejecting Employments. Lord, 
clear thy Providences. 


z. He took his former Reſolutions and Determina- 


| tions againſt Employments into Conſideration, and on 
what Grounds he had fo reſolvd ; and fix'd his Deter- 
| mination, 4. It 
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4. It appear'd that the Condition of his Family and 
* did prohibite him from Employment, and 


Da 
call'd him to a private Life. 

80 did the Frame of his Spirit; for it appeared that 
he would ſurely be blaſted, and corrupt ad wither, if 
he loſt Communion with the Lord, and followed great 
Employments. 

He 1s naturally a venturous, undertaking Creature ; 
and he knows much Undertaking ariſes from Preſumption, 
and goes before Deſtruction. 

5. There is leſs Hazard to refuſe and eſchew Employ- 
ment, than to embrace ; leſs Fear and Appearance of 
Snare * 1. In the one, mo 18 nl Snare and 
Danger nning grolly and foully, and falling away 
and withering : To The biker, in refafing, there pea 
no Sin ; whatever Prejudice it may bring upon his out- 
ward Man, that's the worſt, and not to A put in a Ba- 
lance with the other, as it ſeems to him. But yet he 
looks to thee, to thee, to thee. 

His Soul deſired to be expoſed to the cruelleſt Death 
that Man can inflict, rather than partake with wicked 
Men in any wicked Way. | 

Lord, fave from wrong Application of any Truth, 
or any general Word of thine. 

18th Day. In Prayer; Albeit that the Foundation 


of the Government were unqueſtionable and to his 


Mind, yet could he not accept ſuch a great Employ- 
ment, which his Soul lothes: Much leſs can he accept 
it now, when he 1s not fatisfied with the Grounds of 
their Proceedings, eſpecially in the Matter of Worſhip 
which 1s corrupted. and in the Matters of Government, 
wherein he, at beſt, is but dark and doubtful. 

igth Zune, the Lord's Day. He continued to 
abaſe himſelf, and to Iy low before the Lord, and de- 
fired to pour out his Soul before him. 

Oh, my Fear, my Fear is, that he hide his Face, 
and 3 away the wretched Creature from him in Diſ- 
pleaſure ! 

Oh, frame the Heart to ſeek aright, thou that uſeſt 
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5 
to hear, and be merciful, 2 for, but before thy Chil- 
dren ſeek! | 
The Mouth is opened wide, albeit he cannot utter 
much : Be thou found of him in the Secret, and in 
the Sanctuary; and grant him the Heritage of them 
that fear thee. 85 
This Day he heard the Parable of the Tares open'd. 
Oh, my Soul cannot tell the fearful Judgment of 4 
dead ineffectual Miniſtry ! Oh, there 1s not one Word 
in my Heart, nor can I ſpeak nor put forth a Thought, 
or one Word, more than a Man that's dumb, or hath 
been long dead! Lord, unlock, looſe his Heart, open 
and inlarge thy Hand. | 
What ſhall come of the Errand of the Day, if thy 
Mouth be thus ſealed and cloſed, and his Heart alſo 2? 
20th Day. He read P/al. cxix. 126, 127, 128. 
and Mr. Dic on this. 
22d Auguſt 1650. D. They cannot love the Law 
of God, that hate not every falſe Way. Now, theſe of 
England do not hate but defend many falſe Ways, and 
eſpecially in his pure Worſhip ; This is to make void 
his Law. | 
26th June. He read Hudſon of the Church viſible 
Catholick. He ſeemed to be convinced of that as 
Truth, and that the Church was One, and Univerſal. 
Officers, Members, Excommrnication, Diſcipline, Laws, 
Communion, Fellowſhip, Seals, Sacraments, Covenant, 
are common to all the Churches and all Chriſtians : 
Ergo the Church is One. 7 
Particular Congregations are Members of this Church 
Univerſal, and a Part of it. Particular Congregations 
diſpenſed Excommunication in Name of all the Church, 
1 not from their own Congregation only, but 
from external Communion with all that profeſs the Name 
of Chrift in any Congregation in the World. | 
| For Conveniency> it were fit, that a Congregation 
ſhould take the Concurrence of other Congregations. 
Now, my Soul ſeem'd to be confirm'd in this Truth, 
3 K bur 
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but could not walk in it, nor could he watrant himſelf 
againſt Error and falling to the other Hand. 

Lord, he looks to thee for Strength, that he may 
diſcern Falſhood, Miſtake and Error from Truth; and 
that his Underſtanding, no leſs than his Affections, may 
be kept pure and clear: And this he deſires to make the 
Exerciſe of this Day, and to join 1t to that of former 
Days, wherein he was humbled under the Want of live- 
ly Afſections to the Lord, in hating Evil perfectly, and 
in embracing and chuſing that which is good fervently, 
and not coldly. This was the Temptation which he 
feared : Now therefore, he defires to {et himſelf to ſeek 
the Lord for this, that he may be filled with right Un- 
derſtanding, and a Spirit of Diſcerning, to know and 
take up Truth in Simplicity, and Duty in its proper 
Place and Relation, and Sin, Error, Snare, in their 
own Colour and Naturc, and be duly and throughly for 
the one in the Lord, and againſt the other alſo in .. 

This Day I was called to the Burial of Pat. 
Campbell's Wite, and had Cauſe to be humbled under 
the Darkneſs and Deadneſs of his Spirit, and the many 
profane, 1 Thoughts of this Day, which could 
not but hinder the aſcending and coming up of his 
Prayers, which this Day were of great Importance. 
But, how 1s his Spirit clog'd, and thy Spirit quench'd 
and grievd! Lord, return. 

iſt Zuly 1653. My Son (after Acknowledgment and 


Conviction of meikle Unfaithfulneſs and Unſoundneſs, 


and Hollow-heartednets in following the Lord, accor- 
ding to his Engagement and Covenant) did, after Con- 


feſſion to the Lord's Glory, ſeek Mercy, and renew the 


Covenant betwixt the Lord and his Soul. This is writ- 
ten in my firſt Diary Book, likeas it is in my Son's 
Diary which he is to begin. 
2d July. I received a Letter from Zarbat, deſiring 
me to interpoſe for his Liberation. 7 
zd July, on the Lord's Day. I deured to be directed 
in that Matter, that meddling in thee Matters might 
be no Snare to my Soul, | 
_ 2. That 
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2. That the Lord would pity the Proneneſs of his 
Heart to comply with any Men that had the Power : 
This arifes from much, much Unſoundneſs, and Want 
of due Regard to the Lord in his Heart; and from too 
much Regard to Men, .and Want of Hatred againſt 
Evil, which was the Sin lately acknowledged, and as 
yet that he is complaining upon, and waiting for 
Strength againſt it thro' the Covenant. 

3. This Day he purpoſes in his Heart to mourn for 
his Unſtedfaſtneſs, and the ſinful Inclinations of his 
Heart to the Zngliþ Employments, which are like to 
coſt the Lord and his Soul very dear; therefore that he 
may be prevented, and, for that Effect, that it may 
pleaſe his good God to turn away that Snare which he 
fears of a new Invitation to London: Lord, lead not 
into Temptation, but deliver from Evil; for the King- 
dom, Power and Glory is thine. He foreſees it will 
undo him; and thou doſt it, if it come to paſs, to 
humble, if not to ruine him. 

Look 20th March, the End. 

Alas! Lord, the Opinion that he and others have 
ſinfully of him, is the Provocation that ſtirs up thy 
Jealouſy to break them in Pieces: Put Sin out of the 
Play, and let him be broken. Lord, 1s there nothin 
elſe to break him with, but Sin? Is he of that Metal, 
that one of a Hundred Weights of thine cannot grind 
him into Powder, but that thy Name muſt be Na 
by him, and thro' him alſo by others? „„ 

4. Lord, he deſires to be caſt down, and afflicted 
under the Unſoundneſs and Doubleneſs of his Heart, 
the Carnality and Earthlineſs of his very Wiſdom, be- 
ing unſavoury and without Salt, ſinful, politick, crafty, 
ſelfiſh, unbelieving, impure, diſtruſtful, preſumptuous, 
not ſavouring nor diſcerning the Things of God. 

5. He deſires to be humbled under the Want of a 
due Senſe of the Caſe of thy People; that he takes not 
up wherein their Burden lies and ſhould ly; neither 
takes he up their and his own preſent Duty, and what 
mould be our Affliction and our Exerciſe, and what 
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( 76 ) 
is the Snare, Temptation, and Mind of God to us in 
this Time. 

Thro' Undiſcerning and Unſenſibleneſs, he is like 
to go far wrong in * Judgment and Affections and 
Practice. Lord, prevent, thro' thy rich, all- ſufficient 
and manifold Grace in Jeſus Chriſt: It is one and a 
chief covenanted Mercy. | 
6. Lord, Opinion and Conceit of his own Wiſdom 
and Abilities, and Self-ccnfidence in venturing upon and 
undertaking Employment, is one grievous Sin, Snare 
and Judgment, which he is defiring to mourn under ; 
that almoſt he would ſeek, that thou ſhouldſt take 
away his Lite. 

J. Lord, beſide all theſe, and the covetous and cor- 
rupt Mind that is in him, and the corrupt ſuſpicious 
Motions of his Heart, which he can never ſet forth, 
number, reſiſt, nor overcome in his own Strength; 
there 1s this one Sin he defires to confeſs before the 
Lord, That Jeſternight, in Diſcourſe concerning the 
Millenaries, he ſaid, If Chriſt were to leave the Father 
and to dwell on Earth, he would not come with him 
to get a Kingdom here: Whereas it had been his Duty 
rather to ſay, Whatever be of that Opinion, that, if the 


Lord Jeſus,*perſonally or myſtically, call'd him to ſuf- 


fer Death or Priſon or Baniſhment for them, he ſhould 
quit his own Glory and Salvation, and condeſcend to 
glorify him, were it to go to Hell for him, forby [be- 
fides] to live on Earth: Lord, forgive this great Sin. 
He reſolved to right the Lord before as many as 
heard him deny him and refuſe him: But that's not 
enough, 
3. One Thing he has on his Spirit this Day, and 
muſt be on it for many Days, and is to be added to the 
reſt of the Particulars wich he 1s purſuing, and making 
Supplication for before the Lord, to wit, ——— 
He. can ſay nothing of the Particular; but he deſires to 
be kept from finning againſt the Lord, his own Soul, 


the Soul of the poor „the Souls of others, and that 


** 


t | 
be diſhonoured, a Family where he might be worſhip- 
ped may not be broken in Pieces thro' him. 

He looks in one Reſpect to thy Providence, how far 
thou art pleas'd to bring Things to paſs, and worſhips 
thee : Tis Time he ſought a Sign, but it was a Sign 
for Good ; that they that hate him, and ſpoke Evil of 
him for thy Cauſe, might be aſhamed, when thou, 
Lord, haſt helped and comforted him. 

Lord, he cannot plead Cleanneſs in this Bufineſs, but 
pleads Pardon of firſt and following Guiltmeſs. Order, 
order his Thoughts and his Heart aright, to be humbled, 
ſubject and obedient ; order and the Heart of 
the poor ————— 

Now, Lord, he can only fit down and mourn : All 
theſe might be a Subject for many Days Exerciſe ; and 
ſo let it be. | 

9. He deſired to add the Particulars of the 1 2th 
June at Clatt, and 26th Zune. To have the Heart ſet 
againſt all Sort of Evil, and to have a perfect Hatred 
and Averſeneſs from it, and all Tendency and Appear- 
ance of Evil; that he might not venture on the Bor- 
ders of it, but be guarded, guarded, that his Feet 
lip not. 1 

Ne, for this End, as 26th Zune, that he may have 
the Heart purified, and be filled with ſpiritual Under- 
ſtanding, which is the Eye of the Soul, the Spirit of a 
ſound Mind. Oh meikle Impurity and Darkneſs here, 
which makes meikle, meikle Work! But incline thine 
Far, for he 1s poor and needy. | | 

My Son's firſt Covenant, and my offering him up to 
God, was regiſtred in my firſt Diary Book, 13th 
January 1551, But my firſt Oblation was as ſoon as 
he was born, even before his Baptiſm ; and then at the 
Lord's ſolemn Ordinance of Baptiſm, where he received 
his Mark and Seal upon him, to be his. 

Anent taking Employments : I defire to look over 
the Exerciſe and Dealing of the Lord with his Spirit 
in the Year 1652, from the 5th of January in my 
Diary of the firſt Book. | 

roth 
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| roth July, at Ines. 

In which he deſired to be humbled for the apparent 
Breaking-in of Corruption upon his Inclinations, and 
was almoſt overcome, and his Feet well near ſlipt, in 
thinking well of Employments, albeit ſeveral Providen- 
ces ſeem'd to withſtand it, and eſpecially that 
He did ſet himſelf to ſeek, that he might not be 
led into Temptation, but be delivered from Evil, and 
kept from the Occaſion of Snares or Falling; and that 
the Lord (if it ſeemed good to him) would turn away 
the —— for he fears that might be a woful 
3 to him, if the Lord prevent not. Not mine, 

ut thy Will, Oh Father, be done. 

He ſpread Mr. Zaffray's Letter before the Lord, and 
found it could not ſtand with former Reſolutions. He 
is not the Man which others vainly imagine him to be; 
nay, nor indeed comes he up to his Profeſſion. 

if the Lord would uphold, his Soul would, or ra- 
ther ſhould, chuſe to ſuffer at the Hands of Men, than 
to fall into the Snare and Temptation of publick 
Employments, ; 

11th Addy. He heard of Mr. V. Falconar's preach 
againſt theſe that left his Kirk to hear any other, and 

Lard's Complaint that he was not edified by his Ser- 
mons. This, and the Ineffectualneſs of the Goſpel, was 
Matter of Humiliation to him, and of Supplication. He 
deſired to be directed whether to write to Mr. Wil am 
Falconar or not. 

17th Ay. His Soul was under much Deſertion and 
; and that, to his Apprehenſion, aroſe from 
grieving the Lord's Spirit by immoderate Care. 

He alſo deſired to be caſt down under the Security 
which he felt, without Senſe of Sin, Duty, or Danger 
at preſent. Oh Lord, it is not well for him when he 
has nothing for thee to do, and when he has no Senſe, 
nor takes up what it is which thou giveſt him to do. 
Diſcover and quicken, for thy Name's Sake. 


Lord. he defires to mourn under his Inſenſibleneſs of 


nis own Condition, and under Inſenſibleneſs of the Con- 


dition 
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dition of the Kirk: He is blind and undiſcerning in both 
theſe. Alas! the Judgment which we feel and appre- 
hend is * and not felt nor perceived by * ol 
the Land. 

{ heſe Differences among thy People do produce Alie- 
| nation, not only from one another, but even from thee. 
Upon the one Hand, there is likely to be a Breaking. in 
| of Error, {piritual Pride, Contempt of others, Diſorder 
and Confuſion ; Upon the other Hand, there is like to 
be a Breaking-in of Profanity, Malignancy, Looſnels, 
| and a corrupt, carnal Miniſtry ; Hatred of Godlineſs in 
the ExaQneſs, and Power and practice of it; a Conjun- 
ction of wicked Men againſt the Godly up and down the 
Land. And, alas that in this ſeveral of the Lord's 
Servants dear to him ſhould be involved! The Zeal 
of the Aſſembly and of— drives to this. 

Lord], himſelf knows not what to do; his Eyes are 
toward thee this Day. Forgive, prevent and ſhew 
Mercy, for thy great Name. This ay it did fall him 
to read Gualiher on Rom. xiii. 1, Qc. 

25d July, Saturday at Night. 

He was troubled and abaſed under the foul, covetous, 
earthly Thoughts which did break in upon him in Time 
of the Evening-Sacrifice : He beſought the Lord to 
drive them away. | | 

He perceived it was unclean Luſts, unſatiable Deſires, 
carnal Affections; and abhorred himſelf. 3 

He purpoſed to be humbled in the Day followin 
under theſe Thoughts, and the Diſtemper that his Ming 
and Spirit was under. | 

He defired to mourn under the Prevalency of theſe 
filthy Thoughts; and this Day to employ the Lord 
Jeſus for Pardon, and for Grace, not only againſt the 
Unſeaſonableneſs of them, but againſt the Iniquity, 
vinfulneſs and Pollution of them, warring againſt thy 
Spirit; but alſo he beſeeches the Lord for inward Grace 
and Strength againſt conſenting or delighting in any of 
theſe Motions and Projects of earthly Deſigns, ſet ing | 


80 
and enlergag. of his outward Eſtate, and Deſire of 
Greatneſs, or being rich in this World, 

Theſe a fight againſt thy Spirit, and 
ariſe from Diſcontentednels, Unmortifiedneſs, Confi- 
dence in the Creature, finful Placing of Happineſs or 
Contentment in theſe outward Things, Want of Faith 
in God, not ſeeing Sweetneſs and Fulneſs and All-ſuffi- 
ciency in Jeſus Chrift, not content with him for a Por- 
tion. Oh Lord, correct and pardon, ſubdue and heal, 
and cleanſe, for thy Name's Sake. 

Lord, he looks up to thee in the Faith of thine An- 
ſwer to former on ications put up to thee againſt the 
ap 2g" of publick Employment, and, if it may 
be thy Will, againſt any Call or Voyage to London. 
Thou knoweſt his Mould ; and, if thou preventeſt his 
Sin and Snare, and thy Diſhonour, and in ridding his 
Soul out of theſe Temptations, thou ſhalt be his God, 
and he ſhall erect an Altar to the living God, in Teſti- 
mony that his Anſwer and Safety is from him. When 
thou haſt done and granted one Suit, it is but the lay- 
ing the Foundation for another, for an After-mercy. 
Ok, there is ſuch a Connection of thy Grace and Mercy, 
and they are ſo linked one to another, that, granting 
one, there is a wrong of more, nay, of every Grace. 
Lord, fill with the Fulneſs of God! | 
I his Day he obſerved that he was at much Diſtance 

from the Lord in Secret, and knew not what it meant, 
that there ſhould. be any Freedom in Publick, and 
Straitned [neſs] in Secret: This he defires to ſearch, 
1. If 1t note not out Unſoundneſs and Want of Sincerity 
in Performances. 2. Craighall was ſo ere he was lett 
in the preſent Temptation. 

Afternoon. He defired to be humbled under the Va- 
nity, Unreaſonableneſs and Boundleſneſs [and] Diſor- 
derlineſs of his unſatiable Luſts. 

When he had attained to all that he preſently pro- 
jects, Oh that the Heart could ſtay there! It is as far 
from Reſt and Contentment as at the firſt Hour, when 
he had nothing. He beſought the Lord againft 1 

| V 


5 
Evil gin and again; and, as he had diſcovered the 
Evil of it, ſo with his whole Heart he intreats the Lord 
to diſcover and lead the Soul to the Cure and Remedy 
of this Folly, Madneſs, Diſtemper and Fury. | 
He had never ſo much Need of the Power of the 
Lord Jeſus, and to make uſe of him, &as in this Caſe : 
Let him not return into this Priſon! | 
His Heart projects for his Alas! it is alike as 
for himſelf. His Sickneſs is very great: Lord, heal; 
for it is very great. This may be the Work and Exer- 
ciſe of many Days: Oh, let him not be overcome! But 
if there be any Power, Strength, Communion or Vertue 
in Jeſus Chriſt, let it forth, let it forth, and command 
Deliverance to his poor, purſued, filly Soul, even for 
thy Name, and thy Covenant, and thy Promiſe* Sake 
in Jeſus Chriſt. 
26th. He got the Provoſt's Letter, ſhewing they 
collected from my Letter, that I would come and take 
Employment. 
his did humble, and my Soul defired to be caſt 
down under it, He got Wariſtorn's Letter and Papers 
againſt it: Theſe he ſpread before the Lord, and be- 
ſought him thro' the Lord Jeſus, in whoſe Name he 
believed, for Direction, Light, Strength, Stability and 


| Counſel, as well as for Pardon, that he might be rid of 


| 
[ 
t 


this Temptation; and defired to find another Ground 
from the Word to ſettle his Reſolution on, and that it 
may not ſtand on his own bare Inclination. 

Firſt the Parable which orham uttered to the Men 
of Sechem, Judges ix. 7. then the Word in Tal. xvii. 
4, 5. Concerning the Works of Men, by the Word of thy 
Lips, I have kept me from the Paths of the Deſtroyer. 
Hold up my Goings in thy Paths, that my Footſteps flip 
Not. | | | 

25th Zuly. I wrote back to the Provoſt, and, with 
all the Fervency of my Heart, I aſſured him I would 
not take any Employment on me; and that I laid aſide 
all Thoughts 1 coming to London; and I reſolved 1 
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all the Hazards that could befal me, ere I ran myſelf 
on that Rock. | 
29th. I tranſcribed Wariſtoun's Tractate, anent the 
Engagement and taking Employment from the Enghſh. 
bo which my Soul deſired to be humbled under my 
Coldneſs, and Want of that Zeal for the Lord Jeſus 
which I find in others. Of 
I loved, but could [not] get my Underſtanding and 
Light brought up to that Tenet, That a Chriſtian Man 
ought not to conſent to any Government or Governor, 
which may rejudge the Intereſt of Chriſt. It appeared 
to me, that Duty lay in this, to vote, promove and chuſe 
the beſt of our Society, fo far as we could, according 
to our Calling: But albeit ſome, nay, moſt of them 
were carnal, nay, wicked Men; I durſt not withhold 
my Conſent from them, they being lawfully choſen ac- 
cording to the Law of the Society and Land whereof we 
Oh that my Coldneſs and Want of Zeal may be no 
dient in this, to blind my Mind, and to make this 
a Temptation! Warm my Heart with thy Fire, and 
make my Light hot and tervent for thee ! 
Io truſt Government by giving Conſent to theſe 
of the Engliſh, he called © heocide, Eccleſicide ; | 
thought thoſe Expreſſions harſh, but held my Peace, 
and was caſt down before Him. It was put in my 
Thought to go in and viſit a fick Woman, that I might 
have that Occaſion to ſpeak a Word for the Lord: But 
I did not obey, for which my Heart was ſmitten. Oh 
10 fearful a Thing as it is to refuſe or diſobey the Lord's 
Spirit in a Motion to any Duty! He deſired to be caſt 
down under this, and go back next Day. 
zoth July. He found Covetouſneſs getting Ground 
in his Heart, unſatiable Deſires of Lands and Riches, 
the Deſire of acquiring and many waſte [vain] 


Projects, and Impatiency, and Want of Contentedneſs, 
albeit he had that which might ſatisfy and well content 
him; and he found it was not Ten hundred Times 
what he poſſeſſes that could content and ſtay his 1 
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I. 
from impious, greedy, unſatiable Luſts and Deſires. 
Thereſore, Lord, anſwer him not according to his Luſts, 
but in 2 Mercy. The Love of other Things will ſoon 
turn, eat out the Love of God out of his Soul, and 
drive the Lord away. 

What avails Prayer as long as theſe Luſts remain ? 
Lord, purge out and mortify, and help him to believe 
in Chriſt Jeſus for Sanctification and Strength, and in 
him to reſolve and fight againſt this Evil! 

He finds the E of 1t in this, that he ſcarce can 
allow Meat and Fiſh, and Beer and Victual, upon his 
Famuly and upon the Poor: Lord, pity ! What will it 
turn unto, if thou preyenteſt him not? Diſcover the 
Evil and Danger of theſe and many other Soul-ſlaying 
Corruptions, which he is not aware of. 

py July. His Soul defired to be further caſt down 
under the fame Eyils, eſpecially the inordinate Deſires 
of his Heart; which Ten Worlds, and that which 
might be a Competency to 'Ten thouſand Perſons, can- 
not ſatisfy his Luſts, but he would luſt more. 

I be ſtronger theſe become, ſurely his Affections and 
Deſires after the Lord and his Chriſt do become the 
colder and weaker and fainter, | 

Let his Soul be afflicted under the Diſtemper that it 
is in, of immoderate Love to the World and Creatures, 
and deſtitute of unfeigned fervent Love and Zeal for 
and after the Lord. | 

He reads with little Delight, and is overcharged with 
violent Corruptions in Time of Duties, grieving thy 
Spirit thro' Remiſneſs, Looſneſs, Inordinateneſs ; where- 
through there 1s a fearful Decay creeping on, and he 1s 
like to be cutted off from among the Living. 

Now, Father, prevent and * . 5 the Breaches, 
and cauſe him to recover Strength, before he go hence 
and be ſeen no more. 

All the Snares, Sin, Burden, Guilt, and ſeveral 
Dangers that Ten thouſand are bing under and mour- 

ning for; all theſe are, alas! albeit unfelt, lying 


* 


upon him alone. It is true, Sins and Snares, and Dan- 
L 2 gers 
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gers and Temptations, ſpiritual Decay, Guilt, Wiles of 
Satan, Deceitfulneſs of Heart, ſpiritual Wickedneſſes, 
are hid from his Eyes; and his Barrenneſs and Unthank- 
fulneſs, Unbelieving, Unſoundneſs, Unſtedfaſtneſs : But 
they are not hid from thee. 

May he, in Chriſt Jeſus, ſeek to have the Sin, Dan- 
ger, Duty and Remedy to be diſcovered this Day. This 
25 the Work of the Day; but it is like to fail in the 
how [to be in vain}, for Want of deep and ſerious Con- 
ſideration, and for Wait of Faith in Chriſt for Life, 
and Repentance, and renewing Grace. | 
| He looks to his Name, and to his Temple, and to his 
holy Hill: Let his Eyes fail and fink in 5 Head, but 
let them look to him, and never turn away. 

He ſets all the Jemptations before thy Face, and be- 
fore his own this Day. Now, Lord, conſider if he be 
for them, if he may be againſt any one; were it againſt 
the Temptation to Covetouſneſs and immoderate De- 
ſires; or were it againſt the Temptation to Employ- 
ments or Time. ſerving; or againſt the Temptation of 
| following carnal Reaſon, Self-Jove, Indifferency and 
Lukewarmnels in Things concerning thee : Were it the 
groſſeſt Sin, forby [beſides] the ſubtileſt Sin, he could 
not withſtand nor hold out, nor diſcern Evil from Good, 
nor reſiſt, nor hate, and flee from and abhor the moſt 
manifeſt Evil. Lord, now pity ſuch a Caſe! Oh for 
Faith in Chriſt, for Sanctification, and Strength, and Di- 
rection, and renewed Light and Life from him; or elſe 
he periſhes ! | 

This Day, Afternoon, he deſired to be caſt down 
under the Deadneſs and Lifeleſneſs of the Miniſtry, and 
the Miſapplication of it in ſome Things alſo, and under 
his Unfruitfulneſs and Barrenneſs. © 

In the Meditation of the reprobate incorrigible Eſtate 
of Before the Children could do Good or Evil (he 
jaid) Jacob have I loved, Eſau have T hated, 

Yet, Lord, there 1s Guiltineſs -Alas! he can- 


not tell what ails him. He is feared at eve 
ihaking of a Leaf—-ſhall kill kim, like Cain ns 
| nat 


1 


that every Temptation, every Bait, every Allurement, 
every Danger, 'Threatning, doubtful Caſe,, every falſe 
| Reaſoning and Perſwaſion of Men, draw him off his 
Feet, Lord, prevent ! 
But the Lord Jetus is hid from him, and he cannot 
ſtand or be eſtabliſhed out of him: If he be hid, his 
Soul may give over and renounce Salvation, and 8 
and Defence. And is he not hid from thee, Oh my 
Soul? Is he not unapplied ? Is he unbeautiful, un- made 
ule of, Tying by? Then, Lord, I ſhall not marvel that 
J periſh. 

. I cannot, I cannot get ſeen through this Con- 
dition, Had he the Strength, and Reſolution, and 
Firmneſs, and Sanctification of an Angel; Lord, it is 
unable to bear him through; it cannot do his Turn; 
he cannot be content, nor reſt on it. Once the Lord 
Jeſus was known to be the All in All: That I may never 
unknow, nor forget, nor unleata that, is my Soul's De- 
fire this Day. 

Therefore will his Soul wait, breathe, look, pant, 
and defire to believe; and, in the mean Time, renounce 
all Confidence, Hope or Comfort out of Him, and ſhall 
defire never to be at Reſt until he appear. May his 
Soul ſay, Return? Can he ſay that he is gone, or that 
he was never here? Oh that his Eyes may not fail ! 

After Prayer, it appeared to him that his natural 
Corruption was ſo ſtrong, and ſo contrary to the Wiſdom 
of God, that he ſaw not ſo much Difficulty and Impoſ- 
fibility in the Salvation, and Sanctification, and Eſta- 
bliſhing any Soul in the Earth, as himſelf. He com- 
pared his Nature——and found there was more Crooked- 
neſs, Craft, Man- pleaſing, ſervile Time-ſerving and 
Balſeneſs of Spirit in him, and Inclination to follow 
Thing that had Power, finful Complying, Fearfulneſs, 
and Want of Courage and Stedfaſtneſs for the Lord and 
his Truth. There was that [ſo] much following, and 
Addictedneſs to carnal Wiſdom, and his own deceitful, 
fleſhly Counſels and Will, that he did reſiſt the Will 
and Spirit of God, and could not perceive nor be ſubje&t 
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to it; but was apt to ſtumble at it, and to deny the 
Lord Jeſus, and turn Enemy or neutral, to the Shame 
of the Goſpel: So. that no [Devils] nor any Man on 
Earth had ſo much foul ſtrong Corruption in him, as 
my Soul has; or that needed ſo much Sanctification, 
Prevention, renewing, — upholding, inlight- 
ning, convincing, overpowering and overmaſtering Grace 
to incline the Will, and to inform the Judgment, and 


to open the Underſtanding, and to waken and purify the 


Conſcience, and to ſet and keep the Affections right: 
Not one like him in all Ee . And if upon 2 
ſmall, dim, dark View, this appears, and that in regard 
one Branch of his Inclination ; Oh if he ſaw all, and 
dad a full View of the Uncleanneſs, Unbelief, Putrified. 
neſs of his 48 infected Nature, defiled, blinded, 
pyergone with Covetouſneſs, Vanity, immoderate carnal 
D Diſtruft of God, Idolatry, Error, Pride, Hy- 
parry, Will-worſhip, Formality, Superſtition, 3 
ineſs, Impenitency, Deceit, Security; without Know. 
N 
all his and Sins again w, 
Mercies, Covenants, Judgment and Corrections, E re- 
ference to the Publick and the Family, and the ſecret 
Relations and Walkings ; then what would he ſay or 
think of himſelf? 
In the Cloſe, he read and prayed and believed upon 
the xci. P/al. and ſought that, inſtead of the Thing 
_promiſed, he might get that which the Promiſe was 
made upon: Zecauſe he has ſet his Love upon me, 
Oh that I could get my Love ſet on thee ! and it would 
be Deliverance and Reward, and he would take it as 
the Fulfilling and Accompliſhing of all thy Promiſes to 
himſelf: It would content him. | 
iſt Auguſt 1652. This Day (in his ordinary) he 


read Ambroſe his Cautious and Directions for denying 


Self and Abilities, natural Parts of Wiſdom, Diſcre- 
tion, Learning, Gifts of Prayer, Utterance, Preaching, 
common Gifts, of Mortification alſo: And he read in 
bim the Rules for Self-demal in worldly Profit, great 


Eſtate, 


© DE 


| Eſtate, Riches, and earthly, fading, uncertain, imagi- 


nary, N falſe Contentment, which my Heart 


ſes to itſelf in theſe Things, and in heapi 
| Riches, as if Happineſs conſiſted in them. 1 


at his Soul if this could conſiſt with the Covenant, and 
the giving up of himſelf and his Contentments, Deſires, 
P bo, Pains, and all that he has or 1s, to Jeſus Chriſt. 

Thou makeſt him find ſomething of the Exil, Vanity 
and Vexation here; and he thanks thee for it. But, if 
his Heart go on, will they not as utterly ſeparate be- 
twixt his Soul and thee, and part the Lord and him, 
as Adultery will divorce; open, ſhameleſs, renew d 
Adultery, and leaving the Husband's Houſe, Company 
and Society, and hating it, and going after and living 
with another, will fave and procure a neceſſary Di- 
vorce? | 

All that was read or ſaid, was feaſonable and perti- 
nent, and belonged to him; only no moral Perſwaſion 
of Man, no Half-conviction can incline, and overcome 
the Luſt of an evil Heart, that is LHhug d.] Oh that 
he may know the Power of thy Grace, as well as the 
End of that Light which has appear'd, that he ma 
deny all theſe, deny Self and Wiſdom, Policy, Cra 
Diſcretion, ſervile baſe Man-pleafing, and ſeeking their 
Favour that are in Power! Oh, help to deny himſelf 
in theſe, in theſe; and to take up Reſolutions to be 
more, nay, throughly for the Lord, and to be againſt 
all that's againſt oy Perſons or Things ; to hate all 
2 at he hates, and to cleave to the Ways, 

erſons and Co that are for him, coſt what they 

like! Oh, rem the Prayers at Clatt and ſince, 
that thou wouldſt ſet the Heart againſt, edge the AF- 
fections againſt, complying. with any Evil or Appearance 
of Evil ! Fill with Diſcerning and Zeal, that he may 
not care for Men, nor Self nor Safety; but may offer 
up all to and for the Lord. Oh that he would looſe 
the Heart from all Things elſe, and honour his —— 
unclean Creature, that has denied him, and is in D. 
ger of denying him! Oh that he may be honoured to 


CON- 
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confeſs his Name, to the Hazard and pouring out of his 
Life! Oh for Light, Conviction, Strength, Encou- 
ragement in Jeſus Chriſt ! | 

Oh Lord, his Heart has to do with his Devil ; all 
Men ſpeak Good of him: Wo to you then, ſays the 
Lord. He has made this his Aim, at leaſt it has been 
a ſtrong dreadful Temptation: He has been loth to incur 
the ill Report and Opinion of Men, or to diſpleaſe 
them ; but has been for pleaſing all Men, complying 
with all Men, fawning upon theſe that have had Power, 
were it the Devil, to bow to him. 

Oh this monſtrous Idolatry ! Lord, pity, and hel] 
him to renounce, and to deny, and caſt out this Devil, 
Oh for Diſcerning ! Oh for Strength and Uprightneſs, 
and to be emptied of ſecret, deviliſh Self ! 

Alſo, Lord, he has to do with Temptations of Co- 
vetouſneſs and earthly Projects, which are very violent, 
and become very ſtrong. 

Thy own Benefits, in thy increaſing his external 
Condition, are like to be wrong improved, and coſt 
his Soul dear. Lord, if he has found Favour in thy 
Sight, prevent him; for he is brought wy low, 

eſe, theſe are the Sins, the Luſts, the Idols which he 
defires to ſlay before the Lord: Where is the Knife? 
Where is the Fire to burn them? They are readier to 
burn him and kill him, than he is to kill them. Lord, 
theſe, or his Soul, muſt be preſently killed and undone: 
Break in therefore forcibly and effectually; let him ſee 
where Deliverance and Safety is, for it is hid. 

It is not to be rid of theſe Thoughts, but it is to 
have them ſlain and plucked up by the Root, that they 
may never ſpring again, nor live: nor prevail, ſo as 

have done. 

+ If thou wouldſt call and draw, he would count it 
Mercy to be taken from the ſtrong Temptations, if thou 
wilt not take them from him. | 
_ iſt Auguſt 1653. This Day he entred after the 
reading Mariſtoums Tractate about the Engagement and 
taking Employments. e 5 

e 


ee 
He began to examine that great Queſtion, Whether 
we might conſent to Governors that were Enemies to 
Chriſt, or to any that would ſecure Religion and the 
Lord's Intereſt ? | 
He doubted ; and did fet down ſome Queſtions and 
Conſiderations hereanent, in which he beſought the 
Lord to take away all the Darkneſs, e ee 
Carnality of his Reaſon, which ſeemed to contradict, 
or not to cloſe with this. 1 
He deſired to be taught by his Word and Spirit; 
and that his Tongue may rather cleave to the Roof of 
his Mouth, and his Hand wither, and his [Eyes] rot 
out of his Head, ere he ſpoke, writ, conſented to any 
Sin, or unlawful Act or 'Tenet : This ſeems fo * 
rous, that his Fleſh ſhakes to enquire into it, or to de- 
fend any Thing in the contrary. 
2d Auguſt, Reading Ambroſe his Selt-denial, 
131. he warns us to reſiſt fleſhly Impediments, as 
Hiſtin&tions which a carnal Heart will furniſh plenti- 
fully for ſaving the Eſtate or Life, or eſchewing the 
Croſs. Some make a fair Shew in the Fleſh, con- 
ſtrain to Circumciſion, leſt they ſhould ſuffer Perſecu- 
tion for the Croſs of Chriſt. 


PER SW ASIO NS. 
As, 1. Yield a little to the Time. Anſwer to them 
2. Save thyſelf and thine. & all, Get zhee le- 
3. Art thou wiſer than ſuch | hind me, Satan. 
and ſuch ? 1 


Oh Lord, deliver my Soul from intangling, inſna- 
ring Diſtinctions, which ſubtil, carnal Wit and Reaſon 
may ſuggeſt. 2 "5 

4th 4uzuſt. I read 4mbroſe about obſerving, right 
conſtruing and laying up Providences and Experiences ; 
and . it experimentally a ſweet, uſeful Duty; and 
bel 3 to be led to it, and that it might be 

On the Day before, he 8 much ſenſible . 

| 4 


005 1 
fit by reading and conferring upon the Word, and found 
by N Help in Prayer, Doabtt loofed, ſpiritual Dangers 
diſcovered. He beleeches the Lord to confirm this 
Mercy, and the Bleſſing of the Word to his Soul. 

In the Worſhip, as be was ſeeking ſome Increaſe of 
Sanctification, he feared Corruption in the very Petition, 
that Self. love and Self. eſtimation and Adorning might 
be mixed with it; and therefore deſired to make the 
Lord Jeſus his Sanctification, and the End why he ſeeks 
it, not for himfelf, but to the Lord. 

The Lord diſcovered another deep Deceit of Heart 
to him; that there was and might be more Affection 
to God in a Duty of Prayer, than there was Holineſs 
in the Converfation: And therefore Grace may not be 
aſfired ſome holy Affections in Prayer; for he 
found nothing anſwerable in his Converſation. HOY 

Lord, as thou diſcovereſt this Deceit, ſo heal it; 
that he may not receive the Grace of God in vain. 

| Oh, the Strength of Corruption all this while; 
efpecially of his carnal Wifdom and Reaſoning, which 
he is more led by than by thy Spirit, or Faith in thy 
Word and Name. 

He found that never any Soul had had more Experi- 
ences of the Folly of carnal, corrupt Ways, and of un- 
even and unrighteous Courles. Fi 

| He found by Experience many Times, how good 
the Lord was, and how good a Thing to ſerve him; 
yet theſe Experiences wrought not Faith, and ſuch a 
ready Obedience and giving up of himſelf to the Lord 
and. his Service I and to walk in the Faith 
of his experienced, tried Word throughly, as he ought 
to do : But, for all that he has found, is more apt to 
follow carnal, unbelieving, crooked, wrong Ways, that 
he is fure to have no Profit in, but will be aſhamed of. 
Oh for Faith, whereby to overcome the World! or elſe 
he will be overcome of the World. 

4th Auguſt 1653, This Day I went to Learhin; 
and, in the managing of Bufineſs betwixt the Father and 
bis Son, he met with much Infirmity, in himſelf _— 

To, Clay; 


„ 

.eially ; both Sin, Impatiency, and Anger, which ariſes 

from inward Pride; for the humble Spirit is ever lowly 

and meek, and will ſee more Wrong and Diſorder in 
his own Nature than in any other, and will ſpend itſelf 
more in Grief for Sin, than in Anger that every Body's 

Piſpoſition is not according to his & Particular- 

Iy en Occaſion of ſome Unreaſonableneſs, he ſaid, He 

wiſhed his Tongue to fall out if he ſhould open his 

Mouth in ſuch a Buſineſs again, and being too pe- 

remptory in refuſing to ſtay Supper. 2 

oy Oh Lord, this is an Iniquity and Evil which he 

has uſed oft to fall into; therefore he deſires to mourn 
and be caſt down under it, and deſires to note this his 
own Shame, and to record it, and beſeeches the Lord 
for Strength in Jeſus Chriſt to mertify and overcome 
this Corruption; for much is thy Spirit grieved by it. 
He believes in the Name of Jeſus 2 Grace againſt it, 
and in his Name deſires to be brought under an humble 
Reſolution and Determination againſt it, thro? Faith in 
the Lord Jeſus; that he may Wh more Moderation 
and Meeknels in the Matters of Men, and more Zeal 
and Fire according to Knowledge in the Matters of God, 
and may diſcern where his Glory requires it. 

In Prayer he was convinced of much Sin and Guilt 
in Matters of Publick Government; Self ſeeking, Par- 
tiality, Unſoundneſs, Fearfulneſs to offend Men, Pride, 
Conceit: Oh Lord, humble and purge, | 

5th Auguſt, Againſt E. Glencairn and Bakarras. 
his Day came, Captain Deal and his Troop, and 
quarter'd on my Land in their March: They deſtroy'd 
the young Oak and Birk, which I had ſown and plan- 
ted in the little Park. ; 

Nov, this was, in my Eſtimation, a very great 
Croſs ; and, defiring to ſearch into it, what Reproof or 
Inſtruction it had in it, I beſought the Lord to diſco- 
ver, if this were his Mind, 3 

1. To reprove my too much Care of my Planting 
and young tender Trees, and my too little Care of the 
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Deſolation of his Church, Ordinances and People, 
which were his Delight. 
2. It reproved my taking too much Pleaſure in theſe 
2 Comforts, and therefore would have that mor- 
3. It reproved my not laying to Heart the Caſe of his 
Vineyard, which =. far more beautiful and delightſom 
than his fading Graſs. | 
4. He thanked the Lord, that had in Wiſdom choſen 
to humble him by a Croſs from him, [rather] than to 
leave him to fall into Snares thro them; and in his 
Heart counted the Croſs a greater Mercy than the 
1 Preferment or Benefit that he could attain by 
em. | 
5. By this he deſired to be warn'd and fitted for any 
harder Trial that is to come on him, upon his earthly 
_ Comforts ; that he may be prepared to forego Houle, 
Etſtate, Lands, Mother, Children, Eaſe, Lite, Credit, 
Friends for thy Name. 
6, Albeit he could not ſay that this was ſuffering 
for the Lord, yet it was ſuffering in him and by him ; 
and defired to bleſs his beloved Name. 
J. He prayed that his Spirit may be kept from Bitter- 
neſs or Vindictiveneſs, and from miſinterpreting the Pro- 
vidence; but that the Prayer at Clatt oft renewed may 
be heard, and his Soul may be kept in Life, at a due, 
lively Defiance of, Hatred and Diſlike and Indignation 
and Zeal againſt Evil and all Appearance of Evil, and 
in Love with every Thing that's , both Perſons and 
Actions and Courles ; and to be kept from ſinful, poli- 
tick, carnal Indifferency : That his Soul may diſcern 
betwixt that, upon the one Hand, which is carnal Zeal, 
and carna] Compliance; and the Zeal of God according 
to Knowledge, and holy Moderation, upon the other. 
He received Mr. ames Guthrie's Letter anent Colo- 
nel Ker, and prayed the Lord for a free Spirit. 
le writ to him, that he hoped, upon Grounds of 
| Conſcience and Religion, he had refuſed the Employ- 


ment: Oh Lord, help him to build ſure in that 
Matter ! ; | . 6. He 


MY, IM 
8. He defired to 8 this Day of Trial, if the 
Lord were not 9 at the Unſeaſonableneſs of my 


earthly Delight, when 
der a Trial. * | 
7th Auguſt, Sabbath- morning. He could ſee no 
Light, nor find any Life. 1. Could find no Senſe 
of any Sin burdening; 2. Nor any Senſe of Want ; 
3. Nor any Senſe of Danger ſpiritual ; 4. Nor any 
Thirſt for ihe Lord Jeſus; 5. Nor any Fear of Snares: 
But a Heart overwhelm'd with Stupidity, Carnality, 
Looſneſs, Unbelief, Security, Deadneſs, "Diſtance with 
the Lord, Uncleanneſs, Unſtableneſs, Earthlineſs. Oh 
Lord, help him, under all this, to get the Eye directed 
toward thee in Jeſus Chriſt for Life and that in more 
Abundance. | CR 
oth Auguſt. In Prayer he beſought the Lord to raiſe 
up nouriſh[ing] Fathers to his Kirk; and, in the mean 
Time, that himſelf and his People may be kept from 
taking with wrong Fathers, and miſtaking Stepfathers 
for Fathers; even albeit they gave never ſo many Fa- 
vours, to allure us to call them Fathers that are not. 
If his Body was the Temple of the Holy Ghoſt, 
was not his Spirit much more [ſo] ? Therefore, that it 
may be, as a Temple, kept pure and undefiled to him; 
the Mind free from Error and Darkneſs, the Affections 
from Looſneſs and Diſorder, the Conſcience from Dead- 
neſs or Blindneſs, the Will from Perverſneſs, ſinful Fa- 
cileneſs and Unſtableneſs; but that he may be filled 
with the Fulneſs of God. 
10th Auguſt. This Morning, having heard from 
Jun Forbes, that there was a Proclamation againſt 
praying for the King, his Soul bowed down under the 
Trouble that was like to come upon Miniſters, and re- 
ſolved to beſeech the Lord earneſtly in this Matter, to 
give his Servants a right Underſtanding and the Spirit 
of a ſound Mind, and to myſelf in particular. 2. Next, 
that this be not a Snare to them, nor any Impediment 
to the Preaching of the Goſpel. 3. That the Lord 
would remove the Cup, if it ſeemed good to him, = 
5 | t 


. 


is Church and People were un- 


7 ny 


that by what Means ſhould be moſt acceptable; and, 
if he would not, then to ſanctify it to them, that it be 
not a Stumbling-· block, but that their Suffermgs may be 


approven as for and to him. 


He deſired alſo to ſpread that Bufineſs before the 


Lord, which be — 


This Day he read Gualter on 1 Cor. v. who thinks 
that Nuditio Sathans was extraordinary, whether bo. 


dily Puniſhnient, or on his Mind by, Apoſtolick Power 
 anflicted ; and he thinks it was not Excommunication, 
Fe is againſt ſecluding from the Communion any chat 
conſeſs their Fault, and profeſs Repentance: He is againſt 
Ruling Elders or Sanatus Kaen taking Govem. 
ude or cenſure Magi. 


ment on them, and Power to ſec 
gums and lays, It belongs to the Chriſtian Magi. 


At his City [Zurich] the Zurichers did by their Civil 
L ſecllude the] Sacrament vitious or ſcandalous 
. Perſons, and did compel theſe to communicate who ne- 
gletted it. 

Form of Diſcipline cannot be uniform and univerſal, 

Lord, my Soul was humbled under this, how much 
the good Man differed from the Truth which we pro- 
faſs; and beſought the Lord to pity his Church in theſe 
* which is in Danger to be ſhaken and de- 

yed preſently. 5 BY IE 
rath Auguſt. Colonel Morgan marched Weſt againſt 
the L. Jalcarras, and E. Glencairn, and Glengary. 

He worſhipped the Lord, in the Conſideration of the 
many Commotions and Inſurrections that this poor Land 
was ſubject unto; a City of Tumults. Lord, he can- 
not ſeck a Bleſſing on them; but ſubmitted them to thy 
Wiſdom and Goodneſs, to order the Event to the Good 
of thy People. 4 och E 
- He was told of his Son's Irreverence and Incogitancy 
in Time of Prayer and Divine Worſhip. His Soul de- 
fired to be humbled under it, and to beſeech the Lord 
m that Matter on his Behalf for Pardon and Grace. 


ach Gut e, This Day be heanl of the age, | 
lander's 


SN / ) 
Riders being within Six Miles of Troerneſs.. Feathin 
came to adviſe with him what to do. His Sout did 
{ſpread before the Lord his own and the Eand's Per. 
plexity. 
That which might be his greateſt Burden! uss, that 
Ihe faw not oe it was not with him as in Times 
Jof former 9 and Trial. He had ſomething which, 
Jas Sin, he avoided; and Comfort in 1 Acting 
or N But, alas! he finds no Act nor Operation 
of the 8 Spirit and his own Conſcience; but Reaſon- 
natural working and trying what may be fafeſt. This 
s the Ground of moſt Perplexiry ; and why ſhoald he. 
not hide his Face while it is thus ? Lord, Si Day he. 
defired, and did of new offer u wars oi and refign his Body, 
Vind and Spirit to thee; and 23 to lay thy. 
ſweet Law, and Command, and Yoke upon his Hoare. 
Ir was the only ſole Defire of the Heart, that he ma 
be kept in thy Way, to diſcern and hate every Exil, 
and any Appearance thereof; and that there — de a 
willing Heart in him to do or ſuffer in and for thee, and. 
not to ſeek Safety and Self. preſer vation, and to decline 
the Croſs, and ſhift it by any indirect crooked By- way: 
But to be born long” and be accepted of thee, ant. 
eſtabliſhed thro? Jeſus Chrift ; and that thy Love 2 
be as a Fountain of refreſhing Water at his Heart, : 
may make every Duty, albeit never ſo coſtly or painful, 
to be delightſom and ſweet to me, and preferable to 
Goods, Houſe, Children, Liberty, and Lite itſelf: But, 
Lord, I am far from this. | 
He beſought the Lord to be fitted for the ns 
coming on; and, for this End, he defired to ſeparate 
himſelf for ſecking the Lord in the Day Sen 
He hath been his Refuge and Tower; and wilt 
thou not be ſo ſtill, that Trouble drive him not further 
from thee, nor make him ſtumble? | 
He received another Letter from Provoſt GT Ba be. de- 
firing me to go up. He deſired allo. to | 
fore the Lord. | 
He heard of the new Sea-fight, and Victory 3 


the Hollander's 3 and beſought the Lord to ſanctify that 
Providence, and to give us the right Uſe of it. 

He read Ambroſe, anent admitting or joining with 
Scandalous in the Lord's Supper; and was exerciſed 
under the Darkneſs of his Mind, and Blindneſs and Un- 
tenderneſs in Practice and Affection in this Point; and 
beſought the Lord to clear the Mind and purge the 
Af ons and to quicken him, and fill with Zeal and 
a ſound Mind. 
14th Auguſt. This was a Day of Humiliation for 
the Cauſes foreſaid. EY 125 

In this Day he defired to put away all his very law. 
ful Delights, and to ly in the Duſt before the Lord for 
the extraordinary Diſorder in his Heart, that in very 
Duties he is without Love to the Lord : They are not 
from Love; and Love would make him more fruitful, 
and abound in all Patience more, and make Duty more 


ſavoury and lively. 

Curſed be they that love not the Lord Feſus. 

As alſo, that in his Reſolutions anent the preſent 
Trials which are lying on the Land, or coming on, he 
finds not the Heart walking upon ſtrict Grounds of Con- 
ſcience, holding by a Rule making the Lord and his 
Word the Guide; but is led by carnal natural Reaſon, 
upon Grounds of natural Wiſdom, Selt-love, and for 

ing Danger. Oh curſed, woful Temper! Oh 
heavy Judgment! Oh, what can follow but Judgment? 
Alas! he can neither reſolve nor pray againſt this fore 
woful Sin and Evil. | 

Lord, that his Will, Affections, Counſel, Reſolu- 
tion, may be pointed out, and ruled abſolutely by the 
Word! Whence ariſes this Evil? Whether that he 
knows not thy Will diſtinctly, or that he ſmothers and 
ſuppreſſes, lights, reſiſts, bears it down, and will not 
be ſubject to it? Is it from Want of Light, or Want of 
Deſire, or from Want of Sincerity, or from Want of 
Strength? This is that he deſires the Lord to help, or 
elſe all will be deſtroyed, and his Soul undone, and 
thou wilt loſe all thy Labour, and the Creature is ao 
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will be cutted from the Lord Jeſus; even as from Salva- 
tion, ſo from being a Subject of his Kingdom, which 
1s more Loſs than the Loſs of his Salvation. 

Lord, publiſh and proclaim thy Law in his Heart! 
So uſe Kings to do in Time of Inſurrection and Invaſion. 
Oh let him hear the Voice and Sound of it, and he ſhall 
not be doubtful or indifferent any longer, but ſhall be 
_— and obey! Let the one be a Pledge of the 
other ! 

This Day he defired to lay before the Lord the Caſe 
of his People, and to have a right View and Senſe of 
it on his own Heart. 
Oh, the End of this Day's drawing near to thee is, 
that he may receive the Lord Jeſus in his Heart as a 
King and Sovereign, as well as a Saviour: It is, that 
he may have the Senſe of his Love; and the Effect 
thereof may be this, that the poor Creature, as he hath 
formally given up, ſo he may actually and effectually, 
really and thorowly be in, for, and to the Lord, in all 
the Powers of the Soul and Mind within, in all his 
Actions and Thoughts, Words, Ways and Enterprizes ; 
that he may know him, nay, and none but him, and 
may be dead to all Things elſe, and they to him. 

h, theſe Times that are coming would require this! 

If thou haſt a Houſe or Place in the Land or in his 
Heart, that thou wouldſt lay in Furniſhing and Arms, 
fortify and maintain that which is thine. Should the 
King be angry that he be wakened by his poor Subjects, 
who deſire to live under him, to fight x 6 for him, 
to hold out and reſiſt for him, to renounce and deny 
Obedience and Service to any but him ? Hearing of In- 
vaſion, they tell him he knows how to defend, and ma- 
nage the War better than we. Will he let his poo 
Dove, his Bride, his little Ones, his Temple, his Heri- 
tage, fall into an Enemy's Hands and be loſt? Will 
he ſleep and keep Silence? Oh, far be it from thee ! 

Teach him what and how to ask! | 

21ſt Auguſt. He obſerved he was much ſtraitned 
and deſerted in Worſhip when there were Strangers pre- 
7 N lent ; 
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ſent; which he took to ariſe from either the Lord's pre- 
venting Vain-glory, or puffing up of his Heart, or pu- 
niſhing unſavoury, lels Diſcourſe and Communica- 
tion: And his Soul deſired to be caſt down and afflicted 
under it, that he would help him to find out the Cauſe 
and Root of it. 

Oh L Oh how little Effect it ſeemed to have! 
Yet keep him from wearying, or ceaſing from his Duty. 

Lord, for theſe many Days his Soul has ſeemed to 
him to be without any ſealed Inſtruction. At preſent 
he feels much Formality, Deadneſs, Looſneſs of rf 
and he deſires to beſerch the Lord in this Matter, and 
to know the Duty of this Day, | 

He read Gualter on 1 Cor. x. Let him that ſtands rake 
heed igt he fall. This is a Sin incident to theſe that 
have Received ſome Knowledge, and have taken up Re- 
e and [a] Profeſſion, and think not to I 

ain. 

'Ob Need that my unſound Heart has to conſider, 
be humbled, and believe in the Lord Jeſus, and watch 
continually againſt theſe Temptations ; that I grow not 
remiſs, careleſs; . ſecure, indi t, carnal, ſelf-confi- 
dent, inſenſible, or forgetful of ſpiritual Snares or Dan- 
gers; that the Judgment go not wrong, the Affections 
cool nat, Deadneſs overtake not, and creep in upon the 
Conſcience! Oh ſo unſtable a Creature as he is! 

This Day the Lord by Providence led his Eye to 
read and his Heart to conſider that of Prov. xxviii. 20. 
He that maketh. haſte tc be rich ſhall not be innocent. 
And his Soul was humbled within him, and he _ 
the Lord to give him the Faith of this Word, that 
may be delivered: from this 'Sin and Snare of haſting to 
be rich. The Skill of thy Hand can, thro? Jeſus Chriſt, 
ſet the Heart ſo far from the Deſire of theſe Things, as 
not to become touched with, or conſent to, that Temptz. 
tion; a Sight of the Vanity of theſe Things, and a 
Sight of better, would ſoon cool and quench the Heat 
of his Luſt after ſo an Object: But, alas that 
they dor not _ lo little * in his Eye as indeed! 

in 


indeed! The Poſſeſſion of them cannot make him or 
his Children happy 92 5 Ev 
Shall not be innocent. Sin and Snare are inſeparable 
from this evil Deſire of making haſte to be rich. 
Lord, in this is not one Sin puniſhed with another? 
Haſtineſs to be rich and immoderate Deſires of the 
hea - payne mth a giving up to other groſs Sins, 
of Unrighteouſneſs, Oppreſſion, Uneverinefs, Unchari- 
tab Sale Crookedneſs, Deceit, Falſhood, Unjuſtice, 
Rigour to Tenants, Straitned [neſs] to the Poor, Oh 
this is the Puniſhment of Covetouſneſs, one Sin with 
another! So the covetous Perſon. cannot be innocent. 
Lord, he adored thee this Day in the reading of 
ob xxii. 23. where Grace is promiſed as a Reward 
of turning to the Almighty. Oh ſweet Reward ! 
 Ff thou return to the Almighty, thin fpalt be built 
1p, and thou ſhalt put away Iniquity far from thy Ta. 
bernack. For then ſpalt thou have thy Delight in the 
Almighty, and fpalt lift up thy Face to God: T hou 
Joal pray, and he ſhall hear; and thou ſnalt pay thy 


Oh Lord, he deſires to believe in thy Name for the 
making: good this Word : He believes on it, and defires 
BEES the Hony of it. Oh what Encouragement it 
affords to a poor, Soul, that cannot get his Delight in 
the Almighty, and cannot get Iniquity fat removed from 
his Tabernacle, and cannot get his Vows performed and 
his Prayer heard! 3 E 
Lord, this is not the Manner of Men, to make thy 
very Command their exceeding great Reward: Oh that 
I may preach thy Truth and Faithfulneſs, and I ſhall 
declare it unto the Congregation)! 
24th. The L. of Fouls told me, that the Engliſt 
had Loſs at their laſt Victory, where Tump was killed. 
Holland were Preparing for the War again. The King 
was ſick, and no Life expected. | 
My Soul defired to be humbled and caſt down under 
all this, and defired to underſtand. JÞofo is wiſe ſnall 
underſtand theſe Things, A xiv. 9. By 
2 He 


. 
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He heard the Miniſters of Edinburgh were reſolved 
to ſuffer, ere they defiſted to pray for the King. Oh 
Lord, the Defire of his Soul is towards thee on the 
Behalf of thy People, and of our Miniſters, and of his 


own Heart; that we may be guided by thy Spirit, and 
that is one, and be delivered and rid out of theſe Dif- 
ferences and Contradictions which ariſe from our own 
Spirits. 
1 5th. He had a Meeting with 7an Forbes and T ho- 
17s Chiviſh anent his= oo {vgs 
27th. I was at Findhorn-water, and there he heard 
John Forſyth, &c. © 

He found himſelf oft impatient to be denied or con- 
tradicted by theſe that are under him, or to have his 


Commands ſlighted or diſobeyed ; and he ſtorms proud- 


ly, paſſionately at it. Oh Lord, with how much more 


Reaſon mayſt thou be angry at the diſobeying of th 
2 and perfect Will, ar ths ſlighting 5 Coos. 
mands? 

Haſt not thou more Reaſon to require Obedience to 
thy Commands, than he has to his? Would he puniſh 
Diſobedience; and mayſt not thou much more puniſh 
it, when thou art diſobeyed? Oh Lord, abate his Pride 
and Impatiency, and turn his Anger againſt the Diſo- 
bedience that's done to thy Laws, and the Diſhonour 
that's done to thee; and to bear more patiently any 
Diſobedience done to his [own] Commands, which are 
oft with little Reaſon or Confideration, and for his own 
Good, without reſpect to the Good of others; but 
thine are ever for the Good of theſe that obey. 

28th, being the Sabbath. He read 1 Cor. xii. and 
there did ſee the Lord's manifold Wiſdom in the Va- 
riety of Gifts; that it ſhould be for Union and Love, 
and Edification of one another, and not for Separation, 
and taking us from one another. | 
29th. I read that excellent 1 Cor. x11, the Similitude 
and Allufion of the Head and Members, and ilk Mem- 
ber with another; ſhadowing forth, as our Communion 
and Relation with Chriſt our Head, ſo one with ano- 


ther. 
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ther. We could not live well without the pooreſt Mem- 
ber; nay, theſe that are pooreſt, or greater Sinners, have 
their own Uſefulneſs: He hath not made all the Mem- 
bers Eye, or Ear, or Head. e 

Oh that this were learned among us this Day, while 
we are broken one from another, as if we had no Re- 
Jation one with another ! en 

There was never a Generation wherein the Lord be- 
ſtowed and poured forth more Gifts : But, Oh ! the 
Abuſe of them 1s great, unto Pride, Contempt of one 
another, Separation, Envy. Oh that the Lord would 

ur out of his Spirit of Sobriety and a ſound Mind on 

is People! . | 

Help me to ſtrengthen the Things that are ready to 
decay and die, and to hold faſt. _ 4 

September 4th 1553. A Presb, Faſt. Sab. 

1. Lo acknowledge our own particular Sins, and the 
Sins of the Land; for that End to ſearch himſelf, and 
to enquire at the Lord. | t 

2. 'To be humbled under the manifeſt Signs of his 
Anger, in our bitter Diviſions and Differences, and our 
Darkneſs 3 

3. The Appearances of new Commotions and Inſur- 
rections. | 


4. Unſeaſonableneſs of the Weather. 

5. Invaſions by Sea and Land threatned. 

6. Danger of Religion by Violence, and by creeping 
in of Error, Corruption in Doctrine and Worſhip, Se- 


ducers, Hereſies. While Matters are thus, while the 


Lion rores, ſhall we not tremble? Is it Time to be ſtill ? 
Shall we not meet the Lord, and beſeech him for theſe 
Things, and turn away his Wrath ? Oh let him forgive, 
and ſhew Mercy for his own Name's Sake. . 

He heard the King was fick; that Holland had a 
great Fleet at Sea, and the ZEngiiſp were centred [in] 
much Preparation tor War. p97 

Oh that his People may be fitted for theſe Times, 
end the Trials that thou art bringing upon the Earth! 
Mo is iſe, ſhall undenſtand theſe Things; 2 

an 
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and he ſhall know them: For the Ways of the Lord 


are right, and the Fuſt ſhall walk in tem; but the 
Trane ſhall fall therein. 
he Text, Ja. Iviii. 5, 6. He was ſmitten, that ih 
this Day of Faſt he looſed not the Bonds of Wicked. 
neſs, broke not the heavy Yoke, gave not his Bread to 
the, Hungry, clothed not the Naked, and took them 
not into his Houſe 5 but was wholly addicted to him- 
RIF; Particularly, the Price ſeemed too great this Year. 
. He beſought the Lord to mortify the Heart, and 
make Way for the Challenge, that it may not be the 
Blunt, and u Eternity Challenge. He ſought a 
Heart enlarged to truſt the Lord much, and to be more 
apt and ready to diſtribute and to do good ; to ſow 
more liberally : Want of Faith in is the Cauſe 
of his Sport gets, 5 | | 
Hs e reſolved, in the Strength of the Lord, to lay up 
the Challenge, and to ſhew more Mercy, and walk more 
tenderly; in particular, to extend Mercy to the poor 
People under him, Zohn Fenkin, om Fumiſter, brit 
liam Alves, the poor Widow in We/?-field, or any other 
that. the Lord ſhould lead him unto : But take thou 
all the Praife ; for, in a Manner, it is thy forced Work; 
thou wringeſt this from him. Now, Lord, guard; 
make him willing, prevent and hear him. 
And let the Pave of this Day from the People 
come before thee : Rid them out of their Strait and 
Diſtreſs 3 and lead us to our Duty, that we deny thee 
not in theſe Times, and may not be for ourſelves, but 
for the Lord; and all in Jeſus Chriſt. 5 
1cth September. He believed and prayed on that 
Word, Job v. 24. and the reſt of the Chapter: That 
thy Tabernaile ſpall be in Peace; and thou ſhalt viſi 
thy Habitation, and ſhalt not | BH, 
His Soul was affected with the private Family. di- 


ſtractions and Cares and Diſquiets, and he found that 
they aroſe from his Corruptions, Addictedneſs to the 
World, Niggardlineſs, Diſtruſt, Want of a provident 
governing Faculty: He deſired that the Lord wo 

| en 
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ſend his Word, and heal him; even the Word of Di- 
rection and Command, and the Word of his Truth and 
Faithfulneſs, according to his Promiſe, to heal the Di- 
ſtemper and Diſeaſe and Evil of his Corruption, which 
was the Fountain of his Anxiety. 

He was alſo caſt down under publick Diſtreſs and Con- 
fuſion, and the extraordinary Burdens of the Land; 
and in this he beſought the Lord that the Favour which 
we have had, or the Trouble which we may feel and. 
be brought unto by theſe Men, may not darken or pre- 
judge his Mind or Underſtanding, or make his Spirit 
bitter, and ſo raiſe Migudging : That his Heart may 
be ftaid on God, and then wall the Lord keep him in 
his perfect Peace. 

He was humbled under his Darkneſs; yet could not 
complain but that he was hitherto kept: But, alas! 
Lord, if he have no other Security but his own Deter- 
minations againſt Employments, and to ſuffer ere he 
embrace, theſe are weak, and will afford little 8 | 
when a Temptation comes; for he finds his Judgment 
may be brangled with Reaſoning, and his Purpoſe with 
Trials of Sequeſtration or Favour. Lord, his Mind is 
ſtaid on thee ; for there is no other Help left him, and 
he has received a Sentence of Death in himſelf, and al- 
moſt deſpairs of Life. 

He is under {ad Apprehenfions of Judgment to theſe 
poor Lands, both from our Differences among the God- 
% 2. From the Sin of theſe that rule. 3. And 

m the like Caſe of the Lord's Churches in Fer- 
many and beyond Sea, before they were deſtroyed. 
4. From the Lord's hiding his Face from his poor 
People, and from his Servants the Miniſters. 5. From 
the Stedfaſtneſs of all Parties to their own Way. 
6. Theſe are like to be the laſt Times. : 

Lord, keep his Soul from Diſtruſt, or Raſhneſs, or 
Unbelief : Heal the Diſtempers in his Spirit, and in the 
Spirits of thy People in the Land; and ſhew us what 
our Diſtemper is, and what a right Frame is; and let 
me and thine in the Land be fitted for ſuffering, if that 


ſhall 
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ſhall be our Lot, as indeed it is given me to expect, 
that we may not be forſaken. | 

After Prayer again, upon that Paſſage, 2 Cor. i. 9, 
10. the Lord diſcovered his natural Sin of carnal 
Confidence, and the Neceſſity which the Lord found to 
beat it down: His Spirit is undertaking, and apt to 
undergo greater Things than he is able ; therefore it is 
meet he ſhould be humbled, and that [he] have ilk 
Day a Sentence of Death in himſelf, that he might not 
truſt in himſelf, but in God which raiſes the Dead. 
Oh firm Ground of Faith ! 

He believed and prayed that the good Lord would 
not uſe his Servants worſe than Man would do his: 
He will not bid them go on an Employment that may 
” their Ruin: He will never leave his Buſineſs un- 

one. 
Object. But they will go without his Bidding. 

R. Then will 58 Lord as a Father pull them back: 
If they be climbing Trees, or venturing on Rocks, he 
will reprove and reclaim. | 

If he would do ſo to a Servant, much more to a Son 
that fears him. 

He prayed for his Family, and to be letten build a 
Tabernacle in it for the Lord: This was his Choice 
and Defire ; but he ſubmits to the Will of God. His 
Will, and not mine, be done. 

Oh the rich Treaſures that are in thy Word! If his 
Soul could retain, uſe and live by them, as thou poureſt 
them in: Let them not be loſt. | 


11th Sprember, the Lord's Day. He wreſtled with || 


much Deadneſs and Corruption : In the Evening the 
great Rain, which did, lite a Deluge, overflow the 
| 2 eſpecially at the . that did bear down 


the Piers and Defences made againſt it, which we 


thought very ſtrong; and at the ſame Time the Engliſh 

were requiring Straw and Corn to be carried Twenty 

Miles from beyond Egine to Caller: Much Corn was 
deſtroyet. 3 

He deſired to look into this Providence, and 0 be 

| | ulls 
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humbled : It did repreſent to him the general Flood 
of Corruption and Sin that was upon the Land;; much 
Ignorance of God, Formality, Uncleanneſs, ſecret Wic- 
kedneſs, Unbelief, and Contempt of God; and yet 
none laying it to Heart, or ſaying, What have I done? 
but rather each of us content with ourſelves, and ſeeing; 
neither in the Land, nor in our own Hearts, Cauſe of 
Mourning or Humiliation. | 3 
For this Cauſe, he defired to ſet himſelf to ſeek the 
Lord on the next Lord's Day with all his Heart, to en- 
uire into the Cauſes of the Lord's Anger, and breaking 
rth of Judement. Oh Lord, lead him ; for there 1s 
a Vail on thy Works and his Mind : Until, thro' Jeſus 
Chriſt, it be removed, he can never perceive any Thing, 
or interprete any Work or Word of thine aright. _ 
zth. He was much exerciſed with unclean Thoughts 
and Abominations: However, the Lord did keep his 
Spirit in the Conflict. | | 
He examined William Brodie's Son, and exhorted 
him; but, after he cauſed him pray, he found Weak- 
neſs, much Weakneſs, and was convinced of Sin and 
Miſtake in ſhaping out Perſons to the Lord and his Mi- 
niſtry without Him, in thinking Converſion to God eaſy, 
or in Man's Power, Lord, direct him in this how to 
walk, and teach and humble him. . 
16th. He received Letters from London, and from 
the Earl of Caffils : He ador'd and bleſs'd the Lord, 
that had hitherto delivered him from the Snare and 
Temptation of the publick Employments, and had in 
ſome Meaſure heard him ; and he promiſed not to for- 
get it; only that it may be in Mercy to his poor Soul, 
and to the Land. B 8 
He was much caſt down under the Differences and 
Variances of His People 3 ſome charging Per ury on 
others, and others Corruption, Miſtake, Malignancy; 
Formality on them. And, among all theſe, he ſees 
Men of every Opinion far more righteous, and of more 
danctification and Sincerity than he, who is compaſſed 
3 — 0 about 
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about with Multitude of Sins, which they are free of. 
Lord, this may humble his Soul meikle. 8 

18th, being the Lord's Day. He deſired to be caſt 
down under the Lord's Judgments on the Land, both 
on former Rulers and People, and the Sins of preſent 
Rulers, and the Aptneſs of People to forget the Lord, 
grow formal, ad make Defection from [him]: We 
need the Armour of Righteouſneſs on the right Hand 
and on the left. | 

He defired to be humbled under the Lord's Hand 
in the divided, imbittered, implacable Spirits of his 
People; and his Hand upon his Family, his Brother, 
his Children ; on the Fruits of the Earth, which are, 
like his Fruit to God, never like to ripe or be worth 
any Thing: Under the extreme Floods of Rain, and 
eſpecially the Town of Greiſbip and thereabout, and 
here alſo, where God was much diſhonoured : There- 
fore Judgment was breaking out. 

hat he may be kept from {lighting theſe Rods and 
Beginnings of Evil; that the Lord would correct the 
Inord inateneſs of his earthly Deſires and Projects in Pri- 
ces of Corn and Victual, would ſtir up to more Ten- 
derneſs in every Part of his Converſation, and would 
give a more free, obedient Spirit to thy Word. 

Turn away the Wrath, and forgive our Iniquity, and 
ſhew Mercy to his Soul, and to the Family and 
others, and to theſe Lands, and to thy People. 

Mr. William Taltonen this Day preached on Tia. 
Iviii. 8. and faid, The Lord's Promiſes were cond itio- 
nal: This did beget Exerciſe and Trouble to him; 
and, if the Covenant of Grace were not abſolute, he 
were undone, and the Land, and his Seed for ever- 
more. 2 

Now, this is the Promiſe, That we ſhall fear thee; 
and thou wilt put thy Law in our Hearts. Lord, 
what 1s the {Hl eb of this Promiſe ? If the Condi- 
tion be not included in the Promiſe, it were hard with 
us. Oh Lord, all thy Promiſes of Grace, and thy Co- 
venant of Grace and more Grace, is free. WY 
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This Day he 1s dealing with the Lord for Mercy 
to himſelf and his Seed, and to the Land, and to thy 


People, and is confeſſing his and their Sin to thee. 


Oh be thou perſiwaded, and turn away thy Wrath, 
and impute not Iniquity to us: Circumciſe our Hearts, 
and the Hearts of our Seed and our Seed's Seed, for thy 
Name's Sake. 

We tremble at the Signs of thy Anger, which ap- 
pear againſt thy 1 oh and theſe Lands, and himſelf, 
and his Family and his Seed ; and defires to ſtand up 
this Day, that the Judgment proceed not : And, if thou 
wilt exerciſe with more Trouble, then ſanctify the 
Trial for thy own Name's Sake, and correct not in th 
Diſpleaſure : Tho' thou chaſtneſt ſore (as thou ha 
done formerly) yet give us not over unto Death, Pal. 
cxviii. 18. 

24th September. I read 2 Cor. viii. 14, 15. which 
did reprove his Straitnedneis, and Coldneſs, and Par- 
ſimony, and inord inate Deſires and Affection to the 
World. 

Oh what a lively Leſſon was this Word ! to mortify 
inſolent, or light, carnal Thoughts, in the Poſſeſſion 
of much; for they that gather'd meikle, had nothing 
to ſpare, or nothing over: As alſo to mortify Diſtruſt, 
and Deſire of great Things, and Inſatiableneſs; for 
they that gather'd little, had no lack. 

Print, print this on his Heart, that he may learn 
more Moderation in Things below; in ſeeking, caring, 
or keeping, gathering, ipending, uſing, having and 
wanting; and may look to him, L. 9. who, though 
he wwas rich, for our Sakes became poor; that we through 
his Poverty may be rich. 

25th Sprexber. It was the Exerciſe of the Day, 
to believe on, and pray on that Word ; and 2 Cor. 
ix. 6. Ih that ſows ſparingly, ſhall reap ſparingly ; 
and he 2 * ſows bountifully, ſhall reap 2 
And, v. 8. 

Oh Lord, ſettle the Faith of this in his Heart, that 
not only in the Matter of Charity, but in bearing Inju- 

O2 ries, 
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rics, in believing, and in giving Credit to thee, in De- 

ence on thee, in Self-denial, in giving himſelf to 
the Lord, in the crucifying of the World, and fleſh] 
Deſires and earthly; he may not be ſparing, diſtruſtful, 
or narrow -hearted, but enlarged to do much in Faith, 
and ſuffer much, and love much, in Faith of a plenti- 
ful Reaping. 

This Day Diſtractions humbled him: The coming 
of Strangers with L. L. a Letter from Imes, and a 
Diſpatch to Monaghty. 

He afterward read v. 8. Aud God is able to make 
all Grace abound towards you ; that ye akways having 
— — in all Things, may abound in every good 

erk. | 

Oh the Riches that are contained in this Promiſe or 


Declaration! Could I open and enlarge my Mouth wide 


to receive it! 


Oh it contains Grace, every Grace, and all good 


Things! Oh the Hainouſneſs of Diſtruſt, having ſuch 
a Promiſe ! Alas that he cannot caſt himſelf upon it, 
rely on it, ſuck Conſolation and Encouragement out of 
it, thro' the Faith hereof to mortify all inordinate De- 
fires, deny himſelf, give himſelf wholly to the Lord, 
who 1s able to make Grace, nay, all Grace, abound to- 


wards me, that I may have, and always have, and in 


all Things Sufficiency, yea, All- ſufficiency, to abound, 
even abound in good Works, yea, every good Work ! 
Oh my Lord, let not all theſe Gradations for ever 
be forgotten, or {lip out of Mind; nor ſuffer me to 
loſe the Faith, Uſe and Application of this, this, this 
Word, which he deſires to lay up in his Heart, and to 


pray and believe upon it for Grace, all Grace, All- ſuf- 


Hciency at all Times, that he may abound, abound in 
good Works, nay, and in every good Work. 
_ 25th. The L. Leathin came to Brodre. 
2$th, This Morning Janes came to me, and told 
me, that ker Brother ſeemed much affected with. 


My Soul was caſt down under this, and defired to 


worſhip and adore the Lord, whom he ſerved and 
7 fs {ought 
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ſought with his Spirit, in that Matter; and intreated the 
Lord to bleſs that 

I went this Night to Þawerne/s, and found the Lord 
viſiting my Spirit by the Way, and received Wariſtour's 
Letters. 

4 I obſerved the Lord's Providence in the Scar- 
C1 0 ·— — — 

ph October. Die Sab. —— The extraordinary Rain 
continued, and the overflowing of the Waters: Let not 
his Soul be barren under theſe Tokens of thy Wrath. 
| He received Letters from V. Dounte anent accepting 
of a Seſſion- employment, and to give my Advice anent 
Judges ſuperior and inferior. 
Oh Lord, I am in Darkneſs, and will 1 on thee 
for Light: I am afraid of Snares; Lord, diſcover, and 
deliver his Soul from them. 

Greenknow asked at me, iſt Ofober, why I did not 
go to London. Oh Lord, that thy Servants may walk 
in one Spirit, even in theſe Matters of Government! 

23d October. I writ to Wariſtoun, W. Dounie; and I 
defire to look over all the Letters that I have written, 
that my Feet ſlip not. 

I was this Day humbled for my indiſcreet, inconfi- 
derate Zeal and Paſſion againſt Mr. 7h Brodie and 
Mr. Robert Gordon: Albeit the Matter might afford 
Diſlike, the Manner was full of Sin. 

Ofober gth. Sab. I read Gal. ii. 19, 20. I defired 
to believe, and pray, and worſhip on that Word ; that 
I might through the Law be dead to the Law, that I 
might live to God; to be crucified with Chriſt, that not 
J, but Chriſt may live in me; that the Life which now 
T live in the Fleſ may be through he Faith of the Son 
of God, who loved me, and gave himſelf for me. 

This Day he writ to Leathin anent David, that a 
Surgeon might come and cure him; and he ſought the 
Lord in it, to bleſs the Means ſo far as may be for his 


own Glory and the Soul's Good of the poor Creature, 


and our Comfort; and that he would in Mercy _ 
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and deliver him, and not in Wrath and Judgment to 
himſelf or us. 

This held forth ſomething of a Duty in reference to 
publick Buſineſs; that the Reſtitution or raiſing up of 
our native Rulers may be in Mercy, and not in Wrath 
to the Land or themſelves: Therefore firſt, Lord, par. 
don, and prepare them for a Deliverance in Mercy, and 
then do them Good. But wo to us, if we ſeek it, or 
procure it, before thou haſt pardoned, or without Sub- 
miſſion to thee, | | 

The Night before he reproved- he did apain 
remit and lay over that Buſineſs on the Lord's Hand, 
and fought to be led for him. 5 

He obſerved much Ungodlineſs, Lying, Perjury, a- 
mong People, in Tenants, and parting the Tiend; and 
he defired to be humbled under it. 
defired to be humbled under the Paſſion and In. 
firmity which I did fall out in | 

Ofober roth. I was obſerving ſome Signs of the 
Lord's Anger in external Providences; and defired to 
be humbled and caſt down under it: And beſought the 
Lord to let his Hand be on me as he thought fit; only 
to turn away his Anger, to diſcover the Cauſes of it, and 
to be pacified toward me in Jeſus Chriſt. 

If a Trial come, Lord, let it be in Mercy, and let it 
not ſurprize me, as thy Judgments uſe to do the Hypo- 
crites in Zion. He trembles before thee: Oh Lord, 
make known ! | 

OFober 16th. Die Dom. He defired the Lord to 
lead him into a Review of his Works and Providences, 
and of his own Failings and Infirmities this Week laſt 
paſt ; wherein his Soul was humbled under ſundry foul, 
blaſphemous, inſolent, ſwelling Conceits and "Thoughts 
of his Heart, which he had conſented to, 1f the Lord 
had not prevented him: Many ſuch Thoughts pats, 
and are not curbed nor reſiſted. Alas for this! 

He writ to Mr. Dickſon and Mr. G. Hutchiſon anent 
a Chaplain to the Ear] Murray; and recommended this 
Buſineſs to the Lord, that he would, in order = . 

Cuhurch's 


ITI 
Church's and this Peoples Good, and that Man's, pro- 
vide ſuch a Man as may be an Inſtrument of Good to 
them ; and would make Way, and order his Providences 
for that Effect, and remove Impediments. He defired 
a Word of Warning and Admonition from them to 
himſelf. | 

He beſought the Lord to provide ſuch Perſons to the 
Family as might be comfortable to us, and do Good 
to the Society; that he may be directed in this, and 
how to diſpoſe of his Children. | 

There came a new Call and Invitation to Mr. John 
M*Kilikin from Earl of Sutherland. He worſhips and 
adores the Lord in that; and beſeeches the Lord to di- 
rect him, and fit and furniſh, and keep him low and 
little in his own Eyes, that thou be not provoked to 
blaſt and deſert him, and [he may] know that Voice 
and Call which is from God. | 

He heard of Zorzoodley's Intention —— This was a 
Matter of great Conſequence, wherein he beg'd Dire- 
ction. At preſent he could not but judge it a fore Bur- 
den, that, being ſo few here, we ſhould be ſcattered = 
And when we are looking for Good, that the Lord 
would bleſs his People with ſome effectual Fruit of the 
Goſpel on the Souls of People; lo, even then, that ſhe 
ſhould be removed in whom moſt of our Comfort is, 
and by and with whom we have now Fellowſhip. Can 
that be in Mercy to us that are behind ? He beſought 
the Lord to turn it away, if it might ſtand with his 
good Pleaſure. 

He writ to Mr. 7%n Yrodie, and corrected, as he 
could, the Aſperity and Sharpneſs of his former to him, 
and ſtirred up to Duties. | 8 

The Care of the Harveſt had withdrawn himſelf and 
the Children much from the Conſtancy and Settledneſs 
of his Service: He found, when the reſt were away, 
that he was much ftraitned in the Family, and was not 
as when they were preſent. 

He obſerved the Lord's Hand in David his Brother's 
bodily Infirmity in the Legs, not of that which was = 

the 
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the Irons, but the other which was free. He deſired to 
be caſt down under thy caſting down and abaſing that 
lewd, unclean, inſolent, proud Creature; and beſeeches 
the Lord to ſanctify chat Rod, and to direct him what's 
next to be done. 

He reſolved to have ſome Eye on that Son of Joly 
Cuninghame's for whom he ſtood up in the Baptiſm, and 
to bring him up at School a While, that he may ſee 
mhar he 9 Mind 4 is ue (Peking is a ne- 

uty lying on him, and not indifferent. 

This Day be paipoled in the Lord's Strength, to 
look to the Inclination of theſe young Ones that were 
about him, and to beſtow ſomething on their Education, 
as he ſaw they might prove. | 

To ſtir up Aexander Gowie, and Mr. P. Dunbar in 
Forres, and Mr. James Fohnſton, and Mr. gp, and 
the Presbytery, to enquire more into the Converſation 
and Inclination of young Ones; and that theſe School. 
maſters may teach them to ſeek the Lord timely, and 
examine them how they can ſeek him. Lord, for a 
Bleſſing! And put it in their Hearts to do for the Lord, 
and to ſet Family- duty on Foot again in this Pariſh in 
every Yeoman's Houſe and other Man's, and in Forres; 
and to debar from Sacrament theſe that worſhip not 
God in their Family. 

He was humbled under the inward Corruptions, Earth- 
lineſs, inordinate Deſires of his Heart after the World 
which periſhes. Oh Lord, a Heart wean'd from theſe 
Things, and enlarged, were and ſhall, in his Eſteem, 
be a greater Mercy than a large Inheritance and enlarged 
Poſſeſſions. 

Afternoon. I ſpake to Mr. William, and recom- 
mended theſe Particulars to him, of the Congregation 
and the Families in it, and Perſons to be ſtirred up to 
ſeek the Lord, and to know and worſhip him ; and 
that he would be an Inſtrument with the Presbytery, to 
put ilk one on Work; and anent the Schoolmaſters and 
the young wry and putting the Children and young 

ool, 
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1 purpoſed this Day in my Heart to do ſomething 
for png ſome of them to the School of Forres, nd 
to ſeek the Lord for them ; to put others of them to the 
School of Dyke. Lord, direct, ripen and further the 
Thought of his Heart! for he will either err in doing 
it, or elſe it will wither, and he will do nothing at all. 
Maintain the Love and Zeal of thy Name in his Heart, 
according to ſound Knowledge! This ſhall be the An- 
ſwer of the Morning-prayer for an enlarged Heart, which 
he counted a greater Mercy than an enlarged Inheritance. 

Offober 17th. I purpoled to enter Zohn Cuntnghame's 
Son to the School, and bought a Book to him; and 
2 Brodi2 the Webſter's Son, with Ye Spence ; and 

ke to Andrew Fordyce and aum Dutican concerning 
their Sons; and heard the Scholars read ; and ſought 
an enlarged Heart, or ſeeks it from the Lord as he may: 
But, alas! how much Corruption and Sin cleaves to 
him in every Thing? Never did ſo much Sin appear. 

He defired to be humbled under the proud Reproof 
which he gave to 7%n Hasbin, for holding on his Bon- 
net irreverently and diſreſpectfully before his Mother ; 
and deſired to mourn under that Pride of Spirit which 
it ſprang from: For what Ill did it to her? What is he 
or ſhe more than another? Reverence to Superiors will 
not bear out in this Particular; that ſhould come from 
themſelves unſought. Lord, purge the Heart of this 
Evil, and the Root and Fountain of it! 

He heard this Day that Zohn Fenkin was dead in 
Monaghty : That was to humble and exerciſe him. 
Lord, teach him by that Providence! 3 | 

This Night he dreamed that Zearhin and himſelf 
were climbing up a ſteep Wall, and there was a Loft 
above: When we came to the Top almoſt, we could 
not get a Grip to hold by, but were ready to fall; we 
could not come down, it was ſo high; we could not 
go up, for the Loft was rotten, and we could not put 
our Weight on it, and ſo hung by the Hands and Feet: 
At laſt we diſcerned, as appeared, at one End of the 
Wall Coxzorn. 1 8 
q P 1 th. 
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19th. After I ſought Underſtanding of the Lord's 


Mind 

Baillie Meldrum's Son came to me, and ſought the 
Duties of Armiddle from me, and asked at me, If I did 
intromit with them? 

In this Matter, Oh Lord, I may fall in a Snare, not 
of Loſs, but of Sin, if thou preventeſt me not 
My Soul defired to be caſt down under the Fretting 
of his Spirit toward 

22d. This Night, being Saturday, I did before the 
Lord admoniſh, examine, reprove and exhort 

Oh that the Lord would bleſs this Means and Ordi- 
nance for the doing Good to her Soul, and for reclaiming 
her: And, that it may the more deeply fink in her 
Heart, I cauſe her write down her Conteſſion, and Pur- 
poſe, and Promiſe, with her own Hand, to be a Teſti- 
mony and Witneſs for or againſt her another Day, in 
caſe ſhe forget altogether again, or turn aſide. | Here 
it follows auritten in his Daughter Griſſel's Hand.] 

This Night I did again confeſs before the Lord all 
my former Guilt, both my many wicked Practices, and 
the natural Perverſneſs and Ungodlineſs of my Heart; 
and beſought him to forgive and blot them out thro 
Jeſus Chritt 

I fee meikle of my own Inclinations and evil Ways ; 
but, alas! cannot mourn for them aright, nor yet amend 
them: Yet, in his Strength, denying myſelf, I defire 
that he would turn me, and I ſhall be turned. He 
pardons the Rebellious; therefore that he would pardon 
me. 

This Day I deſire to give up myſelf again to God: 
It is my Heart that I deſire to give him, and not my 
Tongue only. [Thus far the youne Lady.] See the 
next Page. 

The Lady Leathin and Janet was with me; and I 
defired to ſeek the Lord in behalf of Janet, who was 
unwell [indipoled]. _ 

27th, 28th, I was in Zzm at the Revaluations ; 
a 
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and beſought the Lord to be directed in that Matter, 
that Partiality and Love of himſelf prevail not. 

October zoth. Die Dom. This Day ] did ſet myſelf 
ſolemnly and expreſly to ſeek the Lord in this, that I 
might diſcern Satan's Wiles in the preſent Trial and 
Exerciſe which his Church is under; to the End that 
we may diſcern and avoid his Snares, and ſet ourſelves 
in Oppoſition thereto, and to our Fleſh and natural 
Wiſdom, which 1s contrary to his Spirit. Accordingly 
he did meet with and was confirmed in the Neceffit 
of this Duty from Eph. iv. 11, to 14. the End, Necel. 
ſity and Inſtitution of a Miniſtry, that his Church may 
grow up and be perfected, and we may not be toſſed 
with every Wind. 

Further, he defired to be humbled under the Self. love 
that's in him, which {ways and carries his Heart from 
the Lord; that it may pleaſe Him to purge the Heart 
of this Plague; that he may deny and go out of him- 
ſelf, that the Lord may be All in all: Even as all his 
End and Aim in every Thing, ſo all his Wiſdom and 
his Will the Rule; and his Name, Truth, Covenant 
and Promiſe all his Confidence. | | 

[Follows written and ſubſcribed with his Daughter's 
Hand cv hat perhaps is but the former continued, and may 
be joined with it.] 

« ] defire not only that the Lord would be Witneſs, 
e but that he would be Cautioner and Surety in this Co- 
“ venant, that thro' his Grace I may overcome. 

This Lord's Day I have taken new Reſolutions 
*. upon me to be the Lord's wholly, and not to live 
“ any more to Sin. I do not only purpoſe againſt the 
« groſs Evils that J have been given to, but allo to 
« ſtrive againſt my own Nature, and the finful Inclina- 
tions thereof; and eſpecially to ſeek the Lord in more 
Sincerity, and more unfeignedly to repent of my evil 
Ways than ever before, which my Heart has never 

yet been broken for: Particularly, for my Lightneſs, 
« Vanity, Wantonneſs, Folly, Idleneſs, Profanity, Dif- 
ſembling, Lying, Hypocriſy, Athetim, Contempt of 
| | P 2 « God 
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God, {lighting him, his Service in Secret and Publick, 
e Swearing, Bitterneſs, Stealing, and putting God out 
« of my Mind and Sight, Obduredneſs, not aſhamed 
* nor ſorry when I committed Sin, wronged God and 
« my own Soul, thinking, if I could get my Sin covered 
from Men, it was well enough, From this Day for- 
« ward I defire to deny tele Things, and _ evil 
„% Way. And, in Sign and Token of my unfeigned 
* Defire and Purpoſe, I have, in the Sight of : 
« jublcribed this Confeſſion and Covenant with my Heart 
0 and Hand. | 

GRISSEL BRODIE. 


November 2d. I called for El/peth Fraſer, and did 
admoniſhi and warn her of that which I heard concerning 
her Carriage with $. H. She did take the Lord to be 
her Judge and Witneſs in this Caſe of her Innocency, 
and reierred it to him, I beſought the Lord to bleſs 
the Admonition, and to be a Witneſs on her Part, if 
ſlie had been wronged ; and to make her manifeſt and 
aſhamed, if ſhe had taken his Name in vam. Oh 
Lord, keep them clean and unpalluted, that no Roat 
of Bitternels ſpring up to defile ! 

November 5th. The Earl of Murray was with me. 
1 beſought the Lord to be ſtrengthned and guarded a- 
gainft any 'Temptations.— 

November 7th. In the Morning I renewed the Ac- 
knowledgment and the Petitions of tne former Day, and 
beſought the Lord to accept of kis poor weak Deſire to 
have his Heart formed to his Will in every Thing. He 
depends .on him for the renewing of his Grace againft 
the Femptations and Dangers . and 
ſor Light and Underſtanding and Direction in the Parti- 
cular anent That all natural Reſpects, and Affe- 


ctions, and Intereſts, may yield to thy Will, and to the 
Love of thy Name, and thy Glory. He ſeeks a ſancti- 
fied and obedient ſubdued Heart to thee, 

He hath many Affairs this Day to enter on; and, 
tearing his own Frailty, Partiality, Corruption, he looks 
| | up. 
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up to God for Grace to ſanctify his Name in the Work 
and Employments of the Day: In the Valuations of the 
Shire, that his own Particular, or Friends, or the Pre- 
judice or Diſobligement of other Men, may not ſway : 
In this he may be like the Lord, to have no Refpe? of 
Perſons. F any Fellowſhip in Chriſt, Lord, let it forth. 

In other Advices anent Grange, his Queſtion with 
— Newtoun N 

November 8th. ꝓom Brodie was ſick of a Boil ; 
and in him he faw much of human Frailty. My Soul 
was humbled under Barrenneſs, that I had not ſpoken 
a Word for him, or to edify others. Lord, pardon! 

Something of the Lord's Dealing may be obſerved in 
the Sickneſs which we are liable unto. Oh that I may 
underſtand and learn, and may not be as the Beaſt ! 

This Day the Laird of Grange and ohn Forbes 
were agreed. I beſought the Lord that nothing might 
ſtick to me, as if any Thing of that Kind were *. ht 
to paſs by my Skill, Wiſdom or Dexterity. I did be- 
fore the Lord diſclaim and renounce all, as being no- 
thing, and having nothing to boaſt of. 

I worſhipped the Lord in the Variety and Freedom 
of his Gifts ; that gives ſome the Gifts of Family-go- 
vernment, which he withholds from others; and to ſome 
to take their neceſſary, competent Ule of their Subſtance, 
while others deny to themſelves the Things that are 
convenient and neceſſary for them. This is his Gift; 
and he finds the Want of it, and looks up to God, that 
he would ſupply or be in ſtead of it. 

He obſerves that his Heart cannot bide [abide] long 
at a Reſolution againſt a Temptation or a Sin; and, in 
particular, in the Matter of inordinate Deſires and Co- 
veting : Albeit he has ſeen the Evil and Vanity of that 
Sin, yet, alas! how ſoon is he carried away and in- 
tangled, forgetting his Reſolutions ? _ | 

Here he prayed for Grace, more Grace, and to be 
prevented. | 2 

Saturday, 12th November. I had been toiling at the 
Stone: . Thence the Lord led me to reflect on 


his 
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his Church, and to pray that he would repair and make 

ight her Walls, and bleſs her Walls, and ere& and 
finiſh them; that there may be no Enormity in them, 
and that they 1 4 for holding out ravenous, deſtroy- 
ing Beaſts, and for preſerving the Trees of his Planting, 
Lake Pleaſure in thy Vineyard yet, and plant and 
water and adorn it, that thou mayſt delight in it, and 
Trees may grow up in it, both fair to Iook on, and 
fruitful ; * hedge them up from the Violence of 


Does the poor Creature take ſuch Care in his Dikes 

and Trees? Does he promiſe himſelf a ſubordinate Con- 
tentment and Pleaſure in them? And wilt not thou 
much more take Pleaſure in thy ſweet, pleaſant Gar- 
den? Wilt thou not help what is amiſs in it, and 
dwell im it for ever? Lord, let that which he is about 
be a Token to him, that thou wilt yet do that to thy 
Kirk, which thou putteſt him upon toward his natu- 
ral Habitation and Dwelling. | | 
Oh for Faith to believe in thy Name for this! and 
he would not let thee go till thou bleſſeſt us. 
- 153th November, Die Dow. It was the great Suit 
of the Day, and the chief Errand and Exerciſe, that 
the Lord would remember the broken Eſtate of his 
Church in thete Lands and beyond Sea; and would 
conſider both the Violence which the one is under, 
whereby the Goſpel is ſuppreſſed, reſiſted and caſt off, 
and Idolatry ſet up; and there they have not ſo much 
as Liberty of Profeiſion, where ſometimes he has had a 
glorious Church : And among us, how great our Con- 
_ fuſions and Darkneſs and Differences! to that we are 
like to be devoured of one another. 

Next, the manifold Errors and Corruptions that are 
crept in in his Worſhip, and no effectual Means taken 
to reſtrain and puniſh Error and corrupt Doctrine. 
-2. The Society, Fellowſhip and Communion of his 
Churches and People broken down, our Walls broken 
down unto the Ground. 3. The Carnality of our Spi- 
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rits in employing and making uſe of Diſcipline, Church- 
judicatories and Cenſures. | 15 

Therefore, that he would heal our Breaches, build 
up our Walls, knit and unite our Minds and Affections 
in the Lord, and for him and his Truth; take away 
our Carnality and our Looſneſs, dwell among us, and 
ſet up his Tabernacle in theſe Lands; may rid us out 
of Snares and Miſtakes in the Matter of Eccleſiaſtick 
and Civil Government ; would [bear] us forth, and up- 
hold us in this Trial, until he grant the deſired Iſſue. 

This Evening I found much Deadneſs and Indiſpo- 
ſedneſs: Oh that the Lord impute it not, and that it 
be no Impediment in the Errand of the Day to his 
Church or my poor Soul! 

14th November. Reading Phil. iii. 9, 10, 11, 12. 
I defired to be caſt down under his Unſenſibleneſs, that 
he finds nor any ſuch rare, tranſcendent Excellency m 
the Knowledge of Chriſt, as to count all Things but 
Dung for him: He counts over much of other Thi 

7 is a ſhrewd Sign, that he counts not ſo highly 


whic 
of Him as he ought. Oh Lord, help and correct this 
Error in his Judgment, Affection and Practice, that he 
may find that Excellency in the Knowledge of His 
Name, that all Things elſe may ſtink in Compariſon! 
Want of Knowledge is the Cauſe. Oh for In- 
creaſe and Growth of this Knowledge ! ; 

V. 15. I deſired and beſbught the Lord to give me 
and his People the Underſtanding of that Word, F in 
any T hing ye be otheraviſe minded, God fhall reveal 
even this unto you. Give thy People the right Uſe 
of this Word; for it is 4 Ground of Differ ——, 

Here I deſired to note and write down this Prayer, and 
theſe Tears and Obſervations, that they may be as a 
Witneſs betwixt God and me. 

In the Evening my Heart ſmote me under Mr. —— 
— — Neceſlity ; and I reſolved, ſince he was 
ſerving me in ſome Meaſure, I ought (nay, and, albeit 
he were not, I ought) to look to his Need, as unto a 
Member and Servant of Jeſus Chriſt. 


15th 
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1 5th November. Upon Ppil. iv. 11, 12, 13. Thave 
learned in whatever Eſtate to be content. I know how 
zo be abaſed, &c. 

My uw Soul was caſt down under the Corruption 


which I found in my Heart contrary hereto ; much 
Diſquiet, ſtrong, violent Luſts, inordinate Defires and 
Affechons, particularly the covetous Deſire 
either by removing me from them, or them from me; 
that he would ſubdue and ſlay by his Grace, and grant 
that he be not given up to this Sin, to be conquer'd and 
overcome of it. He prayed and believed on this Scri- 
pr: to be well inſtructed in every Eſtate ; and, if it 
been lawful, he deſired to diſclaim, nay, and in- 
clin'd to promiſe againſ 
175th. I went to Kingedward, and obſerved the 
Lord's Providence in diſſolving my Bargain with Zohn, 
that thereby he might [be] rid of ſome Impediments, 
which give Occaſion of more free Exerciſe of Tender- 
neſs to the poor Tenants ; and he, in the Senſe of Good- 
neſs in 1t, worſhipped and prayed for Strength to im- 
prove it. 
2oth. Die Dom. It was the Exerciſe of the Day, 
to be humbled under the blaſphemous Raging of the 
r Man David, who by his hideous Blaſphemies 
eafen d and fill'd my Ears. Oh Lord, how much 
Wrath and Sadneſs is in this Matter! ſanctify this, and 
pardon for the Lord's Sake. | 
Further, in regard of the Times and Relations he 
ſtood in, that he might be guided in his Paths, and fill'd 
not with politick or carnal, but ſpiritual Wiſdom and 
Underſtanding ; to be well-pleaſing to him in all 
Things, and be ſtrengthned: He ſought for Grace to be 
fitted for ſuffering. 88 
He beſought the Lord for Direction in diſpoſing of 
his Son, to what Place he thought fitteſt, and might 
be for his Glory and their Good; and deſired to be 
humbled under Family ſins and Impenitency ; moſt not 
repenting, or but unſoundly repenting them of their 
evil Ways. Th 
c 
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The Miniſter, from Herod's Family, ſpoke ſeaſonably, 
in exhorting to Diligence and Care over his Family ; 


and he adored and worſhipped the Lord, whoſe Mei- 
ſage it was. | 
In the Evening I called for my Son, and exhorted 
and admoniſhed him to Self-trial; and to more Exact- 
nels, Sincerity and Watchfulnefs over his Heart and 
Thoughts than ever. | | | 
He read Fer. xl. The Pride and Commotion of 
Jſhmael, and his Murder of Gedaliah, and taking the 
Fewws captive to the Anmonites ; and defired to remark 
that Paſkige, for 1t ſeems a Warning, that the poor 
People of Hotland may be put to ſuffer harder Things 
from their own Countrymen, than they have done from 
Strangers. Lord, fit them and me for it. | 
Their Diſcontentedneſs to ſubmit to Babylon, and their 
Carriage ſeems to repreſent | | 
21ſt. H. Sereart was buried; on which Occaſion 
I beſought the Lord to ſanctify that Object and War- 
ning of Mortality to me, for my Preparation for Death. 
At Night I called for 1 Griſſel; and, 
after ſad and grave Admonition, Reproof and Warning, 
the entred on a new Engagement, as follows. [If ig 
written and ſubſcribed with her own Hand.] 
This Night my Father carried me before God for 
% my forgetting the Reſolutions and Promiſes which 
© made lately to God. 3 
I did confeſs and take with my Hainous Guiltineſs, 
and promiſed yet again to bewail it and mourn for it 
* before God ; in particular] I confeſs my 
Here ſhe makes a particular Enumeration of her Si a5 
„ 'This Night I purpoſed againſt theſe Things, an 
every one of them; and will beſeech the Lord's 
Strength and Grace for that Effect, and that for my 
former dealing with him he would not forſake me, 
but would forgive and heal for his own Name's Sake. 
« For this End I employ, and believe in, the Lord Je- 
« ſus Chriſt for all-ſufficient Grace, without whom I can 
do nothing: And, that this Night may be remembred, 
< | | t apd 
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« and my renewed Promiſes (L. I.) [I ſubſcribe] this, 
« that it may be a Witneſs for ever againſt me in this 
& World, and at the Day of 7 wo. omg in the World 
«© to come.“ RISSEL BRODIE. 


I cloſed this Exerciſe with Supplication ; wherein the 
Lord moſt ſenſibly and comfortably aſſiſted me: Which 
I took as a Token, that he would either hear me in the 
Particular, or elſe would accept of me, and of my De- 
ſire to honour him in my poor Children. 

24th. For this Cauſe he was bowed down and aba- 
ſed, and ſought to have the Spirit of Conſtancy, Forti- 
tude, Diſcerning, and of a Gund Mind poured forth ; 
that, in Time of the Church's Trial, he be not like a 
Beaſt, all dried up: This is more grievous than all 
that can befal him. 

Deliver him from carnal Counſel, and let him not 
be {aved by it, but by the Name of the Lord. | 

Alas, he defpaired of ſeeing the Breaches of Kor- 
land and Fnglz4 made up, and of ſeeing a ſettled E- 
ſtate of His Church in theſe Lands, go Matters as they 
will! 

Oh Lord, tho' it ſhould be thus, keep him from 
Deſpair, and every wrong Way: Lead him in thy 
Way, albeit he ſhould ſavifice his Lite in it. Oh this 
is a blind Prayer, albeit in ſome Meaſure from his 
Heart ! Tet. | 

27ih. Die Fab. It was the great Errand of this 
Day, to be humbled under his Unſtedfaſtneſs of Mind, 
Ignorance, Unſettledneſs, Wavering, Leaning to his 
own Underſtanding : Therefore beſought the Lord for 
more Underſtanding and Light for the right ordering 
of his Ways, in a dark, evil, ſlippry Time. Oh the 
Need he ſtands [in] of thy inlightning, quickning, 
con firming Grace! | 

F.ord, remember the Trial of thy poor Church in 
the'e Lands, that our Differences may bring forth ſome 
Advantage to Religion and thy Work, and may r 
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end in a petpetual Confuſion and Diſorder, and utter 
Darkneſs. Oh Lord, prevent! 

He deſired to be humbled under his Barrenneſs, and 
the Ineffectualneſs of the Word in private and publick. 
Oh Lord, let him find it the Word of Life, and let 
more Life be in it towards him, from and thro' the 
Lord Jeſus his Lord! 

Give a Door of Utterance, and much of thy Spirit 
and Bleſſing, to him that is ſent to us this Day, and to 


thy Ordinance among us, and in every Congregation in 


the Land. 

29th November 1653. My Son and Nephew went 
to the College, and were uncertain which Way or to 
what Place to go: I committed them to the Lord's 
Providence, and believed in his Name for Mercy and 
Direction to them. 8 

I did go myſelf towards Elgine about the Valuations ; 
and my Heart was afraid of miſcarrying, blind, partial, 
unjuſt Judging : Lord, help him to ſee through and 


to win to inward Strength againſt corrupt Affection or 


Paſſion, and ſecret Snares. 

Francis was directed to fell the Victual of King- 
edward; Lord, diſcover Covetouſneſs, or any Seed of 
Unrighteouſneſs in that Matter, and prevent him. 

His Heart was looſe, unſavoury and dull and earthly 


this Morning; and he deſired to be caſt down under 


that Exerciſe, which, thro' Heavineſs and flight ving 
about thy Worſhip, he had-brought on his own Sou 4 
and grieved thy Spirit. Lord, for Pardon, and the Vi- 
ſitation of thy People! 

He was caſt down under his Darkneſs and Indifferen- 
cy, and the Trials of the Time, and Differences of the 


Lord's People. Help in this Matter to get thy Mind, 


and his Heart brought to Conformity with thy Mind : 
Lead him, thou that guideſt the Blind by a Way that 

they know not. 3 
He obſerved the Lord's Providence anent T homas 
AMPhearſon, who was like to prove for little Uſe; and 
by that the Lord ſhewed his 'Thoughts were not mine. 
© Help 
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Help my Soul to adore and worſhip and fee and fol- 
low thee in this teaching Providence. 
zd December, My Soul was afflicted under 
the 


He was humbled in the Evening, and defired to ſet 
his Heart in the Day following to ſeek the Lord ear- 
neſtly, 
I ? For Strength againſt the Security and Deadneſs 
that was creeping on ; for he is in Danger to be over- 
whelm'd with it, if the Lord prevent not. 
2. That he may know the Time and Seaſon, ſo far 
as not to be ignorant of the Lord's Will to him and to 
his People and the Land: It is thy Witdom to keep up 
Periods, and determin'd Things to come, and Events, 
from him; but it is thy Will that he ſhould underſtand 
thy Works, ſo far as to learn thy Will and his Duty. 
Lord, teach. 

3. Lord, he ſeems to fare the worſe, ſince the Child 
went both in the Barrenneſs and Dryneſs 
of his Heart in reading the Word, and in Supplication 
alio: Help and quicken ; quicken theſe that join with 
him, and quicken his Spirit for thy Name ['s Sake.] 

4th. Die Dom. Reading 1 The. v. 1, 5, 6, 7, 8, 
9, 11. he found the Lord merciful in offering that 
Paſſage for his preſent ſecure, ſleeping Condition, that 
he may be awakned out of Sleep, and walk as a Child 
of the Day, and prepare for the Day of the Lord, be- 
cauſe he knows not the Time ; therefore to watch, and 
to conſider, that he fleep not, nor his Feet flip not; 
but walk as in the Day: For they that fleep, ſleep iu 
the Night ; and they that are drunk, are drunk in the 
NM: But I, being of the Day, ſhould be ſober. 
Lord, give of this Spirit of Sobriety. 2 
I obſerved, that the Lord (aſſoon as he intended to 
humble kimſelt, and to ſeek him with all his Heart 
againſt Deadneſs, and the Deſertion that he was under) 
did prevent him; and, in the Evening before the Day 
appomted for the Exerciſe, the Lord did in ſome Mea- 
tur; looſe his Bands: Therefore he deſired to 1 5 

'hank- 


25 3 

Thankfulneſs with his Supplications and the Duties of 
the Day, and to infiſt with [the] Lord againſt Heart- 
habitual Security, and for diſcerning the Times, and 
to be ſtirred up to Watchfulneſs and Sobriety, that his 
Feet ſlide not; and for Mercy to theſe that are weak, 
dull, ignorant, refractory among us in the Family, 
that they may be quickned and healed and turned ; and 
all thro' Jeſus Chriſt. 

Lord, point out, and ſtir up to, the particular Duties 
in which he is wanting towards this People, and lead 
him in thy Way, that thou mayſt do their Souls good: 
But let him not aſcribe any Thing to Means, or to 
himſelf; tor he fears that does hinder thy Bleſſing. 

Lord, ſanctify to us the ſad Affliction of the poor 
diſtracted Man among us, whoſe Diſtemper was Yeſter- 
day at a great Height of Blaſpheming and Execration. 

In the Evening he was deſirous to be much humbled 
under the wandring Thoughts and Unſtedfaſtneſs of the 
Day, and beſought the Lord to pardon, and not to 
turn away his Ear from my Prayer. 

Matth. wav. 

He reſolved ſolemnly againſt all Liberty; that he 
would not take the Liberty that he had done, in foſte- 
ring or countenancing carnal Mirth, or looking upon it 
with Delight. | 

For the Sins of Children are the Parent's Sin and 
Puniſhment ; therefore he cries to thee for Mercy in 
thy Son to himſelt- — 

10th December, I purpoſed in the Day following 
to ſet myſelf apart to ſeek the Lord for this, that he 
would cauſe the Goſpel to have a full and free Courſe, 
as in the Lands and Places where it is not received, ſo 
particularly in this poor Country ; and would remove 
the Impediments, whether Guiltineſs in us, or external, 
from theſe that ſhould further it. TE 

11th December. At the entring to Prayer, I found 
much Deſertion; and, when I aroſe and read the Pro- 
teſters Letter, I found the Subject thereof to be the 
{ame with the Work of my Spirit To-day; the gaining 


of 
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of Souls, and Progreſs of the Goſpel : And therefore 
was confirmed in the Neceſſity of this Duty, eſpecially 
in this Place, which is dry, while other Places are wet, 
They appoint a Faſt 3d Sabbath of January, and the 
Wedneſday thereafter for Thankſgiving, and for Suppli- 
cation and Humiliation under the Stop that the Goſpel 
meets with by the Want of purging. Their next 
Meeting is in 2d Zueſday of March next, for a Report 
of Overtures, 
13th, We met in Forres about 7anet's Marriage; 
znd, enquiring ſeverally what might be the Lord's Mind 
to us in that Matter, we all unanimouſly reſolved, al- 
beit there was Matter of Affliction and Exerciſe in it, 
in the Diſtance and Separation from us, yet it might 
prove to the Honour of God and her Good : And, 
tet, We knew not for what End the Lord ſent her 
thither, but believed in his Name and Providence, that 
it was for his own Glory; and therefore we reſigned 
our Will to God, and gave up our Intereſts, and what 
was dear to us in that Matter, as a Sacrifice, an 1/aac to 
God: And ſo committed the Proſecution of it to the 
Lord, and to what Means he thought fit. f 
He obſerved this Day a very croſs Providence in our 
Defign for Mr. William Meir; for after I had written 
my Letters, upon the Uncertainty of the Earl of Mur 
ray's going South, I was forced to change all again. 
He adored and beſought the Lord in this, that he would 
turn this to Good; and would, by whom it ſeems good 
to him, viſit this poor dry Place, and make the Savour 
of Chriſt more fragrant, ſtrong and precious among us, 
like Ointment, to draw many. | 
16th, He was much exerciſed with Deſertion and 
Deadneſs; partly ariſing from looſe and careleſs Walking, 
irreverent and inconfiderate drawing near toGod, Pride, 
grieving his Spirit; partly to bear down his Inſolente 
and Arrogance, that cannot bear much, and is apt to put 
Duties in Chriſt's Stead : Therefore the Lord finds it 
neceſſary thus to exerciſe and humble, that he may be 
no- 
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nothing, and baſe in himiclf, and the Lord Jeſus may 
be All. But oh, alas, how ill is he to learn this! 

In Prayer he had an Expreſſion, That his Delight 
in his Commands, and in Obeying, was as ſwert as an 
Promiſe or Reward ; and the beſt Part of Heaven would 
be Grace made perfect. Obedience to the Will of God 
perfeted ; and he rejoiced in this. 

Further, That wicked Men had never, nor found 
they, ſo much falſe Pleaſure in Sin, as we had Time, 
Pleaſure and Joy in his Service, and in enjoying him a 
Moment, 

Oh Lord, how far from the Practice and Reality of 
this, albeit praying for it, and profeſſing it to be thus! 
Oh, when will he fulfil his Profeſſion, and come up to 
that which he prays for and profeſſes! | 

This Evening, with Janet, he wondred at the Snares 
which a Chriſtian had to paſs, even when he had over- 
come Luſts and carnal Defires. Oh the Danger of ſpi- 
ritual Temptations, vain Imaginations, Will-worſhip, 
Errors in his Mind, ſpiritual Pride, not holding by the 
Word! Oh Lord, when my Soul ſhall once land on 
the other Side, and have a Foot on the Bank upon the 
ad Land, and be ſet ſafe there within the Port; how 

all I look back and praiſe! How fit ſhalt thou make 
him to praiſe, albeit now diſtempered ! 

We concluded, we are apt to fall in many Tempta- 
tions when we were under the Influence of ſpiritual In- 
largements, and never in more Danger than at that Time. 

We mult not put off Prayer or Duties, albeit not in- 
larged or aftiſted to them. | 

We muſt not walk by Senſe, but by Faith; Looſ- 
neſs hath many fair Pretexts, but ends in utter Deſer- 
tion. We muſt guard againſt ſpiritual Evils, Pride, 
Contempt of others, Looſneſs and Liberty, or * ger 
with ourſelves in Duties: And, on the other Hand, mull 
not reſt in bodily Exerciſes, which profit little, but ſtudy 
to Godlineſs. Lord, guard, ſtir up, and be thou 
Surety for him! 

Upon 1 Tim. iv. 2, 8. he deſired to be kept and 


guarded 
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arded againſt ſpeaking Lies in Hypocriſy, and a ſeared 
Conſcience Further, to ſee his Aptneſs to truſt ſome.. 
thing to bodily Exerciſe, as if Godlineſs did conſiſt 
therein; neglecting true Piety towards God, which con- 
fiſts in the — of Faith in Chriſt, for daily Growth 
in Sanctification and Mortification thro? the Spirit; Pa- 
tience, Self- denial, approving himſelf to God, walking 
in his Love and in Obedience; weaned more from the 
World and ſenſual Things, and from Covetouſneſs, and 
Love of Vanity and Creatures. Oh Lord, prevent, and 
heal, and build up, for thy Name's Sake. 

December 19th 1653. This Night Mr. William 
Roſs, after ſerious Conſideration of the Neceſſity and 
Uſefulneſs of the Duty, did freely defire to renounce 
himſelf, and to give up himſelf, Soul, Mind, Body, 
Spirit, Parts, Abilities, Learning, and all he had or 
ſhould attain unto, to the Lord ; and conſecrated, vowed 
and bound himſelf to the Lord for all his Lifetime; and, 
in the Faith of the Lord's Strength and Grace, did roll 
over his Soul's Caſe on God, and beſought the Lord only 
to accept, and to put to his Seal, and to become his 
God, his all-ſufficient God ; and did take the Lord 
Witneſs hereof before me, and ſubſcribed this with his 
Heart and Hand. | M. W. Ross. 


December 20th. I read 1 Tim. vi. 1, 2. and deſired 
to adore the Lord in his Wiſdom, that had made Re- 
ligion and Chriſtianity in Servants no Exemption from 
their Duty, Subjection, Obedience and Reverence to 
Superiors, both Rulers and Maſters. Oh Lord, how 
contrary 1s this to our Wiſdom, that are apt to think 
that Religion looſes from theſe, and gives more Liberty ? 
In the Kventng he read v. 6, to 11. and there found 
the very Idol of his Heart deſcribed. He worſhips the 
Lord in his Spirit for this Night's Warning againſt Co- 
vetouſneſs and Love of Riches, which is the Root of 
all Evil, and has drowned many in Perdition. Lord, 
I defire to believe in thy Name for Grace againſt the 
Sin, and againſt the Temptations, and Snares, and 
Dangers 


. 
Dangers which this Sin leads and draws unto, and has 
cauſed many to err from the Faith, and pierced them- 
ſelves through with many Sorrows. 
If I be the Man of God, and the Lord's Servant; 
Oh how unmeet is it that I ſhould ſerve or be ſubject 
to baſe Luſts? Lord, I am thine; ſave me! 


23d. I was at Innes; and in deliberating upon their 


Affairs, beſide any external Cauſe, I did perſwade them 
to look to God from whom the Diſtreſs did come: It 
was not out of the Duſt ; therefore other Means would 
be 1n vain, till this were begun at. : | 
Therefore, to labour to humble themſelves under his 
Hand; and to beſeech him to turn away his Diſpleaſure, 
to ſanctify the Rod, diſcover the Cauſes why he thus 
exerciſes; and that he may remove it, if it ſeem good 
to him, in his own Time : Or otherwiſe to teach and 
inſtruct them by it, that they may profit to his Glory 
and their Good. . 
25th, Die Dom. He deſired to intreat the Lord 
for Mercy to his Soul, that he might not ſhift his Duty, 
or be aſhamed of the Lord in any Day of Trial; but 
he may be furniſhed with Might and Power from the 
Holy Ghoſt in the inner Man, to the Contempt of Dan- 
ger and Loſs, and to the unfeigned Love of the Lord 
and his Truth, and to be ode in It. . 
Next, for Mercy to his Family, that it might have 
the Bleſſing of Oncſiphorus his Family: That his Chil- 
dren may be entailed to the Lord, and that they may 
worſhip and ſerve the God of their Fathers with a pure 
Conſcience. Lord, thou waſt his Father's and Forefa- 
thers God, and thou art and haſt been his God: Oh 
that thy Mercy, and Kindneſs, and Covenant, may be 
extended to the OffSpring, to his Children, and the Ge- 
neration riſing up; and tree Grace in CHriſt make up 
the Want of Love and Service to his poor Children! 
Further, in the Matter of his going South with E. M. 
and his Affairs do ſeem to call him: He deſires a Heart 
facrificed and addicted to the Will and Mind of God in 
this, to be led upon his Duty, if any Duty ly on him to 
q | R that 


1 
that Man whoſe Curator bes By thee, by thee only, 
he deſires to go and come. N 
December 25th. This Day at Even I did begin to 
read over this Book, and the Exerciſes which his Spirit 


had been under in former Times, and 

26th. Alas! this Evening the poor Child Sandie 
did fall down Stairs, to the utter Hazard of his Lite. 
Oh Lord, how ſoon are our greateſt Comforts darkned 
and eclipſed ! How moderate ſhould our Expectations 
and Joys be of Creature-hopes ! 

Oh the rich and mercitul Providence of God, that 
he was [not] taken up dead quite; that he lives! And, 
if he recover, ſhall it not be as given from the Dead 
again ? 

My Soul beſought the Lord for him, that he might 
be reſtored, and be yet for farther Service and Uſe, and 
for the Parents Comfort and ours in the Lord. Say, 
Lord, that thou heareſt in bringing up this Child. Oh 
Lord, diſcover my Sin, and my Mother's, or the Fami- 
ly's, or the Parents; and teach us by this Providence! 
Lord, let it be a Sign and Parr of much more Mercy 
to that poor Child, of the Good thou wilt do to him 
another Day! And he deſires to take it ſo. 1 0 
28th. Captain Dundas came to me from Colonel 
Blunt, anent my Arms. I writ ſparingly, but in the 
Shire's Letters, and in that r it was no Duty, 
but might prove a Snare and Sin to theſe that are in 
Arms, being the oft branded Enemies of God and his 
People; and therefore ſaid, he durſt not help them, or 
ſtrengthen their Hands. uy . 

Dundas told me, that, on the Act anent Miniſters, 
the Parliament was broke up again, and had refigned 
their Power in the General's Hands. Oh the Wiſdom 
of God! Oh the Depths of his Providences! Oh ſo 


allow as his Underſtanding is, to conceive of theſe His 


ſtrange Works ! 
P/al. xvii. 4. Concerning the Works of Men, by 
the Words of thy Mouth thou haſt kept me from the 


Paths of the Deſtroyers. This unſearchable * 
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of God 1s beyond all my Underſtanding : Oh Lord, 
teach, guide his Spirit in the underſtanding of theſe 
Things, and confirm againſt Staggering ! 

This Evening, being defired to go to Petty to the 
Earl of 1M[zr7ay], I commended my Way to God. 

December 27th, The greateſt Tide and Overflowing 
was of the Sea that has been ſeen theſe Forty Years. 
19th Day of the Month, it went over the Works in Ta- 
verneſs, and the High-way there, almoſt to the Top of 
the Bridge; and in Find4horn took away ſome Houſes, 
as they ſaid. 29th and zoth, I was taken away with 
Company ſo much, that private Exerciſe and Fellowſhip 
with God was interrupted. This, this was Matter of 
Humiliation ; and I defire.to refolve in his Strength a- 
gainſt it, and not to give Place ſo much to Company. 

zift. HHynie moved to put Mr. Fohn Urquhart to 
the Earl of Murray's ; but, in regard of the Expedience 
to put him to the College, I thought it was moſt con- 
vement he ſhould go there: But deſired Direction of 
the Lord. 

I was this Day humbled under the Lord's Providence, 
in ſuffering Mr. Colin Campbell as well as the reſt to fall 
in Aberdeen, and not to go to Sr. Andrews, which I 
did ſo earneſtly defire. Oh Lord, turn this to their 
Good, and let it not be a Snare to them, which I fear! 

31ſt. I defired to begin the next Year, as with an 
unfeigned Acknowledgment of his Ignorance, and Im- 
purity, and Unſoundneſs of Mind, ſo with Supplication 
to God againſt theſe evil Luſts; and deſire Strength in 
Faith to lay forth, offer and hold up his Heart and 
Mind to the Lord, to receive of his Oil and Anointing, 
that in the Lear to come, and through the Courſe of his 
Life, his Judgment and Affections may be guided in 
the unfeigned Love of God and his Truth: As a new- 
born Babe, he deſires on the firſt Day of the new Year to 
be accepted in Chriſt Jeſus, who gave himſelf for me. 
And now I defire to return my Soul and Mind in an Ot- 
tering to God, as a New-year's Gift. Oh Lord, the 
bearing and accepting of his Defire and Aim were a new 
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A. 
(itt indeed! Let thy Grace be renewed with the Year, 
tor all the Exigencies of theſe perilous difficult Times, 
that he may not ſwerve or wander, or walk looſly, either 
by Rules of carnal Wiſdom or vain Imaginations, but 
walk in the Name of the Lord his God for ever! Oh 
Lord, I am almoſt off my Feet; the ſtrange Revolu- 
tions do fo aſtoniſn, and amaze, and damiſh [damp] 
his Mind: But thou haſt fad, JV hoſo is wife, ſhall un- 
derſtand theſe Things; prudent, and he ſhall know them: 
For the WWays of the Lord are right, and the Fuſt ſhall 
Tal in them; but the Tranſgreſſors ſhall fall therein. 

Fanuary iſt 1654. This Day his Soul defired to 
follow out what he intended Yefternight, in offering up 
his Mind, and Will and Spirit, to be taught and [ct 
by the Lord; and to renounce all other carnal Rules, 
or wrong Guides. 

Oh the Confuſion that his Soul was in on reading 
1 Tin. iii. The Fountain of all the Evil which he 
feared was from unpurged-out Love of himſelf, and Co- 
vetouſneſs; and therefore beſought the Lord againſt 
incle, that they might not blind his Mind, and corrupt 
and win in [gain Ground] on his Affections. 

Notwithſtanding his Fear, Suſpicion and Jealouſy 
this Day; yet, Oh Lord, reject not, but make good and 
confirm the Requeſt, and accept of the Free-will Offe- 
ring of his Heart this Day, that for this Year, and all 
his Lifetime, he may continue and remain thine, under 
tny Law and thy effectual Teaching, built on thy ſure 
Word, that he ſtray not! 

In the Evening he read Mar. xiv. 22. upon the pre- 
poſterous carnal Affection of that People that would 
have made Chriſt a King; and from this drew forth the 
Evil that honeſt good Affections may lead poor Souls 
into, when they are not well directed and guided by 
tne Word, Never Perſon ſo fit to be a King, and ſo 
well gifted for it, and ſuch a Friend to the Kirk and 
to Religion; yet he refuſed it, and ſhewed that his 

k 1ngdorm was ſpiritual. Much of this Evil is in our 


Head, 
He 
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He looked to God for the Acceptance of this Day's 
Offering, and granting of this Day's Prayer. 

He heard of the Highlanders Forces approaching, 
and that they had a Purpoſe to ſeize his Perſon. Hz 
defired only to flee in to God, to be found walking 'in 
his Way, and he ſhould not be moved at any ſuch 
Tidings : He feared no Tidings, except the Miſgiving, 
and Deceit, and Declining, carnal Inclinations and De- 
figns, Overtures and Reaſonings of his Heart. Secure 
page Sa Oh Lord, and do with him what ſeems good 
to thee! 

He deſired this Evening to diſclaim any Safety he 
might get by carnal Compliance, Protection from them, 
or ſuch like: But that all his Safety may be from, in, 
and to the Lord; that his Heart may be guided and 
kept in the T ove of God, and due Hatred of every Ap- 
pearance of Evil. 

5th. This Day, apprehending the coming down of 
thele Men from Duthel, as was reported, he deſired of 
the Lord to be inſtructed, and furniſhed with Reſolu- 
tion, how far to proceed with theſe Men, and where to 
ſtand ; for he was jealous of the Facilneſs, Unſoundneſs 
and Self. love of the Heart, which, for avoiding Trouble, 
might flatter and ſtretch itſelf beyond Meaſure, to pleaſe 
and comply with theſe Men. 

Help him to take their Cauſe and their Perſons up 
aright ; for kn? appear not to him. | 

After Humiliation before God, this was the only 
Reſolution, That he ſhould not walk in any , de- 


ceirfal, carnal, double Way; but in a plain, ſincere, 


ſingle Way: And, if he were deſtroyed, let him be 

deſtroyed. | 
Lord, he ſubſcribes to this with his whole Heart : 

Seal thou it to his Soul! 


2. Next, Lord, this is not enough; for Ignorance 


and Simplicity may miſguide him, even when he 1s 
ſingle. Lord, he depends on thee for Light and Strength, 


to be guided in thy Truth, that in thy Time thou wilt 


give a Proof of thy Love; and that he may know 2 
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his Obedience, that his Soul loves, and cleaves to, and 
believes in thee. 

This Night he received Mariſtoun's Letters of the 
16th December in Anſwer to mine, and remembred my 
Dream. 

I defired to be humbled under the Admonitions and 
Warnings therein againſt looſing from former Principles, 
and cloſing with one or other. 

He heard that Cromzoelf was declared Protector of 
theſe Three Nations with great Solemnity ; and that for 
his Lifetime. | 

He adored the Lord, and wondred, and defired to 
ſtoop down and conſider the Depth of the Lord's Wiſ⸗ 
dom, and his ſtrange Works, which are paſt finding 
out; and beſought the Lord to teach him that which 
he knows not. 
Every Thurnſday to remember V. and theſe with 
im. - 
6th. Hearing of the Approach of Glncairn and his 
Forces, his Heart grew like a Stone, ſtupid, and with- 
out any Motion, or Life of God. 

He was confuſed in his Reſolution, not knowing 
if it were ſafeſt and freeſt from Temptations, to ſtay at 
home, or to withdraw to the South or North. | 
Being plung'd in this Darkneſs, and not knowing 
what to follow, he defired to mourn and be caſt down 
before the Lord, as a little Child; and to hold up his 
Will and Mind unto him, to learn the preſent Duty. 
Lord, ſtir up; and diſpel the Confuſions and Dark- 
neſs on his Mind, and make his Path plain before him. 
Help him to exerciſe Faith in thy Name, for the preſent 
Strait: Sanctify the Word of thy Providence to his Soul 
this Evening, 1 7% ii. 15, 16, 17. that the Love 
of the World may not ſecretly and inſenſibly ſway his 
Mind, and blind, and miſlead; but he may purely ſee 
thee, that art the Light: For where the Love of the 
World is, there is not the Love of God. 

As David ſaid of Keilah, Will they give him up di. 
not? So, Lord, he deſires to enquire anent ap Aves, 

ores 
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here; or, ſhall he remove or not? Give forth and ſig- 
nity thy Will ; for he believes in thy Name for this 
Particular. | 

5th. He writ his Anſwer to Sd vox and told 
him, he feared a ſorer Evil than the taking away 
of Goods or Life ; and defired his Remembrance, 
L. Strathnaver came. 

He read 1 ohn ii. 24, 27. and prays that that Word 
which he heard from the Beginning might abide in him. 
oth, Glencairn and the reſt came to Murray : Colo- 
nel Fitch marched by, 11th, to Forres. 12th Day 
was intended as a ſolemn Humiliation in the Family, 

1. Now, when a Trial and Trouble is come, that 
we may learn how to carry under it. 


2. That we be not forſaken, or his Grace withdrawn | 


from us; but may be furniſh'd with Light and Strength, 

and ſuch Meaſure of his Preſence as may be for our 

out- bearing. 

3. To be kept from carnal or politick Counſels, 
Pal. xv. In whoſe Eyes a vile Perſon is deſpiſed. 

| 4. That he would allow ſuch a Meaſure of Protecti- 

on as he ſees fit. 


5. To remember and hold up our Brethren at Edin- 


burgh, and at Leathin, and through the Land, as we 
do ourſelves. | 

6. That others may not fare the worſe for this 
Cauſe. 


Anger. | 
8. That he would order this Trial to good, and the 
Iſſue of it; that we may ſee more of his Wonders, and 
marvellous Works and Loving - kindneſs, and teſtify theſe 
to others. | | 
9. To ſeek Mercy to the Land, and Mercy to his 
People ; that he forgive and take away their Sins, and 
turn to them in his Mercy, and end our Confuſions; 
and would ſhew us Mercy in our Rulers, to raiſe up 
and ſet ſuch over us as may rule in the Fear of on ; 
| | at 


7. If he correct, it may be in Mercy, and not in 


136 
that till this Time our Hearts may be guided and kept 
free from Snares. 
Oh that the Mercy of Reconciliation were ſhewn to 
the Land and to the Roy ; that there were ſome Sign 
'd to 


of the Lord's Heart turn'd toward him, and of his Heart 
to the Lord; and fo likewiſe of the reſt of the Land 
10. That he would remember his Church, and guide 
her in this Storm, and, in due Time, calm the Tem- 
peſt ; and ſettle the Beauty of his Ordinances among us. 
This Afternoon, I received Glencairn's Letter, and 
the Quarter-maſter's. He was afraid, and trembled, 
and was caſt down, and ſpread it before the Lord, and 
defired to be directed what Anſwer he ſhould give, and 
get what to write from the Lord; and again, on the 
13th Day, received another Letter from him, to which 
he anſwer'd. > 
- Now, Oh Lord, his chief and only Suit at the Be- 
ginning was, an honeſt, faithful Heart in this Bufineſs ; 
and to be freed from all crooked, ſubtil, crafty, poli- 
tick and carnal Ways and Overtures, which corrupt Rea- 
ſon might preſent and offer to him, for avoiding the 
ſuffering Trial ; that he may be found clear in the 
Lord's Sight thro' Jeſus Chriſt, albeit plunder'd or 
waſted. 
His Heart ſmote him for walking doubly betwixt 
theſe Men ; that while he put 
Oh Lord, I fought thee ere this People came into 
the Country ; and my Prayer to thee, and thy Anſwer 
ſeemed to be on the 5th of Zanuary ; That he ſhould 
labour to be innocent and free from Sin, rather than to 
be ſafe ; and that he might be kept in a plain, upright 
Path, and be delivered from every wicked, — 
crafty, wiſe Way, which might inſnare my Soul, and 
grieve thy Spirit. Now; this, this is his Prayer again, 
and ſhall be To-morrow, being the 15th Day of 7. 
mary, in a Faſt with theſe of the Proteſtation, for 
Light and Direction to them, for the Furtherance of 
the Goſpel, and ſetting it up through the dark Places 


of 
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of the Land; for Mercy to them that are under thy 
Rod, ſuch as thy Servant Wariſtoum in particular. 
11th December. I got the Cauſes of their Faſt; 
Oh Lord, for ſome ſettled Reſolutions of Heart, and 
ſome Fixedneſs whereat to ſtay, and to be reſolved in 
theſe two Queſtions, which I propound to the Lord 
in this Day ! | NET 
Let him have his Anſwer from Scripture; and ſealed 
by Scripture; if it ſeem good to thee z and confirm, 
confirm, for he 1s ſtaggering, N 
This Time and Trial will utterly make an End of 
him, if thou ſtandeſt by and ſteppeſt not in. Oh Lord, 
wouldſt thou loſe all thy former Mercies, and what 
thou hadſt done for his Soul? Oh no; T hou wilt not 
leave my Soul in Grave, nor ſuffer thy holy One to ſee 
Corruption. Chriſt alone is all my Holineſs. | 
He beſought the Lord to give him the Anſwer of his 
Doubts, to reſolve him from his Word. | 
He found from Zeph. i. 17. that Blindneſs is a 
24 and Puniſhment inflicted for Sin; therefore 
e beſought the Lord for Pardon, and to remove that 
Part of the Judgment, albeit he ſhould not ſee Light 
of Deliverance, yet to ſee the Light of Duty, what to 
avoid and what to embrace, that his Teſtimony may be 
with thee. | ; ; 
From 1 John v. 2, 3, 4. he took up a Part of his 
Anſwer; that he ſhould expreſs his Love to God by 
keeping his Commandments ; And his Commandments 
are not grievous. Indeed I ſhall not think them 
ievous; but it is grievous to ſtray from them. If he 
£ born of God (lays the Apoſtle) he has overcome the 
World : And this is the Victory, even your Faith. 
Oh Lord, I will accept this Word and the making 
good of it for my Anſwer, for the Solution of my 
Doubts ; that I may love thee, and keep thy Commands; 
that they are ſweet to him, albeit thro' never ſo much 
Difficulty ; that he may overcome the World thro" 
Faith; and preſent Loſs, Danger, or Love of himſelf, 
3 8 may 
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may not overcome; but the Love of God, and Faith 
in thy Name thro? Jeſus Chriſt, may overcome all. 

18th January. I conſidered and obſerved the Lord's 
Providences ſince their coming to this Country. 1. The 
Lord raiſed the Water, and hindred their coming on 
Leathin his Bounds; which was their great Deſign. 
2. When I was halt-fainting, and enquiring at the Lord 
anent complying by giving Money; the Eg, without 
any Expectation, or the leaſt Motion or Procurement 
from me, came to Darnaway ; and even then, when 1 
could not tell what to adviſe the poor Tenants to do. 
3. I obſerved the Evil of my Haftinels. 4. The Lord's 
ridding theſe of Nairu- Shire out of Perplexity. 5. In 
all this, that he has the Lord to thank, and to adore, 
and not Men: This ſhall not ſerve to perſwade him to 
join Iſſue with the Fugliſß; for the Lord doth ſecretly 
keep off, and interdict my Spirit from leaning to, or 
cloſing with, them. But, Oh Lord, here does my 
Temptation ly: Oh thou that doſt all Things for 
me, guard my Heart againſt this Snare; for I believe in 
thy Name for more Light and more Strength: The 
more thou appeareſt and giveſt, he will believe in thec 
the more, and expect more and more. 

19th. This Day Glencairn and his Forces croſſed 
Findhorn : And, as he obſerved the Lord's Goodneſs and 
Providence in putting that People back, without doing 
me extraordinary Hurt, even when they determin'd it; 
ſo he ador'd the holy, wite Providence of God, in per- 
mitting his Brethren of Leathin to be engaged with 
them : And how does he mingle the Comfort of his 
Eſcape with that fad humbling Accident ? 

He deſired to enquire To-morrow into, 1. The 
Cauſes, 2. The Occaſions, 3. The Fruit and Uſe 
and Ends of ſuch a Trial, and the Lord's Purpoſe in it. 

1. That he might teach us Sobriety under Mer- 
cies, he therefore thus mingles Sowrneſs and Bitterneſs 
with our Sweet ; for he was apt to grow vain and 
inſolent. 

2. To try what was in our Hearts, both 75% * 
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and ours: And, Oh fo much Droſs as this has diſ- 
cover'd ! 

3. To correct all Se}f-conceit, and Truſt in our own 
Wiſdom ; and that I may take with Confufion, as a 
Beaſt before him. 

4. Perchance to be a new Exerciſe of Trouble to 
our Spirits, for exerciſing our Truſt in him, and giving 
us Proof of his Goodneſs and Truth again, when new 
Enemies are raiſed up to devour us. 

5. What know I, but it is to put more Diſtance be- 
twixt us and the People of thy Deſtruction; 

6. Or to ſhow that Policy ſhall not avail ? 

Oh Lord, there is meikle more to learn, which in 
Time thou wilt teach, and make unlooked-for Mercy 
ſpring out of our bitter Affliction. 3 

My Soul deſires to obſerve all thy Steps in it. * 

If there be no Sin or Blot in this Trial, nor Diſho- 
nour to the Name of God in it, nor Scandal to his 
People; then ſhall our Souls bleſs thee, come of us 
what will. 

It there be meikle Fead [Hatred] from Highlanders, 
or wicked, godleſs Men, we will take thy Name for a- 
ſufficient Stay and Refuge againſt all that Trial; If thou 
be on their Side, who can be againſt them? Let them 
be] friendleſs, and have all Men againſt them, ſo 
thou be for them. | | 

Thou art more than a Hundred thouſand Clans or 
great Men or Enemies; and we will make this Cove- 
nant with thee, If thou wilt be our God, we ſhall be j 
thy People, and we ſhall [not] give thy Praiſe and our | 
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Truſt to any other. a 

z0th. Glencatyn burnt the Corns and Houſes of 
Jeathin. Oh Lord, ſanctify and help us to underſtand, 
and be humbled under this Hand of thme. 

Upon the News, I {aid to Leathin, having riſen from 
Prayer, My Heart is calm, and I do rejoice in God and 
bleis his Name. 

Albeit there may be in us Matter of . 
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for meikle Guilt, yet his Rod ſeems not to be pure 
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Wrath, but Mercy in it. 

1. It is unprocured at their Hands. 
- 2, The Quarrel is the Lord's, not ours. (I.) It is 
for ſimple Self-defence. (2.) For not giving up them- 
ſelves to their Will. (3.) For not conſenting to concur 
with wicked Men in an ill Cauſe, and for lifting up a 
wicked People. 

3. It is to us the F of theſe that deſtroyed the 
People of God before, it will be their Caſe in Time 
as well as ours: And what better are we than they? 

4. To us it it a Token, not of Wrath, but of Sal- 
vation to us of God, and to our Ad verſaries of Perdi- 
tion, Pil. 1. 28. For mo us it is given, not only to 
beligve in his Name, but alſo to 22 for his Sake, 
2 Theſſ. i. 5, 6, 
F. One Sin, or Blot on Religion were a greater Bur- 
den than all this; and, Oh Lord, thou knoweſt it was 
our own Prayer and Choice, that nothing worſe than 
3 ſhould 3 us. ids c 

22d, I obſerv'd the ignorant, haſty, wrong apply- 
ing and conſtruing his Providences of the 18th "A 
, in thinking that the Danger was paſt, and ſee their 
not attaining their End at firſt; the Stop which they 
met with by the Water of Findhorn is now repaid: So 
may alſo his Concluſions anent himſelf, 

24th, With reading Tit. iii. 1, 2. Put themin Mind 

70 be ſubjefF to Principalities and Powers, to ohey Ma- 
giſtrates, &c. ſhewing all Meekneſs to all Men. 
He was ſmitten with this Word, and caſten down 
under the defacing of that Ordmance, and prayed for 
the Reſtitution of 1t to its proper Reverence and Autho- 
rity and Vigour. * 

This Word ſwayed him much to the ots Power in 
Arms, being in a great Averſneſs from the Uſurpation, 
jar mh and unlawful Power and Conſtitution of the 

gli. | 

h Lord, the very Inclination of his Heart afflicts 
and humbles him ; albeit, ſeeing Confuſion, and Ne 
| | Ne- 


, — 1 
Neceſſity of a ſettled Government, and the bad Con- 
ſequences that have enſued the Defe& thereof, yet mour- 


under the corrupt, depraved Eſtate of the Land, 
the woful Conſequences of the ſetting up ſuch Ru- 
lers as were [not] native to us, 

This Morning he ſet himſelf to ſeek the Lord in this 
Matter, for an Outgate, and to diſcern. what Tempta- 
tion was in this Inclination, or how much of it was 
from Fear or Averſneſs from the preſent Suffering, 
2. To deſire to be fortified againſt the Snares upon that 
Hand, as well as on the other, thro? the Grace of God, 
which has appeared in Jeſus Chriſt, 3. He queſtions 
whether he ſhould keep out his Houſe or reſiſt. 4. He 
ſpread their Wickednels, Hatred and Enmity, which 
they bear towards the Lord, his People and Cauſe and 
Covenant, before the Lord, and their Expreſſions againſt 
himſelf. 5. Their juſtifying the former wicked Practi- 
ces of all the bloody Men that oppoſed the Work of Re- 
formation, and condemned all that was done: Oh 
Lord, help, He read Tal. xu. 

Colonel Morgan came to Darnaway and returned. 

This Day I went to Leathin, and determin'd to give 
a Stack of Oats and Straw to his poor People, becauſe 
of his Freedom and their Safety; both in Duty of Love 
and Obedience, and in Sign of Thankfulneſs; for his 
Safety was from thee. Lord, humble and teach; 
humble and teach, and lead him in a ſtraight, even Path, 
for thy Name's Sake. 

We appointed a Day of Search, and a Day of Hu- 
miliation and Atonement, and of Supplication, on the 
zoth and 3 1ſt of January, 

'To be humbled under the Lord's Anger, which hath 
for many Years broken and burned againſt the poor 
Land. | 
Io be humbled under his Judgments, and under 

publick Sins, that are the Fountain and Cauſes of the 

Judgments. ; 
To be humbled under the Lord's Hand upon the Fa- 
milies that we belong to, and under his Diſpleaſure, Er 
under 
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G 
under the Acknowledgment of our perſonal and parti- 


cular Provocations. 


27th. The Earl of Murray did of new require me 


to go South. I did ſpread this before the Lord, and 


ſought Counſel and Direction in it, Fer. xlii. He be- 
ſought the Lord to purge out the Unſoundneſs of his 
Heart, that he came not preingaged before Him. 

His own Reaſon reſolved him, that if he could get 
a Paſs and a Safeguard to his Family from Glencairn, 


that he ſhould remove. Oh Lord, he ſpreads this 


Counſel before thee : The Day has been in other Caſes, 
nay, and few Days hence, that he would have ſcorned 
at this Overture. n 

He obſerved that the Englif Party at Darnaway had 
one of their Horſe ſhot to Meath that ſame Night they 
came: At the Outfall they were ſore beaten, and fled ; 


ſome hurt, cutted, taken and ſlain. Oh Lord, help 
me to underſtand this Providence! | 


Oh Lord, hold me m Remembrance, and in the Pra- 
ctice of that Duty of Sincerity and Integrity, which was 
thy Anſwer to his Supplication, and was his Prayer and 
Purpoſe at the Beginning of this Trial! Oh the Danger 
of truſting to the Counſels of his own Head, or his own 
Heart! Deliver him from them! 

He heard of the taking in of the Garriſon of $Storna- 
auny in Leis; and remembred that the Governor, Ma- 
jor Bird, died ere he came there. Lord, he waits for 
thee in the Way of thy Judgments. * 55 

Yet afterward the Report of the taking of Sornaway 
was but falle. | OR Oo? 

January 31ſt 1554 was the ſolemn Humiliation at 
Leathin, for the Cauſes and Reaſons contained in the 
Paper which 1s in my Latron. 

After Leathin and Francis did, with ſome Meaſure of 
Tendernefs, confeſs and bewail their particular Guilt of 
Covetouſneſs, Paſſion, Pride, unrighteous Dealing, and 
Worldly-mindedneſs, and youthful Luſts of Unclean- 
neſs, and Promiſe-breaking to God of many Dutics 


which they had bound themſelves unto; we were all 
| affected 


1 C 
affected with the Work of God on their Spirits, and 
beſought the Lord on their Behalf, that he would not 
let their Wound cloſe till it were thorowly healed ; but 
would bring on his Work on unto Perfection, till he had 

uite finiſned it. 51 

After ſome Meaſure of Aſſiſtance and Countenance on 
the Day, Mr. Zoſeph preached on Fob xx11. 20, 21, £5c. 
Mr. John on Foel ii. We cloſed the Exerciſe with a 
ſolemn Engagement of ourſelves to God, and did come 
under a new, firm, inviolable Covenant with God, that 
we ſhould be his, and he ſhould be ours. be] 

We gave up and ſurrendered our Soul, Body, Eſtates, 
Lands, Rents, Houſes, Families, Waves, Children, Ser- 
vants, Wit, Parts, Endowments, Friends, Wealth, and 
all that we had, or ever ſhould have or attain unto in 
this World, to be the Lord's for ever; that he might 
call for, make uſe and diſpoſe of it, and mark it as his 
own. We beſought the Lord to accept the Free-will 
Offering of our Lips and of our Hearts, and not to per- 
mit us to depart from him. ron 

Mr. John acknowledged his predominant Sins of 
Worldlineſs and Earthly-mindedneſs, Paſſion, Pride, 
Unfaithfulneſs in his Calling; and entred his Soul bound 
to endeavour to mortify theſe Sins, and every Sin, and 
to labour for more Fidelity, Watchfulneſs and Careful- 
neſs in his Miniſterial Calling, than ever: But, re- 
nouncing himſelf, deſired to believe in the Grace of 
God thro' Chriſt for this Effect. 

Mr. Zojeph acknowledged and bewailed the ſame Sins, 
Unconſcionableneſs in his Calling, and doing Duty for 
{ome outward Reſpect of Credit or Honeſty, and not 
from pure Love to God in Chriſt ; his exceſſive Defires 
after the World, and retaining and holding in, when 
he ought to be enlarged and let forth; unruly Paſſion 
and Humour; Unthankfulneſs for great Mercies and 
Deliverances. 

And now deſired to give up himſelf to the Lord, 
and thro him to endeavour to more Holineſs, Mortifi- 

cation, 


144 ) 
cation, g after the Spirit, Tendemel inhis Walk- 
Conſcionableneſs in his Calli * 
4 renewed his A 


] we his Wealth, Penile, Children, Wife a 
b. en 14. en tho Lnk that he may be glorified in 
them, and his Life a pr be w him, and to the 
World, but to, in and for the Lord. 
This, beſide Bands and Vows wherein he 
ons Ton - profeſſed hi illingneſs conſe 
0 athin s W to conſecrate 
1 Es Goa, and that, as long as he had a 
Hog or Family, it ſhould be 'the Lord's; He alone 
Mould be 1 in it, he ſhould have no God 
but him: And this Day gave his Heart to the Lord. 
* Francis renewed his Confeſſion with Tears; con- 
Family, ad 1 to be juſt in caſting him out of his 


g it Jefblade's For he had not ho- 
him in * Family, but polluted it, and pol- 
lad his Body with unclean Luſts of Whoredom, Co- 
rs Pride 3 and therefore the Lord was juſt in 
gs > his Houſe and Subſtance. 
He too 


the Lord and us his People Wirneſſſes] of of 


his ſincere and unfeigned Acknowled ts, and of his 
af yr ap — x He g 2 

his Body now to be a Temple to the Lord; he deſire 
8 — his Subſtance and Children to the Lord, to 
He did fer che Land over all and bound himmſelf, 
Soul, Body, Mind, Will, Affectionſs) Heart, Strength, 
and all his Power Js] to be the Lord's: Only defired 
to lay the Weight of this Day's Vow and Covenant, and 
the Performance of it, upon the Lord Jeſus, and his all- 

ſufficient Grace. 


Young Francis defired to conſent, and to ſubſcribe | 


his Name to the Lord for ever; and ſought their 2 
that were preſent, that he might never fall back. 
of them, Pater a and Son, — not only for them- 
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ſelves, 
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| am 1 
ſelves, bit for their Families and Servants, that they 
ſhould be Examples, ſo far as Weakneſs would permit, 

of Holineſs before them, ard ſhould labour that they 

might know and ſerve the Lord. f 
Foſeph ſaid, He had glyen himſelf ſometime before 

to the Lord ; but complained un an un] ſound and 

unſtedfaſt Heart: Yet was he willing with all his Soul 
to renew the Covenant with God ; Tefirin that above 
all Things, that he might be his Servant, and the Lord 

be his God. | | f 
David diſclaimed all Strength in himſelf; and wiſh'd 

that the Lord would confirm it, and make good that 

which he was willing to ſubſcribe and conſent to, that 

— Lord ſhall be mine, and I ſhall be his, fo long as I 
Ive. 


for Strength, that he ſhould not be forſaken. 
Janet expreſſed meikle Diſtruſt of herſelf; but de- 
fired to come under a new Bond for the Lord, reſolving 


upon more Watchfulneſs againſt Security, Falling- away, 


Love of Self- praiſe, and againſt all Contempt of others; 
and to walk more humbly, and eſteeming better of 
others, who might ſeem to have attained leſs; and to 
have the Lord ever in her Eye. 


The Lady Zzathin dar'd promiſe little of herſelf, 


being conſcious to her own Heart; but profeſſed, of all 


that were there, ſhe was moſt bound, both to take with 
Guilt and the Cauſe of his Anger above any others, al- 
tho' they had taken it on dene And now that none 
had ſo t Cauſe to engage their Hearts to the Lord 
as ſhe had; and therefore, in the Faith of the Lord 
Jeſus, and his Might, ſhe did and would give up her- 
ſelf to the Lord, and all hers ; and promiſed to ſanctify 
the Lord's Name ſo far as ſhe rad with Husband, 
Servants and Family, to the uttermoſt of their Power. 
ohn Brodie, Woodhead, acknowledged much Guilt, 
and great Need of this Day's Work. He was lying 
under ſome Bonds to God deal, to enquire into the 
Evil of his own Heart _—— and this ſhould add 
| | | | to 


* 


Mr. James gave up himſelf to the Lord, and prayed 
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to the former Bonds: He prayed for Grace to this Ef. 


fect, and promiſed, as to walk more conſcionably, and 
to ſeek more Knowledge of the Lord's Name, ſo he 
ſhould labour to have the Lord's Name ſet up in his 
Family, to bring his Wife, and Children and Servants, 


to know and ſerve the Lord. | | 


Zohn of Main engaged for an humble and unfeigned 


Endeavour, as to honour God in his own Spirit, ſo to 


be an Inſtrument to God-ward for his Wife, Children 


and Family, that they alſo and he might be the Lord's. 
Mr. Robert Donaldſon deſired of God to diſcover it 


there were any Iniquity in his Way, or in his Heart, for 
which he was ſpared, while others were ſmitten: He 

romiſed to ſearch his own Heart; and this Day pro- 
tefſed the Defire and Joy of his Heart to enter in a lure, 


perpetual Soul-covenant with God ; and defired our 


Prayers for him. | 
Katharine his Wife burſt forth in the Complaint of 


her woful, ſad, deſerted Caſe: But, if he would accept, 


there was not any Thing in all the Earth which ſhould 
ſo content and ſatisfy her, as that the Lord would con- 
deſcend to that Bargain, to become her God, and to take 
her, and accept of her as his for ever. 

It was replied, The Bargain was ſure enough, if ſhe 
were willing for her Part ; for he 1s glader of the Offer, 
and is readier to accept it, than we are to give it: And 
we hoped her Sorrow and Sadneſs were but to let in and 
make way for durable and laſting Comfort. 


Fean Symington, albeit a Stranger among us, yet de- 


fired to be upholden by his Grace, and ſtrengthned in 
her Reſolution and Purpoſe to walk more tenderly. and 
more exactly than ever: And, not for herſelf only, but 


as far as her good Word might go, ſhe ſhould declare 


and publiſh his Name to others, and perſwade [and] 


invite them to fall in Love with him whom her Soul 
loved; and ſhould ſtir up theſe that ſhe converſed with 
40 this Effect, 


Zahn Brodie, my Boy, profeſſed an unſeigned Peſire 
10 . pu - 


* . 


EPs ©, 4 

to know the Lord more, and to cleave to him more 

and to be for him, and to his Glory, all his Days. 
ohn Taveedie abſent at the Time. 

All of us, for ourſelves, and for our little Ones, and 
for our Wives, that have them, and Families and Inte- 
reſts, do ſtand before the Lord this Day, making Sup- 
plication and Confeſſion on their and our Behalfs ; and 
do take Burden on us, according to our ſeveral Callings 
and Stations, as aforeſaid, that the Lord ſhall be our 
God, and we ſhall be his People, on the bare Condition 
of the new Covenant, that he will give us another 
Heart, and write his Law within us. 8 

On the Firſt February this was written, and Letters 
of Exhortation to every one of them for putting them 
in Remembrance, | 

My Soul this Morning defired, for its own Part, to 
rejoice before the Lord in 'Trembling, and to conſent 
unto this new Oblation and Covenant; and beſought 
his Majeity for a Bleſſing on it, and on all their Souls 
that had conſented to or were concerned in it, 


[ Here ends the Diary.) \ 


FN the Beginning there are Excerpts from Edward 
* Toleration, and Rutherfoord on Acts xxiv. 

16, C. on the ſame Subject. There is likewiſe a 
Leaf againſt the Engagement and Incorporation, [pro- 
bally that ſent by Wariſtoun. Vide Diary.] but im- 

perfect. It is as follows. | 
Againſt the Engagement and Incorporation. 

All the Arguments which were before againſt Aſſo- 


ciation and Incorporation with Malignants, do make 


againſt Incorporation and Aſſociation with Sectaries; 
becauſe, by their Principles, they are no leſs Enemies 
to Religion than they. 

Our 6 
Doctrine [and] Diſcipline of this Church. 


In an Engagement or Incorporation, we tie ourſelves 


to the Commonwealth of England, before and without 


any 


aths in the National Covenant to maintain the 
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